
 

  

   
CITY COUNCIL MEETING   

  AGENDA   

  November 5, 2025   
  6:00 PM   

  Civic Center   

The Granite Falls City Council will hold its meeting in person. Comments in this meeting are 
encouraged and may be emailed to the city clerk in advance of the meeting or given in person.  

  
    
1. CALL TO ORDER (VIA IN-PERSON & ONLINE VIA ZOOM) 

2. FLAG SALUTE 

3. ROLL CALL 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

 4.a. AB 111-2025 Approval of September 17, 2025 Minutes 

 4.b. AB 112-2025 Approval of September 20, 2025 Minutes 

 4.c. AB 113-2025 Approval of October 1, 2025 Minutes 

 4.d. AB 114-2025 Approval of October 15, 2025 Minutes 

 4.e. AB 115-2025 Approval of October 16, 2025 through November 5, 2025 Claims 
Checks #415668 through #415711 totaling $884,910.14 

 4.f. AB 116-2025 Approval of October 1, 2025 through October 15, 2025 Payroll 
Claims Checks consisting of Twenty-Two EFT's totaling $82,450.64 

5. STAFF REPORTS 

 5.a. Special Projects Report 

 5.b. City Clerk Report 

 5.c. Passports 

 5.d. Planning Department Report 

 5.e. Public Works 

 5.f. Consultant Police Chief Report 

6. PUBLIC COMMENTS/RECOGNITION OF VISITORS-NON-ACTION ITEMS 
(The public is encouraged to submit written comments prior to the meeting by emailing them 
directly to the city clerk at: darla.wilkins@ci.granite-falls.wa.us; and should be submitted no 
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later than 5PM. Public comment speakers can sign up prior to the meeting, or wait for the public 
comment section of the meeting to be open by the presiding officer. Individual comments shall 
be limited to three minutes. Group comments shall be limited to five minutes). 

7. NEW BUSINESS 

 7.a. AB 117-2025 Proposed Amendments to Titles 19 & 21 of the Granite Falls 
Municipal Code 
Patrick Kelly, AHBL, Inc. 

 7.b. AB 118-2025 Public Hearing – 2026 Property Tax Levy 

 7.c. AB 119-2025 Public Hearing – City of Granite Falls 2026 Preliminary Budget FY 2026 

8. CURRENT BUSINESS 

9. MAYOR'S COMMENT (5 MINUTES) 

10. COUNCIL COMMENTS (15 MINUTES) 

11. CITY MANAGER (5 MINUTES) 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

  
The City of Granite Falls strives to provide access and services to all members of the public. 
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  Agenda Bill: 111-2025 
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA BILL 
 
 
Subject: AB 111-2025 
 
Action Recommended: Approval of 
consent agenda 
 
Meeting Date:  November 5, 2025 
 
Date Submitted: September 17, 2025 
 
Exhibit(s):  09/17/2025 Minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Originating Dept.: X City Clerk 
 
Approval(s): City Manager 
  Public Works 
  Finance 
  Planning 
  Attorney 
  X City Clerk 
  Other:    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Budgeted Amount: N/A 
BARS Code:   
 

 
Summary Statement:  
 
The city council minutes are the official action taken and direction given at the meetings of the 
city council. Any councilmember may remove item(s) from the consent agenda for discussion 
and the item(s) would be voted on separately from the other consent agenda items. 
 

 
Background: 
 
N/A 
 

 
Recommended Motion:  
1) Motion to approve the minutes as shown. This can be accomplished as part of the motion to 

approve the consent agenda. 
2) Motion to amend the [state date] minutes and approve the minutes as amended. 
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CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

September 17, 2025 

7:00 PM 

Civic Center 

 

City Council Councilmember Matthew Hartman, Councilmember Steven 

Glenn, Councilmember David Griggs, Councilmember Tom 

FitzGerald 

  

Members Absent: Councilmember Bruce Straughn 

  

City Staff City Clerk Darla Wilkins, Deputy City Manager Brent Kirk, City 

Manager Jeff Balentine, Public Works Director Charles White 

  

Consultants Consultant Police Chief Thomas Dalton, Consultant City 

Attorney Emily Guildner 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

1. CALL TO ORDER (Via In Person & Online Via Zoom) 

Mayor Hartman called the City Council Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

2. FLAG SALUTE 

Mayor Matthew Hartman led the Council, Staff and Audience in the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the flag. 

3. ROLL CALL 

City Clerk Darla Wilkins verbally called out the Council names and took note of 

the meeting attendance. 

Motion to excuse Councilmember Bruce Straughn due to personal issues. 

Moved By: Councilmember Steven Glenn 

Seconded By: Councilmember Tom FitzGerald 

Result: Carried 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda. 
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Moved By: Councilmember Steven Glenn 

Seconded By: Councilmember David Griggs 

Result: Carried 

4.a AB 095-2025 Approval of August 13, 2025 Minutes 

4.b AB 096-2025 Approval of September 4, 2025 through September 17, 

2025 Claims Checks #415561 through 415594 and Two EFT's totaling 

$939,358.26 

4.c AB 097-2025 Approval of August 16, 2025 through August 31, 2025 

Payroll Claims Checks #415516 through 415518 and Twenty-Five 

EFT's totaling $132,745.03 

5. STAFF REPORTS 

5.a Public Works 

Public Works Director Charles White commented on the following: 

• Cascade Ave. & Grand Ave. project update 

• Illegal water connection 

• Department of Ecology meeting (LID project) 

• VFD Failure (Smoots lift station) 

• Legion building burn (after Halloween) 

• Frank Mason Dock project update 

• Wastewater Treatment Plant project update 

5.b City Clerk 

City Clerk Darla Wilkins commented on the following: 

• Updated council calendar (change) 

• Mentioned Fred Cruger's dog Duffy had passed away 

5.c Consultant Police Chief 

Consultant Police Chief Thomas Dalton commented on the following: 

• Traffic Emphasis 

• Social Media help (vehicle prowls) 
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5.d Planning Department 

Deputy City Manager Brent Kirk commented on the following: 

• AHBL Planning Consultants 

o Code Amendments 

o Planning Commission Meeting 

o Special Planning Commission Meeting 

o Scope on other proposed changes 

o PROS Plan 

• Miller Docket Project (Eric Jensen hired as consultant for city) 

• DEM Meeting in Snohomish today 

• Planning Update 

• Insurance Costs (increase) 

• Legion Hall (used for haunted house this year) 

• Taco Bell Project Update 

• Lobbyist 

o Attend D.C. Trip for funding?? 

o Quarterly Update 

5.e Passports 

City Manager Jeff Balentine commented on the following: 

• Passport updates 

• Budget 

• Applicant comment "Best Passport Office in Washington State" 

6. PUBLIC COMMENTS/RECOGNITION OF VISITORS-NON-ACTION ITEMS  

(The public is encouraged to submit written comments prior to the meeting by 

emailing them directly to the city clerk at: darla.wilkins@ci.granite-falls.wa.us; 

and should be submitted no later than 5PM. Public comment speakers can sign 

up prior to the meeting, or wait for the public comment section of the meeting to 
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be open by the presiding officer. Individual comments shall be limited to three 

minutes. Group comments shall be limited to five minutes). 

None. 

7. NEW BUSINESS 

7.a AB 098-2025 Public Hearing - 7:10 p.m., or soon thereafter 

Public Hearing to receive comments regarding Ordinance No. 1064-2025 

(sewer moratorium) 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

 

Moved By: Councilmember Tom FitzGerald 

Seconded By: Councilmember Steven Glenn 

Result: Carried 

City Clerk Darla Wilkins submitted the following exhibits into the record: 

• Exhibit 1 - Public Hearing Notice dated September 5, 2025, 1 page 

• Exhibit 2 - Verification of Public Hearing Posting dated September 

5, 2025, 1 page 

• Exhibit 3 - Affidavit of Publication from the Everett Daily herald 

dated September 5, 2025, 2 pages 

• Exhibit 4 - Proposed Ordinance 1064-2025, 6 pages 

City Manager Jeff Balentine explained the proposed updates and 

answered Council questions. 

Mayor Matthew Hartman opened the public testimony portion of the 

public hearing. 

No one signed up or chose to speak from the audience. 

Mayor Matthew Hartman closed the public testimony portion of the public 

hearing. 

Motion to close the public hearing. 

Moved By: Councilmember Steven Glenn 

Seconded By: Councilmember David Griggs 

Result: Carried 

Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 1064, 2025, an interim ordinance of the 

City of Granite Falls, Washington, readopting and extending through 
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January 31, 2026 the moratorium on filing with and processing by the City 

of applications for development activities requiring connection to the City's 

sewer system, declaring an emergency, and providing for an effective date 

of September 17, 2025. 

Moved By: Councilmember Tom FitzGerald 

Seconded By: Councilmember Steven Glenn 

Result: Carried 

7.b AB 099-2025 Public Hearing - 7:20 p.m., or soon thereafter 

Public Hearing to receive comments regarding Resolution 2025-03, 

considering an increase to the Stormwater Utility Rates and Charges 

pursuant to GFMC 13.20.150 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

 

Moved By: Councilmember David Griggs 

Seconded By: Councilmember Steven Glenn 

Result: Carried 

City Clerk Darla Wilkins submitted the following exhibits into the record: 

• Exhibit 1 - Public Hearing Notice dated September 5, 2025, 1 page 

• Exhibit 2 - Verification of Public Hearing Posting dated September 

5, 2025, 1 page 

• Exhibit 3 - Affidavit of Publication from the Everett Daily herald 

dated September 5, 2025, 2 pages 

• Exhibit 4 - Proposed Resolution 2025-03, 4 pages 

City Manager Jeff Balentine reviewed the summary of proposed updates 

which would be a 50% increase to stormwater utility rates and charges 

that would take effect on January 1, 2026. He reviewed the City's current 

financial situation including infrastructure and compliance needs. The last 

increase in the city stormwater rates was back in January 1, 2016. 

Mayor Matthew Hartman opened the public testimony portion of the 

public hearing. 

No one signed up or chose to speak from the audience. 

Mayor Matthew Hartman closed the public testimony portion of the public 

hearing. 
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Motion to close the public hearing. 

Moved By: Councilmember Steven Glenn 

Seconded By: Councilmember David Griggs 

Result: Carried 

Motion to adopt Resolution No. 2025-03, A Resolution of the City Council 

of the City of Granite Falls, Washington, Adopting an increase to 

Stormwater Utility Rates and Charges pursuant to GFMC 13.20.150. 

Moved By: Councilmember Steven Glenn 

Seconded By: Councilmember Tom FitzGerald 

Result: Carried 

8. CURRENT BUSINESS 

None. 

9. MAYOR'S COMMENTS (5 minutes) 

Mayor Matthew Hartman commented on the following: 

• Thanked Mike & LeAnn (Senior Center) for attending the council meetings 

• Council Retreat - Saturday (9 a.m. - 3 p.m.) 

• Snohomish County Tomorrow meeting next Wednesday 

• VOA fundraiser 26th at 7 a.m. "Hope is Brewing" (Lynnwood) 

10. COUNCIL COMMENTS (15 minutes) 

Councilmember Tom FitzGerald commented on the following: 

• High School Boys Football (4 p.m.) and High School Girls Soccer game (1 

p.m.) (Saturday) 

Councilmember Steven Glenn commented on the following: 

• Thanked Granite Falls Police Department (handling events quickly) 

• Recruitment for Cub Scouts and Scouts 

• September 30th - Court of Honor (6 p.m. at Grange) 

• Fundraisers 

• Wreaths Across America (Scouts working with Legion) 
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Councilmember David Griggs commented on the following: 

• Thanked Chief Thomas Dalton for going after kids (vehicle prowls) 

Mayor Matthew Hartman added that Railroad Days is two weeks away. You can 

purchase both hoodies and t-shirts at IGA. 

11. CITY MANAGER (5 minutes) 

City Manager Jeff Balentine commented on the following: 

• Kim Schrier grant focus on "project management" 

• Staff updates 

• City council budget amendment 

• WWTP Operator 3, three candidates (interviews) 

• Performance review system 

• Council retreat 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned 

at 8:17 p.m. 

 

 

_________________________ 

City Clerk Darla Wilkins, MMC 

 

_________________________ 

Mayor Matthew Hartman 
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  Agenda Bill: 112-2025 
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA BILL 
 
 
Subject: AB 112-2025 
 
Action Recommended: Approval of 
consent agenda 
 
Meeting Date:  November 5, 2025 
 
Date Submitted: September 20, 2025 
 
Exhibit(s):  09/20/2025 Minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Originating Dept.: X City Clerk 
 
Approval(s): City Manager 
  Public Works 
  Finance 
  Planning 
  Attorney 
  X City Clerk 
  Other:    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Budgeted Amount: N/A 
BARS Code:   
 

 
Summary Statement:  
 
The city council minutes are the official action taken and direction given at the meetings of the 
city council. Any councilmember may remove item(s) from the consent agenda for discussion 
and the item(s) would be voted on separately from the other consent agenda items. 
 

 
Background: 
 
N/A 
 

 
Recommended Motion:  
1) Motion to approve the minutes as shown. This can be accomplished as part of the motion to 

approve the consent agenda. 
2) Motion to amend the [state date] minutes and approve the minutes as amended. 
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CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING MINUTES 

 
September 20, 2025 

9:00 AM 
Civic Center 

 
City Council Councilmember Matthew Hartman, Councilmember Steven 

Glenn, Councilmember David Griggs, Councilmember Tom 
FitzGerald, Councilmember Bruce Straughn 

  
City Staff City Clerk Darla Wilkins, Deputy City Manager Brent Kirk, City 

Manager Jeff Balentine, Public Works Director Charles White, 
Deputy City Clerk Carole Williams 

  
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Matthew Hartman called the City Council Meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

2. FLAG SALUTE 

Mayor Matthew Hartman led the Council, Staff and Audience in the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the flag. 

3. ROLL CALL 

City Clerk Darla Wilkins took note of the meeting attendance. 

4. NEW BUSINESS 

4.a City Council Retreat 

City Manager Jeff Balentine led the City Council in a retreat session. The 
following items were presented and discussed: 

• Capital Facilities Plan Review 2026-2031 

o General Facilities 

o Water System 

o Sewer System 

o Stormwater System 

o Parks and Recreation 
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• City Property Tour (visited city owned property and the new Fire 
Station) 

• City Property Review 

o Objectives - Council Long & Short Term Visions 

o City Parks 

▪ Legion Plaza (301 S. Granite Ave.) 

▪ Jack Webb Park (113/115 S. Granite Ave) 

▪ Jim Holm Park (21X S. Granite Ave.) 

▪ Frank Mason Park (XXX Ray Gray Rd.) 

▪ Eagle Park - Dog Park/PW Yard (7XX E. Stanley St.) 

▪ Perrigoue Memorial Field - Baseball Fields (10317 Jordan 
Rd.) 

▪ Train Lot (20X W. Stanley St.) 

▪ Vacant Land - Possible PW Yard (20013 Gun Club Rd.) 

▪ Vacant Land - Brick House Lot (116 Cascade Ave.) 

▪ Vacant Land - Tax Center Grass Lot (201 S. Granite Ave.) 

▪ Vacant Land - Former Church Lot (115 Indiana Ave.) 

▪ Vacant Land - Fire District Lot (808 E. Galena St.) 

▪ Water Tower Property - Bogart Meadows Lot 

▪ Vacant Land - Wetland Bog (behind School Admin. Bldg.) 

▪ Vacant Land - Old WWTP Lot & Conservation Future Fund 
Lots (XXX Paradise Lane) 

▪ Vacant Land - Paradise Lane Road Parcel 

▪ Vacant Land - Ray Hughes Lot (XXX Crooked Mile Rd.) 

▪ Vacant Land - Surplus Land from GFAR (XXX Quarry Rd.) 

▪ Public Buildings - Services - Civic Center/City Hall (215 S. 
Granite Ave.) 

▪ Public Buildings - Services - Police Station (205 S. Granite. 
Ave.) 

▪ Public Buildings - Services - Old City Hall (206 S. Granite 
Ave.) 
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▪ Public Facilities - City Infrastructure - Wastewater Treatment 
Plant (500 W. Wallace St.) 

▪ Public Facilities - City Infrastructure - Public Works Facility 
(204 Portage Ave.) 

▪ Public Facilities - City Infrastructure - Decant Facility (405 W. 
Wallace St.) 

▪ Public Facilities - City Infrastructure - Park N Ride (3XX S. 
Granite Ave.) 

▪ Public Facilities - City Infrastructure - Property for WWTP 
Upgrade (408 Prospect) 

▪ Public Facilities - City Infrastructure - Galena St. Extension 
(200 Portage Ave.) 

▪ Public Facilities - City Infrastructure - Galena St. Extension & 
Future Commercial Use (1XX Portage Ave.) 

• Working Lunch 

• Toured the new wastewater treatment plant 

• Infrastructure and Growth Impacts 

o Transportation Improvements and Growth Impacts 

▪ Current Mitigation Plan 

▪ Long-Term Goals 

o Parks and Recreation - Potential Needs 

▪ Growth-Driven Expansion 

▪ Facility Condition 

o Utility Infrastructure - Future Needs 

▪ Water System 

▪ Stormwater System 

▪ Sewer System 

o Public Safety 

▪ Water Safety and Drownings 

▪ Emergency Preparedness 

▪ Neighborhood Watch and Community Engagement 

▪ Domestic Violence and Crime Prevention 
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▪ Pedestrian and Traffic Safety 

▪ Collaboration with the Snohomish County Sheriff's Office 

o Community Development 

▪ Housing Affordability 

▪ Downtown Revitalization 

▪ Parks, Trails and Open Spaces 

▪ Tourism & Visitor Services 

o Community Engagement 

▪ Dialogue and Consultation 

▪ Digital and Online Engagement 

▪ Collaborative Partnerships 

▪ Education and Outreach Programs 

▪ Volunteer Opportunities 

▪ Continuous Feedback and Adaptation 

• Council Priorities through 2030 

o Prioritize Objectives - 2026 

o Prioritize Objectives - 2027 

o Prioritize Objectives - 2028 

o Prioritize Objectives - 2029 

o Prioritize Objectives - 2028 

5. ADJOURNMENT 

With nothing further to discuss on the Council Retreat Agenda, the meeting was 
adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 

 
 
_________________________ 

City Clerk Darla Wilkins, MMC 

 

_________________________ 

Mayor Matthew Hartman 
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  Agenda Bill: 113-2025 
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA BILL 
 
 
Subject: AB 113-2025 
 
Action Recommended: Approval of 
consent agenda 
 
Meeting Date:  November 5, 2025 
 
Date Submitted: October 1, 2025 
 
Exhibit(s):  10/01/2025 Minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Originating Dept.: X City Clerk 
 
Approval(s): City Manager 
  Public Works 
  Finance 
  Planning 
  Attorney 
  X City Clerk 
  Other:    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Budgeted Amount: N/A 
BARS Code:   
 

 
Summary Statement:  
 
The city council minutes are the official action taken and direction given at the meetings of the 
city council. Any councilmember may remove item(s) from the consent agenda for discussion 
and the item(s) would be voted on separately from the other consent agenda items. 
 

 
Background: 
 
N/A 
 

 
Recommended Motion:  
1) Motion to approve the minutes as shown. This can be accomplished as part of the motion to 

approve the consent agenda. 
2) Motion to amend the [state date] minutes and approve the minutes as amended. 
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CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

October 1, 2025 

7:00 PM 

Civic Center 

 

City Council Councilmember Matthew Hartman, Councilmember Steven 

Glenn, Councilmember Tom FitzGerald, Councilmember Bruce 

Straughn 

  

Members Absent: Councilmember David Griggs 

  

City Staff City Clerk Darla Wilkins, Deputy City Manager Brent Kirk, City 

Manager Jeff Balentine 

  

Consultants Consultant Police Chief Thomas Dalton, Consultant City 

Attorney Thomas Graafstra, Wastewater Treatment Plant 

Supervisor Lyle Bjornson 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER (Via In Person & Online Via Zoom) 

Mayor Matthew Hartman called the City Council Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

2. FLAG SALUTE 

Mayor Matthew Hartman led the Council, Staff and Audience in the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the flag. 

3. ROLL CALL 

City Clerk Darla Wilkins verbally called out the Council names and took note of 

the meeting attendance. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda. 
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Moved By: Councilmember Steven Glenn 

Seconded By: Councilmember Tom FitzGerald 

Result: Carried 

Motion to excuse Councilmember David Griggs due to work obligations. 

Moved By: Councilmember Bruce Straughn 

Seconded By: Councilmember Steven Glenn 

Result: Carried 

Mayor Matthew Hartman read into the record a letter received from Rachel 

McCrea, State of Washington, Department of Ecology regarding Outstanding 

Wastewater Treatment Plant Award for the Granite Falls Wastewater Treatment 

Plant under National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit 

#WA0021130. 

The meeting was paused in order to shake hands with and congratulate the 

Wastewater Treatment Plant members who were all present to accept the award 

including; Wastewater Treatment Plant Supervisor Lyle Bjornson, Nathan 

Stoneking, and Darin Jackson. 

4.a AB 100-2025 Approval of August 20, 2025 Minutes 

4.b AB 101-2025 Approval of September 18, 2025 through October 1, 

2025 Claims Checks #415595 through 415628 totaling $656,703.37 

4.c AB 102-2025 Approval of September 1, 2025 through September 15, 

2025 Payroll Claims Checks consisting of Twenty EFT's totaling 

$79,609.80 

5. STAFF REPORTS 

5.a Passports 

City Manager Balentine gave an update on the passport office and the 

budget close outs for September 2025. 

5.b Public Works 

Public Works Director Charles White commented on the following: 

• Cascade Ave. & Granite Ave. improvements project update 

(Welwest Const.) 

• Insurance payment for guardrail accident 

• Dock project has been completed 
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• Illicit discharge connection 

5.c City Clerk 

City Clerk Darla Wilkins had no comment. 

5.d Consultant Police Chief 

Consultant Police Chief Thomas Dalton commented on the following: 

• Target Zero grant funding (speed emphasis) 

• August jail bill 

• Introduce Sarah Kitt as the new police department office manager 

5.e Planning 

Deputy City Manager Brent Kirk commented on the following: 

• Miller Docket Amendment project 

• Code Amendment (AHBL) 

• Water & Sewer updates (Warren Perkins working on) 

• UW College students (3) different groups working on different 

studies 

• EPA Construction Management (Amendment) 

• Lobbyist Report (John Coulton) 

6. PUBLIC COMMENTS/RECOGNITION OF VISITORS-NON-ACTION ITEMS  

(The public is encouraged to submit written comments prior to the meeting by 

emailing them directly to the city clerk at: darla.wilkins@ci.granite-falls.wa.us; 

and should be submitted no later than 5PM. Public comment speakers can sign 

up prior to the meeting, or wait for the public comment section of the meeting to 

be open by the presiding officer. Individual comments shall be limited to three 

minutes. Group comments shall be limited to five minutes). 

 

None. 

7. NEW BUSINESS 

7.a AB 103-2025 Purchase of Forklift for Wastewater Treatment Plant 

Page 19 of 284



 

4 

Motion to approve the purchase of a Hyundai 25LC-9 forklift from Leavitt 

Machinery for $36,900.00 plus tax, using the Sourcewell Contract 

#053024-HCE and authorizing the City Manager to sign all related 

purchase documents.  

Moved By: Councilmember Steven Glenn 

Seconded By: Councilmember Tom FitzGerald 

Result: Carried 

7.b AB 104-2025 Review of 2026 Revenue Sources and Budget 

Development 

City Manager Jeff Balentine gave a presentation on the proposed 2026 

Budget - Revenue Sources. Slides included in this presentation included 

the following items: 

• General Fund-Projection 

o Beginning Balance 

o Property Tax 

o Local Tax 

o Tax Revenue 

o Excise Tax-Private Harvest 

o Franchise Fees 

o Business Licenses 

o Permits 

o PUD Privilege Tax 

o Local Tax 

o ILA with Snoco FD 17 for Accounting Services 

o Passport and Central Services 

o Plan Check Fees 

o Court Fees and Fines 

o Interest and Rentals/Leases 

o Other Misc. Revenues 

• Street Fund-Projection 
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o Vehicle Fees 

o ROW Permits 

o Multimodal Trans. 

o Fuel Tax 

o Planning & Development - inspections 

o Investment Interest 

o Misc. Revenue 

o Operating Transfer from the General Fund (001) 

• Park Impact Fees Fund 

o Investment Interest 

• Community Event and Arts Fund-Projection 

o Transfer from General Fund 

• Streets CIF Fund-Projection 

o Grants 

o Mitigation Fee Payments (Lake Industries, Developer, Cemex) 

o Investment Interest 

o Transfer from REET Cap. Impr. Fund 

o Transfer from General Fund 

• Alt. Rte. CIF Fund-Projection 

o Mitigation Fee Payments (Lake Industries, Developer, Cemex) 

o Investment Interest 

• REET Fund-Projection 

o Real Estate Excise Tax 

o Investment Interest 

• Water Fund-Projection 

o Water sales 

o Reconnect Fees 
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o Other Planning and Development - Inspections 

o Investment Interest 

o Installations 

o Water Service Inspection 

o Late Fees 

• Water CIF Fund-Projection 

o CIF Water Sales 

o General Facilities Charges 

o Investment Interest 

• Sewer Fund-Projection 

o Sewer Charge 

o Sewer Inspections 

o Other Planning and Development - Inspections 

o Investment Interest 

o Sewer Overage Charge 

o New Account Setup Fee 

o Late Fees 

• Sewer CIF Fund-Projection 

o General Facilities Charges 

o Investment Interest 

• Storm Fund-Projection 

o DOE Grants 

o Storm Drainage Fees 

o Interest 

• Storm CIF Fund-Projection 

o General Facilities Charges 

o LID Retrofit IndianaKentuckyWQC-2026-GrFal-00200 
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o Investment Interest 

• Solid Waste Fund-Projection 

o Investment Interest 

• Total-Revenue Projection (2022 through 2030) 

8. CURRENT BUSINESS 

None. 

9. MAYOR'S COMMENTS (5 minutes) 

Mayor Matthew Hartman commented on the following: 

• Thanked Lyle Bjornson & Chief Haverfield for the tours during the council 

retreat 

• PUD changing over to new "smart meters" 

• Railroad Days on Saturday 

o Kids Parade at 11:30 AM 

o Main Parade at 12 PM 

o Purchase shirts & sweat shirts at IGA 

• Met with City Manager Jeff Balentine and Nate Nehring (Quarter Update) 

• Attended Cub Scouts & Boy Scouts Court of Honor (last evening) 

10. COUNCIL COMMENTS (15 minutes) 

Councilmember Tom FitzGerald commented on the following: 

• Congratulations to the Treatment Plant staff for their award 

• Retreat tour (pride) 

• High School Football 

o vs Bellingham 10/3 @ 7PM 

o vs Friday Harbor 10/10 

o vs Kings 10/31 

Councilmember Steven Glenn commented on the following: 

• Thankful for Great Staff & community 
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Councilmember Bruce Straughn commented on the following: 

• Attended the 911 Ceremony 

• Council retreat feedback 

11. CITY MANAGER (5 minutes) 

City Manager Jeff Balentine commented on the following: 

• Mt. Way Highway Cleanup - 10/11 (10AM-2:30PM) 

• Washington State Auditors Office - increase in ransomware incidents 

• AWC Adopted 2026 Legislative Agenda 

• MRSC launched electronic online bidding process 

• State Revenue Forecast 

• Wastewater Treatment Plant Project update 

• Retreat - AI Renderings 

• New Hires and start dates 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned 

at 8:20 p.m. 

 

 

_________________________ 

City Clerk Darla Wilkins, MMC 

 

_________________________ 

Mayor Matthew Hartman 
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  Agenda Bill: 114-2025 
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA BILL 
 
 
Subject: AB 114-2025 
 
Action Recommended: Approval of 
consent agenda 
 
Meeting Date:  November 5, 2025 
 
Date Submitted: October 15, 2025 
 
Exhibit(s):  10/15/2025 Minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Originating Dept.: X City Clerk 
 
Approval(s): City Manager 
  Public Works 
  Finance 
  Planning 
  Attorney 
  X City Clerk 
  Other:    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Budgeted Amount: N/A 
BARS Code:   
 

 
Summary Statement:  
 
The city council minutes are the official action taken and direction given at the meetings of the 
city council. Any councilmember may remove item(s) from the consent agenda for discussion 
and the item(s) would be voted on separately from the other consent agenda items. 
 

 
Background: 
 
N/A 
 

 
Recommended Motion:  
1) Motion to approve the minutes as shown. This can be accomplished as part of the motion to 

approve the consent agenda. 
2) Motion to amend the [state date] minutes and approve the minutes as amended. 
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CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

October 15, 2025 

7:00 PM 

Civic Center 

 

City Council Councilmember Hartman, Councilmember Glenn, 

Councilmember Griggs, Councilmember FitzGerald, 

Councilmember Straughn 

  

City Staff City Clerk Darla Wilkins, City Manager Brent Kirk, Deputy City 

Manager Jeff Balentine, Deputy City Clerk Carole Williams 

  

Consultants Consultant Police Chief Thomas Dalton, Consultant City 

Attorney Emily Guildner 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

1. CALL TO ORDER (Via In Person & Online Via Zoom) 

Mayor Matthew Hartman called the City Council Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

2. FLAG SALUTE 

Mayor Matthew Hartman led the Council, Staff and Audience in the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the flag. 

3. ROLL CALL 

City Clerk Darla Wilkins verbally called out the Council names and took note of 

the meeting attendance. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion to approve consent agenda. 

Moved By: Councilmember Steven Glenn 

Seconded By: Councilmember Bruce Straughn 

Result: Carried 

4.a AB 105-2025 Approval of September 3, 2025 Minutes 
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4.b AB 106-2025 Approval of October 2, 2025 through October 15, 2025 

Claims Checks #415632 through 415663 totaling $1,400,758.74 

4.c AB 107-2025 Approval of September 16, 2025 through September 30, 

2025 Payroll Claims Checks #415629 through 415631 and Twenty-

Eight EFT's totaling $149,448.53 

5. STAFF REPORTS 

5.a Passports 

City Manager Jeff Balentine gave an update on the passport office. 

5.b City Clerk 

City Clerk Darla Wilkins gave a council schedule update and added she 

is currently training Joey Harmon on building permits. 

5.c Public Works 

Public Works Director Charles White commented on the following: 

• Illicit connection (corrected) 

• Storm drains & street sweeping 

• Community Engagement (blast text messaging) 

• Blockage at Smoots lift station 

• Standby generators (servicing) 

• Stop sign replacement (thank you Chief Dalton) 

• Asset Management Software 

• Welwest project update (Cascade & Grand project) 

o Fixing pothole on Portage 

• Frank Mason dock & walkway completed 

• Legion - Abatement for Asbestos  

• Received second Ford Lightening truck yesterday 

5.d Planning 

Deputy City Manager Brent Kirk commented on the following: 

• University of Washington Students Visit 
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o Zoom meeting on Friday morning with the professor 

• Taco Bell project update 

• Planning Commission meeting update from last night (Miller 

Project) 

o New Planning Director, Amy Hess attended (starts work 

tomorrow) 

o House Bill Mandates and Changes 

o Critical Areas Ordinance 

o PRO's Plan (Eric Jensen) 

• SS4A Grant/Safe Streets Grant (Lobbyist working on) 

5.e Police 

Consultant Police Chief Thomas Dalton commented on the following: 

• Out of office last week (vacation) 

• Training 

• Railroad Days report 

• Traffic Stops 

• Flock Cameras - helping find patient 

• Coffee with the Chief meeting - 10/18 

• Suspicious vehicle 

6. PUBLIC COMMENTS/RECOGNITION OF VISITORS-NON-ACTION ITEMS  

(The public is encouraged to submit written comments prior to the meeting by 

emailing them directly to the city clerk at: darla.wilkins@ci.granite-falls.wa.us; 

and should be submitted no later than 5PM. Public comment speakers can sign 

up prior to the meeting, or wait for the public comment section of the meeting to 

be open by the presiding officer. Individual comments shall be limited to three 

minutes. Group comments shall be limited to five minutes). 

None. 
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7. NEW BUSINESS 

7.a AB 108-2025 Public Hearing - 7:10 p.m., or soon thereafter 

Public Hearing on revenue sources for the coming year's budget, including 

consideration of possible increases in property tax revenues for the 2026 

budget 

 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

Moved By: Councilmember David Griggs 

Seconded By: Councilmember Bruce Straughn 

Result: Carried 

City Clerk Darla Wilkins entered the following exhibits into the record: 

• Exhibit 1 - Public Hearing Notice dated October 3, 2025, 1 page 

• Exhibit 2 - Verification of Public Hearing posting dated October 3, 

2025, 1 page 

• Exhibit 3 - Public Hearing 2026 Revenue Sources Presentation, 37 

pages 

City Manager Jeff Balentine gave a presentation regarding the 2026 

Budget. The following slides were discussed, and questions were 

answered during the presentation. 

• General Fund-Projection 

o Beginning Balance 

o Property Tax 

o Local Tax 

▪ Local Retail Sales & Use Tax 

▪ Local Criminal Justice 

o Tax Revenue - 2024 Top 80% 

o Tax Revenue 

o Local Tax 

▪ Utility Tax-Water Fund 
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▪ Utility Tax-Electric 

▪ Utility Tax-Phone 

▪ Utility Tax-Sewer Fund 

▪ Utility Tax-Gas 

o Excise Tax-Private Harvest 

o Franchise Fees 

▪ Garbage (7%) 

▪ Cable (5%) 

o Business License 

o Permits 

▪ Building Permits 

▪ Mechanical Permits 

▪ Animal Licenses 

▪ Peddler's License 

▪ Sign Permits 

▪ Plumbing Permits 

▪ Grading Permits 

▪ Concealed Pistol Licenses 

▪ Land Use Permits 

▪ Special Event Permit 

o PUD Privilege Tax 

o Local Tax 

▪ City-County Assistance 

▪ Criminal Justice-Special Prog. 

▪ DUI-Cities 

▪ Liquor Control Board Profits 

▪ Criminal Justice-Pop 
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▪ Marijuana Excise Tax 

▪ Liquor/Beer Excise Tax 

o ILA with Snoco FD 17 for Accounting Services 

o Passport and Central Services 

▪ Records & Copy Services 

▪ Passport Photo Fees 

▪ Passport & Naturalization Fee 

▪ Fingerprinting 

o Plan Check Fees 

▪ Planning & Engineering Land Use Review Fees 

▪ Plan Check Fees 

o Court Fees and Fines 

▪ Traffic Violations 

▪ NSF Check Fees 

▪ District Court Fines 

o Interest and Rentals/Leases 

▪ Interest-Investments 

▪ Interest-Property Tax 

▪ Interest-Local Sales Tax 

▪ Lease and Rentals 

▪ Other Misc. Revenues 

▪ PUD Pass-through 

▪ Refundable Deposits - Civic Center Rental 

▪ Land Use Deposits Passthrough 

• Street Fund-Projection 

o Property Tax 

o Vehicle Fees TBD 
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o Multimodal Transportation 

o Street & Curb Right-of-Way Permits 

o Fuel Tax 

o Other Planning and Development-Inspections 

o Investment and Interest 

o Miscellaneous Revenue 

o Operating Transfer from the General Fund (001) 

• Parks Impact Fees Fund-Projection 

o Investment Interest 

• Community Event and Arts Fund-Projection 

o Transfer from General Fund 

• Streets CIF Fund-Projection 

o Grants 

o Mitigation 60% Lake Industries 

o Mitigation 60% Developer 

o Investment Interest 

o Mitigation 60% Cemex 

o Transfer from REET Capital Improvement Fund 

o Transfer from General Fund 

• Alternate Route CIF Fund-Projection 

o Mitigation 40% Developer 

o Mitigation 40% Lake Industries 

o Mitigation 40% Cemex 

o Investment Interest 

• REET Fund-Projection 

o Real Estate Excise Tax-1st 1/2% 

o Investment Interest 
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o Real Estate Excise Tax-2nd 1/2% 

• Water Fund-Projection 

o Water Sales 

o Reconnect Fees 

o Other Planning and Development-Inspections 

o Investment Interest 

o Installations 

o Water Service Inspection 

o Late Fees 

• Water CIF Fund-Projection 

o CIF Water Sales 

o General Facilities Charges 

o Investment Interest 

• Sewer Fund-Projection 

o Sewer Charge 

o Sewer Inspections 

o Other Planning and Development-Inspections 

o Investment Interest 

o Sewer Overage Charge 

o New Account Setup Fee 

o Late Fees 

• Sewer CIF Fund-Projection 

o General Facilities Charges 

o Investment Interest 

• Storm Fund-Projection 

o DOE Grants 

o Storm Drainage Fees 
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o Interest 

• Storm CIF Fund-Projection 

o General Facilities Charges 

o LID Retrofit Indiana/Kentucky WQC-2026-GraFal-00200 

o Investment Interest 

• Solid Waste Fund-Projection 

o Investment Interest 

• Total Revenue Projection 

Mayor Matthew Hartman opened the public testimony portion of the 

public hearing. 

No one either in person, or online, chose to speak on this issue. 

Mayor Matthew Hartman closed the public testimony portion of the public 

hearing. 

Motion to close the public hearing. 

Moved By: Councilmember Steven Glenn 

Seconded By: Councilmember Bruce Straughn 

Result: Carried 

 7.b AB 109-2025 Discussion of the 2026 Budget Message and 

Preliminary Budget 

City Manager Jeff Balentine reviewed his submitted 2026 Budget 

Message with the Council, Staff and Audience. 

7.c AB 110-2025 ILA with Snohomish County for Animal Control 

Transport Services (2026-2029) 

Motion to approve and authorize the City Manager to execute the 

Intergovernmental Services Agreement between Snohomish County and 

the City of Granite Falls for Animal Control Transport Services for the 

period of January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2029. 

Moved By: Councilmember Tom FitzGerald 

Seconded By: Councilmember Bruce Straughn 

Result: Carried 
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8. CURRENT BUSINESS 

None. 

9. MAYOR'S COMMENTS (5 minutes) 

Mayor Matthew Hartman commented on the following: 

• School Board Candidate Forum tomorrow night at 6 p.m., city hall 

• Snohomish County Cities Dinner tomorrow night 

• City Council Candidate Forum 10/22 at 6 p.m., city hall 

10. COUNCIL COMMENTS (15 minutes) 

Councilmember Tom FitzGerald commented on the following: 

• School Board Meeting - 9/24 

• Next School Board Meeting - 10/2 

• High School Football Game 7 p.m. Friday 

• Last Football Game - 10/31 

Councilmember Steven Glenn commented on the following: 

• Thanked everyone for Railroad Days event 

Councilmember David Griggs commented on the following: 

• Thanked staff for sending meeting link 

• Wreaths Across America - 12/13 @ 9 a.m. 

Councilmember Bruce Straughn gave an update on the TAC Committee 

Meeting. 

11. CITY MANAGER (5 minutes) 

City Manager Jeff Balentine commented on the following: 

• Legislative Agenda Ideas - 11/19 

• Election candidate forums 

• Health care, dental, etc. - increase of 4.46% 

• Railroad Days Event 
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• Halloween Dinosaurs (4-8 p.m.- Frightening Falls) 

• AWC Fall Dist. meetings 

• State Auditor's Office (ransom ware) 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned 

at 8:15 p.m. 

 

 

_________________________ 

City Clerk Darla Wilkins, MMC 

 

_________________________ 

Mayor Matthew Hartman 
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  Agenda Bill: 115-2025 
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA BILL 
 
 
Subject: AB 115-2025 
 
Action Recommended: Approval of 
consent agenda 
 
Meeting Date:  November 5, 2025 
 
Date Submitted: October 31, 2025 
 
Exhibit(s):   None 
 
Originating Dept.: City Manager 
 

Approval(s): X City Manager 
  Public Works 
  X Finance 
  Planning 
  Attorney 
  Other: __________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Budgeted Amount: $884,910.14 
Fund(s):  
001 Current Expense = $342,555.00 
103 Community Events, Arts, Recreation = $3,700.00 
303 Cif / Streets = $255,176.10 
401 Water = $62,007.82 
402 Cif / Water = $77,104.02 
403 Sewer = $40,925.76 
405 Storm Drainage = $4,971.75 
 
 

Summary Statement:  
 
Claims are for October 16, 2025 through November 5, 2025. 
 

 
Background: 
 
N/A 
 

 
Recommended Motion:  
1) Motion to approve the claims as presented. This can be accomplished as part of the motion 

to approve the consent agenda. 
2) Motion to amend the [state date] claims and approve the minutes as amended. 
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  Agenda Bill: 116-2025 
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA BILL 
 
 
Subject: AB 116-2025 
 
Action Recommended: Approval of 
consent agenda 
 
Meeting Date:  November 5, 2025 
 
Date Submitted: October 16, 2025 
 
Exhibit(s):   None 
 
Originating Dept.: City Manager 
 

Approval(s): X City Manager 
  Public Works 
  X Finance 
  Planning 
  Attorney 
  Other: __________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Budgeted Amount: $81,450.64 
Fund(s):  
001 Current Expense = $26,582.51 
101 Streets = $9,199.75 
401 Water = $16,495.57 
403 Sewer = $25,781.56 
405 Storm Drainage = $4,391.25 
 

 
Summary Statement:  
 
Payroll claims are for October 1, 2025 through October 15, 2025. 
 

 
Background: 
 
N/A 
 

 
Recommended Motion:  
1) Motion to approve the payroll claims as presented. This can be accomplished as part of the 

motion to approve the consent agenda. 
2) Motion to amend the [state date] payroll claims and approve the minutes as amended. 
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Granite Falls City Hall
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Climax Locomotive; near Waites Mill Page 40 of 284
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Western Train Co.
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Western Train Co.
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Hurlbut Miniatures Designed in Los Angeles, CA by theme park pioneer bud hurlbut. 
Inspired by American Civil War Era Locomotives
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City Clerk Report to City Council 
(November 5, 2025) 

City Clerk Staff Report 
November 5, 2025 

 
Business Licenses (Inside City): 
 
Reconstruct LLC 
209 Noble Way 
Granite Falls, WA 98252-8703 
Business license application is for: Contracting, general business 
 
Business Licenses (Outside City): 
 
Chandler’s Tree & Stump Services Inc. 
8519 171st Ave SE 
Snohomish, WA 98290 
Business license application is for: Tree removal, pruning and stump grinding 
 
CDAS Construction Services LLC 
2802 96th St. SE 
Everett, WA 98208-4322 
Business license application is for: Contractor, construction 
 
Alliance Laundry Systems Distribution LLC 
15540 Woodinville-Redmond Rd. NE, Ste. 100 
Woodinville, WA 98072 
Business license application is for: Appliances-major, electronics and appliance retailers, major 
appliances-install, repair, laundry equipment, repair 
 
Fence Systems NW, Inc. dba Economy Fence Center (Fence Systems NW, Inc.) 
11709 Cyrus Way 
Mukilteo, WA 98275-5406 
Business license application is for: Install fences and gates 
 
Taylor’s Excavators, Inc. 
3134 268th St. NW 
Stanwood, WA 98292-4531 
Business license application is for: Wholesale, retail site preparation, including underground utilities 
hauling & demolition 
 
Wholesale Floors (Builders Interiors, Inc.) 
17802 134th Ave. NE, Ste. 11 
Woodinville, WA 98072-8806 
Business license application is for: Flooring & tile stone sales and installation of carpet, tile, hardwood, 
vinyl and laminate 
 
Agrow-Tech Hydroseeding (Forth, Troy Anthony) 
10919 115th Ave NE 
Lake Stevens, WA 98258-8203 
Business license application is for: Hydroseeding, straw blowing 
 
Building Permits Issued: 
 
Dennis Schule      Building Permit #2025-045 
11125 Mt. Loop Hwy., Bldg. F 
Installation of a steel commercial building 
Issued on: 10/17/2025 
 
(Continued on next page) 
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City Clerk Report to City Council 
(November 5, 2025) 

Renee Mulvaney      Building Permit #2025-051 
201 Alder Ave. 
Construction of a residential steel garage 
Issued on: 10/28/2025 
 
Jim Eckels       Building Permit #2025-059 
607 Saratoga St. 
Residential gas furnace replacement 
Issued on: 10/15/2025 
 
Brendan Hofman      Building Permit #2025-060 
601 N. Indiana Ave. 
Residential gas furnace replacement 
Issued on: 10/15/2025 
 
Thomas C. Pritchard     Building Permit #2025-061 
507 Hemming Way 
Residential water heater replacement 
Issued on: 10/15/2025 
 
Robert Ruth      Building Permit #2025-062 
303 S. Kentucky Ave. 
Residential demolition of a single-family manufactured home 
Issued on: 10/21/2025 
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2025 Council Outlook Schedule - revised 11/3/2025
Date Cohort Item # Description

Wednesday, November 5, 2025
Council

1 AHBL Presenting Code Changes to Council

Special 6PM 2 Public Hearing on Property Tax Levy
3 Property tax levies set by ordinance and filed with County
4 Public Hearing on Preliminary Budget (First Hearing)

Staff Public notice of the final budget and hearing dates published

Wednesday, November 19, 2025
Council

1 2026 Preliminary Budget Review

Regular 2 Public Hearing on Final Budget (Second Hearing)
3 Establish the city's 2026 legislative priorities

4 Public Hearing Miller Properties CPA/ZMA2024-001

 
5 Staff Report on Process for City Manager 2025 Performance Review (due 12/17/2025)

Staff Copies of the proposed budget made available to the public.

Wednesday, December 3, 2025
Council

1 UW Students Presentation

Regular 2 Budget Amendment
3 Public Hearing - Code Changes - AHBL

Wednesday, December 17, 2025
Council

1

Regular 2

Wednesday, January 7, 2026

Council

1 Swear in newly appointed councilmembers

Regular 2 Election of Mayor and Mayor Pro Tempore
3 Review and confirm appointments to city boards, commissions, and/or committees.
4 Proposed Code Change - E-Bikes & E-Scooters
5 Economic Development Strategy

Wednesday, January 14, 2026 Council &
Planning
Commission

1 Archives Training

Regular 2

3

Wednesday, January 21, 2026

Council

1 Waste Management Briefing - Rhianne Janovich

Regular 2 Update on the 2026-2031 Capital Facilities Plan and related projects
3 Departmental heads present annual service level reports (KPIs)
4

Wednesday, February 4, 2026
Council

1 Review Employee Handbook

Regular 2 Review administrative procedures

Wednesday, February 18, 2026
Council

1 Economic Development Strategy
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Regular 2 Review Stormwater system upgrades (post WWTP upgrade)
3 Plan community engagement activities (follow-up to Retreat)

Wednesday, March 4, 2026
Council

1 Transportation Improvement Planning - Internal Infrastructure Needs Assessment

Regular 2 Legion Park Discussion (follow-up to Retreat)
3 Public Safety Services and Equipment Discussion (follow-up to Retreat)

Wednesday, March 18, 2026
Council

1 Review grant opportunities

Regular 2 Status 2025 Retreat items and establish 2026 Retreat agenda items

Council
Date Cohort Item # Description
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 Revenue since 
6-6-2022 

 Revenue YTD 
2025 

 Gross Margin 
YTD 2025 

Total Revenue (since 6-6-2022) 1,232,352.35$  695,779.51$   417,449.13$        
30-day Annualized Revenue Trend 840,925.57$     60.0%

Gross Margin % Sales

 Revenue 
Change v prior 

year 
Total Gross Margin (since 6-6-2022) 547,169.43$     44.4% 316,677.69$  
30-day Annual Projected Gross Margin 504,532.89$     60.0% 83.5%

# Processed
 Last 30 day Avg. 

per day Break Even
Total Passport Applications Processed 34,393            22.6                     15.7               
Total Passport Photos Taken 31,203            23.5                     14.2               

As of October 29 2025

32.5 

16.4 

22.0 

15.8 

31.8 

25.0 

16.5 

39.3 

19.7 

25.4 

15.5 

28.0 

22.3 

15.0 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

30-day Application & Photo Processing By Weekday

 Applications  Photos

$1,949 

$982 
$1,292 

$869 

$1,688 
$1,363 

$903 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

30-day Statistics By Day

 Avg.
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CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT    

To: Mayor and City Council 
From: Amy Hess, Planning Director 
Department: Planning and Community Development 
Date: November 5, 2025 
Subject: Planning Department Update 

 

1. OVERVIEW 

I’m excited to be a part of the City of Granite Falls at such an exciting time.  I come to you with 
almost two decades of municipal service from a variety of departments and hope to use my 
skills to be an integral part of the team as we continue to develop. 

In the coming months, I will help lead our effort to launch an online permitting system—
something I’m eager to bring forward to make the process more efficient and user-friendly 
for both applicants and staff. This will help streamline reviews, improve communication, 
create efficiencies, and give the public easier access to permit/project information. 

I’m also looking ahead to the anticipated lifting of the sewer moratorium, and preparing for 
an increase in development activity. That means building out the department—reviewing 
staffing, procedures, and coordination with Public Works—to make sure we’re ready to 
handle new growth in a responsible, organized, and sustainable way. 

I’m excited to be on board and look forward to working with City Council and staff in this next 
phase! 

 

2. DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY 

Development activity remains minimal, with the sewer moratorium still in place. There has 
been interest in a number of properties in anticipation of the moratorium lift and we expect 
to see at least one land use application as soon as its lifted.  
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3. LONG-RANGE PLANNING 

Staff continues to advance long-range planning efforts, including updates to the code to 
ensure compliance with recent state legislation.  These changes include updates related to 
accessory dwelling units, unit lot subdivisions, permit review timelines, and a number of 
additions to enable clear, consistent application of the code. 

I will also be reviewing the code to identify areas that need updating and/or revising to be 
consistent with state law and to ensure a thoughtful, responsible approach as we see 
increased growth.  Please feel free to highlight any particular sections you’d like to have 
prioritized.  

 

4. POLICY AND PROCESS IMPROVEMENTS 

I am working on initiating an online permitting and tracking system to improve transparency 
and efficiency. The new system will allow applicants to apply for permits, submit materials, 
check review status, make payments, and review current permit and land use activity online. 
Staff is currently reviewing five vendors systems to determine the best fit and expects to 
launch the platform in the coming months. 

In addition, the department will be reviewing internal workflows and standard templates and 
checklists to support more consistent and predictable permitting. 

 

5. UPCOMING PRIORITIES 

Prio to the end of 2025, the Planning Commission and Planning Department expect to 
complete the following: 

• Finalize and provide recommendations and draft ordinances to Council on code 
updates related to Title 19 and the Critical Areas Ordinance.  These changes will bring 
us into compliance with the Growth Management Act and enable us to utilize grant 
funds. 

Over the next quarter, the Planning Department will focus on: 

• Development and launch of the online permitting system (actual implementation 
may depend on vendor timeframes). 

• Updating forms, checklists, and processes to align with and the new permitting 
software and permit review. 
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• Continued efforts to update the code to not only ensure compliance with state 
legislation, but also to thoughtfully and responsibly guide new growth and 
development. 

• Phase II of zoning code amendments facilitated by AHBL and the Planning 
Department. 

 

6. SUMMARY 

The Planning Department is working to modernize operations, improving service delivery, 
creating efficiencies for both staff and applicants, and preparing for the next phase of 
community growth. Staff will continue to keep Council informed as key initiatives advance 
and new development opportunities emerge.  I am open to your feedback and questions as 
these exciting changes move forward. 
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Public Works Staff Report  
November 5, 2025 

 
 

 
WATER  
 
10/20/2025, Staff received a phone call from a resident in the 300 block of E. Pioneer stating the water service 
to the property was not working. Public Works confirmed this after responding. The water meter was removed, 
and no water was flowing out of the setter. Public Works worked on the issue until 7:30 pm, at which point the 
resident was supplied with a temporary water connection. 10/21/2025, the meter area was excavated, and the 
water meter setter was removed from the copper service line. Still no flow. A tool was run down the service line 
back to the main to check for obstructions, and a blockage was felt near the main line. After locating the 
general area of the blockage, a road cut was made. 10/22/2025, traffic control was set up, and Public Works 
began excavation. Once down to the dirt, a small amount collapsed into a pool of water, exposing a leak at the 
saddle connection. The water basemap was used to identify the valves to shut down the area. Once closed, no 
noticeable pressure changes were observed. After shutting down roughly 13 valves, a final valve at the 
intersection of W. Stanley/Kentucky depressurized the line. The leaking saddle was replaced, and a new 
section of copper service line was installed before recharging the water system. After verifying the repair was 
successful, the hole was filled in, and temporary asphalt was placed on the road.       
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STORMWATER  
 
Public Works responded to a flooding stormwater catch basin on the corner of N. Granite and Paradise 
Parkway. Once they arrived, the water level had dropped. Following heavy rain, four catch basins were 
cleaned and 80’ of pipe was jetted to remove debris. Once completed, a push camera was used to verify that 
the pipes were cleaned and there were no outstanding issues. The area will be checked again during heavy 
rainfall.   
 
A possible illicit discharge call came into city hall on 10/30/2025. The caller reported oil on the road in the 
Bogart Meadows neighborhood. Upon arrival, Public Works applied absorbent pads to protect a nearby catch 
basin and spread absorbent granules on the spill. No oil was witnessed in the catch basin, but Public Works is 
checking in periodically during rainy periods.  
 
SEWER 
 
The lift stations were recently winterized. Public Works checked the heat tape on exposed water lines, drain 
hoses, and verified that the cabinet heaters were set and working at the three sites. 
 
STREETS 
 
Parts were ordered and received for two of the three snow plows. Ben from Public Works inspected the plows 
and made repairs to get them ready winter season. Extra headlight assemblies were ordered and stocked. 
These tend to break each year due to heavy vibration. 

 
To make sure we’re fully stocked for winter road maintenance, 20 yards of washed sand have been piled up at 
the decant facility. Sand helps provide traction on icy roads during storms. In addition, 100 forty-pound bags of 
road salt were purchased and stored, ensuring Public Works has plenty of materials on hand when conditions 
get slippery. 
 
The Cascade/Grand Street Improvement Project is nearing completion and has now progressed to the punch 
list and striping phase. Most of the major construction work has been finished, and the remaining items include 
pavement markings and punch list items. Unfortunately, recent weather conditions have delayed the striping 
process. We are monitoring the weather and coordinating with the contractor, hoping for a break in the weather 
that aligns with an opening with the contractor.  
 
PARKS 
 
Mowing has slowed down, and soon the restrooms at Jack Webb and Frank Mason Parks will be closed for the 
season. 
 
MISC.  
 
Following the submission of the affidavit for prevailing wage, staff will complete the notice of completion 
through Labor & Industries for the Frank Mason Dock Replacement Project. 10/30/2025, staff received 
closeout documents from the Department of Commerce to complete. This is underway now.   
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City of Granite Falls 

In Partnership with 

Snohomish County Sheriff’s Office 

 
 
Sheriff Susanna Johnson     City Manager Jeff Balentine 

 

GRANITE FALLS POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Monthly Council Report 

Reporting Period: October 2025 

 

To: Mayor, City Council, City of Granite Falls Staff 

From: Chief Tom Dalton 

Date: October 31, 2025 

Subject: Monthly Police Activity Report 

 

Calls for Service (CFS) 

As of October 30th, 2025, Deputies responded to 784 calls for service (CFS), with 305 of those being 

officer-initiated. 

For comparison, through October 31st, 2024, Deputies responded to 999 CFS, 408 of which were officer-

initiated. 

• Deputy Nunemaker: 155 CFS 

• Deputy Sicilia: 124 CFS 

• Graveyard Deputies: Averaged calls in the 80s 

• Chief Dalton: 61 CFS 

Deputies completed 33 case reports, 23 of which were within city limits. 

 

School Engagement 

Deputies responded to 37 calls for service at local schools. 

Deputy Nunemaker continues to strengthen relationships with students, handling 49% of these calls. 

She routinely conducts school safety checks and actively participates in classroom activities where she is 

welcomed, embodying our community policing philosophy. 
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City of Granite Falls 

In Partnership with 

Snohomish County Sheriff’s Office 

 
 
Sheriff Susanna Johnson     City Manager Jeff Balentine 

 

Activity Summary 

• Domestic Violence: 2 (1 Assault 4, 1 Verbal) 

• Alarm Calls: 32 (17 within city limits) 

• Animal Complaints: 17 (7 within city limits) 

• Public Assists: 25 (17 within city limits) 

• Suspicious Circumstances: 63 (41 within city limits) 

• Trespasses: 6 

• Burglaries: 1 

• Thefts: 2 

• Collisions: 20 (8 within city limits) 

• Traffic-Related Complaints: 129 

o 9 citations issued 

o 15 violations noted on citations 

o 2 DUI arrests 

o 2 vehicle prowls (both within city limits) 

• Death Investigations: 5 (4 within city limits) 

These incidents are both time-consuming and emotionally demanding, requiring extensive 

investigative work and compassion from our Deputies. 

• Welfare Checks: 32 (20 within city limits) 

• Behavioral Health Contacts: 19 (12 within city limits) 

• Suicide-Related Calls: 13 (7 within city limits) 

o One case resulted in an Extreme Risk Protection Order (ERPO) being obtained to ensure 

the safety of an individual and their family while the subject received mental health 

support. 

• CPS Assists: 3 — Deputies accompanied social workers to provide scene security and assist in 

determining if criminal investigations were warranted. 
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• Sexual Assault: 1 rape case forwarded to the Special Investigations Unit for follow-up 

interviews with victims and witnesses through Dawson’s Place. 

 

 

Traffic and Enforcement Trends 

In 2024, Deputies responded to or investigated 393 traffic-related incidents (collisions, DUIs, and 

complaints). 

Year-to-date for 2025, we have already handled 1,061 traffic-related incidents, representing: 

• +2.78% increase in traffic complaints 

• +2.11% increase in DUI arrests 

• +2.35% increase in collision investigations 

We continue to see a sharp increase in hit-and-run collisions, which remain a concern for enforcement 

and investigation. Deputies have stepped up traffic enforcement efforts to address this trend. 

 

Response Times 

The overall median dispatch arrival times for the city are currently 13 minutes.  The median dispatch 

time for cleared calls for Deputies within the city is at 12 minutes.  The Median dispatch time for arrival 

times within the city for October was 20 Minutes and the maximum dispatch time for clearing a call was 

159 minutes. 

The overall median dispatch arrival times for county calls are currently 20 minutes.  The median dispatch 

time for cleared calls for Deputies county calls is at 20 Minutes.  The Median dispatch time for arrival 

times for the county for October was 19 minutes and the maximum dispatch time for clearing a call was 

129 minutes.     

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Chief Tom Dalton 

Granite Falls Police Department 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA BILL 
 
 
Subject: AB 117-2025 
 
Action Recommended: Approval of 
consent agenda 
 
Meeting Date:  November 5, 2025 
 
Date Submitted: November 3, 2025 
 
Exhibit(s):   
Attachment A – Title 19 Proposed 
Amendments 
 
Attachment B - Signed Determination of 
Non-significance (DNS) 
 
Attachment C – David Toyer Comments 
 
 

 
 
 
Originating Dept.: X Planning 
 
Approval(s): City Manager 
  Public Works 
  Finance 
  X Planning 
  Attorney 
  City Clerk 
  Other:    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Budgeted Amount: N/A 
BARS Code:   
 
 
Summary Statement:  
 
Proposed Amendments to Title 19 and 21 to integrate local requirements associated with the 
City’s obligations under the Growth Management Act and recently enacted legislation by the 
Washington State Legislature.  
 
 
Background: 
 
The City of Granite Falls is in the process of amending Title 19, Unified Development Code to 
integrate local requirements associated with the City’s obligations under the Growth 
Management Act and recently enacted legislation by the Washington State Legislature. The 
proposed amendments also ensure consistency with the City’s recently adopted 2024 
Comprehensive Plan. Below is a list of the applicable recently enacted legislation by the 
Washington State Legislature: 

• HB 1337, regarding accessory dwelling units (GFMC 19.06.090) – Expands housing 
options by limiting barriers to the construction and use of accessory dwelling units, 
including allowing for at least two ADUs per single family lot and adding guidance on 
design and parking standards. 
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• SB 5258, regarding unit lot subdivisions (GFMC 19.05.310) – Increases the supply and 
affordability of condominium units and townhouses as an option for homeownership, 
including revising unit lot subdivision regulations to allow for the subdivision of a parent 
lot into separately owned unit lots.   

• SB 5290, regarding local permit review (GFMC 19.04A.230) - Consolidates local permit 
review processes and amends sections of RCW 36.70B, including adding guidance for 
permit fee refunds and adjusting the time period for jurisdictional review while reiterating 
existing time periods for determinations of completeness. 

• House Bill 1998, regarding legalizing inexpensive housing choices through co-living 
housing - Requires co-living housing as a permitted use on any lot located within an 
urban growth area that allows at least six multifamily residential units, including on a lot 
zoned for mixed use development. Proposed amendments to Title 19 were presented to 
the Planning Commission on March 11, 2025; September 9, 2025; October 14, 2025; 
and October 28, 2025 (Public Hearing). The Planning Commission recommended 
approval of the proposed code amendments, and no verbal public comments were 
provided at the Public Hearing. One letter was received on October 28, 2025, from Toyer 
Strategic Advisors, Inc. which provided suggested revisions to the proposed 
amendments, shown in Attachment C.  

• A SEPA Determination of Non-significance was issued on October 2, 2025, with a 14-
day public comment period which ended on October 16, 2025 (Attachment B). No public 
comments were received. 

The proposed code amendments were sent to the Department of Commerce on October 2, 
2025 with a request for expedited review. Expedited review was approved on October 16, 
2025. 

 
Recommended Motion:  
1) Motion to approve the amendments as proposed or otherwise discussed and/or revised.  
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City Council Staff Report 
 

Subject:  Proposed Amendments to GFMC Title 19, Unified 
Development Code 

Date of Staff Report:  October 31, 2025 

Date of Meeting:  November 5, 2025 

Consultant Contact: Patrick Kelly, AICP and Wayne Carlson, FAICP, LEED AP 
AHBL, Contract City Planners 

 
Summary 

The City of Granite Falls is in the process of amending Title 19, Unified Development Code 
to integrate local requirements associated with the City’s obligations under the Growth 
Management Act and recently enacted legislation by the Washington State Legislature. The 
proposed amendments also ensure consistency with the City’s recently adopted 2024 
Comprehensive Plan. Below is a list of the applicable recently enacted legislation by the 
Washington State Legislature: 

• HB 1337, regarding accessory dwelling units (GFMC 19.06.090) – Expands housing 
options by limiting barriers to the construction and use of accessory dwelling units, 
including allowing for at least two ADUs per single family lot and adding guidance on 
design and parking standards.  

• SB 5258, regarding unit lot subdivisions (GFMC 19.05.310) – Increases the supply 
and affordability of condominium units and townhouses as an option for 
homeownership, including revising unit lot subdivision regulations to allow for the 
subdivision of a parent lot into separately owned unit lots.   

• SB 5290, regarding local permit review (GFMC 19.04A.230) - Consolidates local 
permit review processes and amends sections of RCW 36.70B, including adding 
guidance for permit fee refunds and adjusting the time period for jurisdictional 
review while reiterating existing time periods for determinations of completeness. 
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• House Bill 1998, regarding legalizing inexpensive housing choices through co-living 
housing - Requires co-living housing as a permitted use on any lot located within an 
urban growth area that allows at least six multifamily residential units, including on 
a lot zoned for mixed use development. 

Proposed amendments to Title 19 were presented to the Planning Commission on March 
11, 2025; September 9, 2025; October 14, 2025; and October 28, 2025 (Public Hearing). 
The Planning Commission recommended approval of the proposed code amendments, 
and no verbal public comments were provided at the Public Hearing. One letter was 
received on October 28, 2025, from Toyer Strategic Advisors, Inc. which provided suggested 
revisions to the proposed amendments, shown in Attachment C.  

A SEPA Determination of Nonsignificance was issued on October 2, 2025, with a 14-day 
public comment period which ended on October 16, 2025 (Attachment B). No public 
comments were received. 

The proposed code amendments were sent to the Department of Commerce on October 2, 
2025 with a request for expedited review. Expedited review was approved on October 16, 
2025, and the following comments were received on October 27, 2025: 

• ADUs  

 We recommend removing conversion language in section 19.06.090(4)(c) 
to align with RCW 36.70A.681(1)(j). Response: language removed  

 We recommend not requiring ADUs to maintain or have similar façade, 
roof pitch and siding to the principal unit to align with RCW 
36.70A.681(1)(h). Response: language removed 

 We recommend removing entrance [location] requirement in section 
19.06.090(4)(a) to align with RCW 36.70A.681(1)(h). Response: language 
removed 

• STEP [Shelter, Transitional Housing, Emergency Housing, and Permanent 
Supportive Housing] 

 PSH and transitional housing aren’t allowed in all required zones. It 
[appears] the shelter use allowed in the same zones as hotels may not 
map to the statutory definition of emergency housing/ shelter, so that may 
need to be updated. Response: Staff is reviewing these definitions at this 
time. 
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• Residential parking 

  All the [proposed] changes look fine. More updates will be needed to be 
consistent with SB 6015, but it doesn’t [appear this is] the intent of this 
update. Response: Acknowledged 

The following is a summary of proposed code amendments to Granite Falls Municipal Code 
(GFMC) Title 19, Unified Development Code.  

Suggested Amendments 

Street Design Standards 

• Added language to GFMC 19.04D.020(3) to ensure the approval of plats are subject 
to compliance with the adopted street design specifications, in accordance with 
Transportation Policy T-1.7 of the 2024 Comprehensive Plan. 

• Added language to GFMC 19.04D.020 (4) to ensure traditional street grids are used 
in accordance with Transportation Policy T-1.6 of the 2024 Comprehensive Plan. 

Definitions (GFMC 19.02) 

• Added definitions to GFMC Chapter 19.02 for clarity and to reflect proposed 
additions to various code sections, including the following definitions: 
o “Accessory living quarters” 
o “Assisted senior living facility” 
o “Courtyard apartments” 
o “Dog day care” 
o “Educational institutions”  
o “Emergency shelter, indoor”  
o “Emergency shelter, outdoor”  
o “Hard Surface Coverage”  
o “Hospital”  
o “Interior alterations” 
o “Live/work units”  
o “Medical or dental 

office/clinic”  
o “Microbreweries and brew 

pubs”  
o “Monument sign” 

o “Non-responsiveness” 
o “Open record public hearing” 

or “public hearing” 
o “Permanent supportive 

housing”  
o “Place of Worship”  
o “Project permit” or “project 

permit application” 
o “Public meeting” 
o “Sight distance” 
o “Significant Tree” 
o “Social or civic organization 

facility” 
o “Transitional Housing” 
o “Triplex” 
o “Zoning map amendment” 
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Development Standards (GFMC 19.03) 

• Added allowance for relief from the minimum density requirements of the MR zone 
with Designated Official decision (GFMC 19.03.080(I)). 

• Added satellite (off-site) parking regulations in the MR zone (GFMC 19.03.080(J), in 
accordance with Land Use Policy LU-3.2 of the 2024 Comprehensive Plan. 

• Replaced “lot coverage” with “hard surface coverage” in all zones, to include all 
impervious surfaces (previously only included buildings). Sidewalks with a width of 
five feet or less are not included in hard surface coverage calculations.  

• Added Home Occupations as a conditional use in the Central Business District 
(GFMC 19.03.090) when located within an approved residential use, in accordance 
with Land Use Policy LU-3.2 of the 2024 Comprehensive Plan. 

 
Project Permit Types and Timelines (GFMC 19.04A Article III) 

• Added interior site plan review as a Type I permit and unit lot subdivisions as a Type 
II permit to GFMC Table 19.04A-I: Classification of Permits and Decisions. 

• Added standards to GFMC 19.04A.230 Time frames for review in accordance with 
Senate Bill 5290, including:  
o Updated project permit timelines for Type I, II, and III permits. 
o Added standards for applicant actions that may impact the established project 

permit timelines.  
o Added project types that are excluded from project permit timelines. 

Comprehensive Plan Amendments (GFMC 19.04C.035) 

• Added an exception to annual amendments to allow for more frequent amendments 
for an emergency, per RCW 36.70A.130(2)(b). 

Legal Lot Status (GFMC 19.04D.060) 

• Added a section (GFMC 19.04D.060) on legal lot status determination. 

Unit Lot Subdivisions (GFMC 19.05.310) 

• Added standards to GFMC 19.05.310 Unit lot subdivisions in accordance with 
Senate Bill 5258, including:  
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o Revised the Section title from “Unit lot subdivisions” to “Fee simple unit lot 
subdivisions.” and updated the purpose statement to reflect this change. 

o Added standards as required per Senate Bill 5258, such as notes that shall be 
placed on the recorded plat.  

Landscaping Standards (GFMC 19.06.020) 

• Revised the definition of significant trees to exclude Alders and Cottonwoods at any 
size from being classified as a significant tree (GFMC 19.06.020(D)(4)). 

Sign Standards (GFMC 19.06.040) 

• Proposed the following revisions to GFMC 19.06.040, Sign regulations: 
o Replaced the term “Freestanding signs” with “Monument signs” throughout the 

section.  
o Changed the maximum height of monument signs from 25 feet to 12 feet in the 

Public Ownership and General Business District zones. 

Parking Standards (GFMC 19.06.050, Table 1) 

• Revised parking quantity requirements (GFMC 19.06.050, Table 1) for boarding 
houses from 1 parking stall per sleeping room to 0.25 parking stalls per sleeping 
room in accordance with House Bill 1998 relating to legalizing inexpensive housing 
choices through co-living housing. 

Accessory Dwelling Units (GFMC 19.06.090)  

• Added standards to GFMC 19.06.090, Accessory dwelling units in accordance with 
House Bill 1337, including: 
o Allowing for up to two ADUs per single family lot (the existing Code allows for 

one ADU per single family lot).  
o Added that mobile homes, recreational vehicles, campers, or vehicles shall not 

be used as an ADU. 
o Revised design standards to ensure compliance with House Bill 1337, such as: 

 Allowing for ADUs to be created through the addition or conversion of 
an existing detached structure even if the structure is nonconforming 
to required setbacks or lot coverage, if fire and safety standards are 
met and the existing nonconformity is not worsened. 

 Removed the existing ADU entrance standards (GFMC 
19.06.090(C)(4)(a)). 
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 Removed the existing ADU design standard requiring a similar façade, 
roof pitch, and siding to the principal dwelling units (GFMC 
19.06.090(C)(4)(e)). 

o Added parking standards for ADUs. 
o Added impact fee requirements for ADUs. 

Recreational Vehicles (GFMC 19.06.135 and 10.04.030) 

• Added standards for storage of Recreational Vehicles on residential properties 
(GFMC 19.06.135) and within the public right of way (GFMC 10.04.30) in accordance 
with Land Use Policy LU-3.3 of the 2024 Comprehensive Plan. 

Parking of Trucks, Trailers or Tractor-Trailer Combination (GFMC 10.04.040) 

• Added time limits for parking of trucks, trailers or Tractor-Trailer combinations on 
residential streets in any residential zone. 

Impact Fees (GFMC 21.06.170) 

• Added additional language to GFMC 21.06.170 for exemptions or reductions to Park 
Impact Fees per RCW 82.02.060(4).  

 

Attachments 

A. Title 19 Package of Proposed Revisions 
B. SEPA Determination of Nonsignificance 
C. Comment Letter received on October 28, 2025 from Toyer Strategic Advisors, Inc. 
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19.01.010 Title. 

This title shall be known as the Granite Falls unified development code (UDC). [Ord. 905 § 1 (Att. A), 2016; Ord. 740 § 1 (Exh. A), 
2007.] 

19.01.020 Purpose. 

The general purposes of the development code are: 

(A) Implement Comprehensive Plan. To implement the comprehensive plan in accordance with Chapter 36.70 RCW et seq.
(Planning Enabling Act) and Chapter 36.70A RCW et seq. (Growth Management Act) and implementing a six-year
Transportation Improvement Program consistent with the Comprehensive Plan in accordance with RCW 35.77.010;

(B) Promote Health and Safety. To promote public health, safety, and general welfare through regulation of physical
development of the city;

(C) Orderly Development. To plan for future development of the city in an orderly and predictable fashion;

(D) Adequate Public Facilities. To provide for adequate public facilities and services to support land development;

(E) Promote Well-Being. To promote social and economic well-being through integration of aesthetic, environmental, and
economic values;

(F) Protect Property Rights. To protect property rights;

(G) Protect Resources. To encourage protection of environmentally critical or historically significant resources;

(H) Ensure Adequate Space. To ensure provision of adequate space for commercial, industrial, residential, and other activities
necessary for public welfare;

(I) Administration of Regulations. To provide for efficient and effective administration and enforcement of the regulations;

(J) Provide Light and Access. To provide adequate light, air, privacy, and convenience of access to property;

(K) Elimination of Nonconforming Uses. To provide for the gradual elimination of those uses of land, buildings and structures
which do not conform to the standards of the district in which they are located and are adversely affecting the development
and taxable value of property in the district. [Ord. 905 § 1 (Att. A), 2016; Ord. 740 § 1 (Exh. A), 2007.]

19.01.030 Interpretation and application – General. 

(A) Minimum Requirements. In interpreting and applying the provisions of this UDC, they shall be held to be minimum
requirements, adopted for the promotion of the public health, safety, and general welfare. It is not intended by this UDC to
interfere with or revoke or invalidate any easement, covenant, or other agreement between parties.

(B) Greater Restrictions. When the provisions of this UDC impose greater restrictions than are imposed by other applicable
city, Snohomish County, state, and federal regulations, the provisions of this UDC shall control.

(C) For the purpose of the unified development code, all words used in the code shall have their normal and customary
meanings, unless specifically defined otherwise in this code.

(D) Ambiguities or Differences. In case of any ambiguity or difference of meaning or inconsistencies between the text and any
illustrations or other graphics, the text throughout this UDC shall control.

(E) Construction of Words. Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, words in the present tense can include the future
tense, and words in the singular can include the plural, or vice versa. Except for words and terms defined in
Chapter 19.02 GFMC and in Chapter 19.07 GFMC, all words and terms used in this UDC shall have their customary meanings.

(F) Shall, Should, May, Will. The words “shall,” “should” and “will” are always mandatory and not discretionary. The word “may”
is discretionary.

(G) The word “used” includes designed, intended, or arranged to be used.

(H) The masculine gender includes the feminine and vice versa.

(I) Distance shall be measured horizontally unless otherwise specified. [Ord. 1030 § 1, 2022; Ord. 905 § 1 (Att. A), 2016; Ord.
740 § 1 (Exh. A), 2007.]

19.01.040 Severability. 

If any section, subsection, clause, or phrase of this UDC is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such 
unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of the remaining portions of this UDC. [Ord. 905 
§ 1 (Att. A), 2016; Ord. 740 § 1 (Exh. A), 2007.]

Attachment A

Page 71 of 284



 

 
DRAFT Granite Falls Title 19 Code Amendments  
October 31, 2025      2 

19.01.050 User’s guide. 

(A) Chapters. This UDC contains 10 chapters: 

(1) General Provisions. Establishes the purpose, title and basic rules for using the city development code. 

(2) Basic Definitions. Provides definitions for words used throughout the UDC. Words or terms used only in the 
environmental regulations chapter, Chapter 19.07 GFMC, are defined in that chapter. 

(3) Zoning. Lists and describes the zoning classifications, allowed uses for each zone, and the density, intensity, setback, 
and open space requirements for each zone. 

(4) Code Administration. Combines and coordinates the application, review, and approval procedures for land 
development in the city. 

(5) General Permits. Provides application procedures, decision criteria, and development standards for conditional use 
permits, planned residential developments, annexations, variances, and temporary uses. 

(6) Development Standards. Provides development standards such as density, setbacks, height, lot coveragehard surface 
coverage, landscaping, buffering, fences, signs, loading, parking, access, and other standards to cover general and 
specific uses; also covers home occupations, day care facilities, accessory dwelling units, group homes, adult 
entertainment, manufactured home parks, RV parks, nonconforming uses, and public works construction standards. 

(7) Environmental Regulations. Establishes the policies and regulatory process for implementing the State Environmental 
Policy Act (SEPA) and to identify and protect environmentally critical areas; also incorporates by reference the Granite 
Falls shoreline master program, and provides regulations for flood damage prevention. 

(8) Siting Essential Public Facilities. Provides a comprehensive and efficient process for siting essential public facilities. 

(9) Land Use Fees and Deposits. Establishes fees and deposits for various services, actions, and permits regarding land 
use as per the unified development code and shall be established by resolution of the city council. 

(10) Vacations of Streets and Access Easements. Establishes the procedure and criteria that the city will use to decide 
upon vacation of streets, alleys, and other types of public easements relating to street, pedestrian or travel purposes. 

(B) Numbering Scheme. The numbering scheme used in this title operates as shown below: 

Title Chapter Section Subsection 

19. 05. 010 (A)(1)(a)(i), (ii), 
(iii) 

(C) Format. Each chapter begins with a purpose statement for the chapter. Basic definitions are contained in 
Chapter 19.02 GFMC. Cross references to other chapters and sections of this UDC can be found throughout the document. 
[Ord. 937 § 9 (Exh. H), 2017; Ord. 905 § 1 (Att. A), 2016; Ord. 862 § 54, 2013; Ord. 740 § 1 (Exh. A), 2007.] 
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19.02 Definitions.  

19.02.010.A 
“Accessory living quarters” means living quarters in an accessory building for the use of the occupant or persons employed on 
the premises, or for temporary use by guests of the occupant.  Such quarters do not include an area for the preparation or 
storage of food and are not used as a separate dwelling unit.  
 
“Assisted senior living facility” means a residential facility for elderly persons (ages fifty-five or older) who require assistance 
with daily tasks such as cooking, eating, bathing, housekeeping, dispensing of medicines, shopping, appointments and other 
tasks. 
 
19.02.030.C 
“Courtyard Apartments” means attached dwelling units arranged on two or three sides of a yard or court. 
 
19.02.040.D 
“Dog day care” means any commercial facility where four or more dogs are left by their owners during the daytime for periods 
of supervised social interaction in play groups with other dogs. Supervised social interaction occurs during the majority of the 
time the pets are at the facility. 
 
19.02.050.E 
“Educational institutions” means facilities that provide instruction and training in a wide variety of subjects by specialized 
enterprises, such as schools, colleges, universities, and training centers.  
 
“Emergency shelter, indoor” means any facility that is constructed for the primary purpose of providing shelter 
for people experiencing homelessness in general or for specific populations of people experiencing homelessness consistent 
with RCW 36.70A.030(10). People may be granted admittance on a nightly or extended-stay basis. Emergency 
shelters may include day centers that do not provide overnight accommodations. Supportive services may or may not be 
provided in addition to the provision of shelter.  
 
“Emergency shelter, outdoor” means a facility that provides shelter in temporary structures for people experiencing 
homelessness in general or for specific populations of people experiencing homelessness. “Temporary structure” means not 
affixed to land permanently including tents, vehicles, or other structures not regulated under the building code. People may be 
granted admittance on a nightly or extended-stay basis. 
 
19.02.080.H 
“Hard Surface Coverage” means all impervious surfaces (asphalt, concrete pavement, compacted gravel areas, buildings, 
driveways, parking lots, sidewalks, etc.) and permeable surfaces like pervious pavements, or vegetated roofs.  
 
“Hospital” means an institution that provides twenty-four-hour-per-day care for the diagnosis, treatment, care and curing of 
individuals suffering from illness, injury or any condition requiring medical, obstetric, surgical, or psychiatric care; and other 
related uses customarily incidental thereto. 
 
19.02.090.I 
“Interior alterations” means construction activities that do not modify the exiting site layout or the building footprint. 
 
19.02.120.L 
“Live/work units” means built spaces that function as both work spaces and residences, allowing for workers to live and work 
in the same location. 
 
19.02.130.M  
“Medical or dental office/clinic” means a commercial use in which health care services for humans are provided on an 
outpatient basis, including but not limited to offices for doctors, dentists, chiropractors, and other health care practitioners.  
 
“Microbreweries and brew pubs” means an establishment which manufactures beer or cider beverages on site and may sell 
products manufactured on site for on-premises and off-premises consumption. 
 
“Monument sign” means a ground-mounted, fixed sign having a low profile with no open space between the ground and the 
sign and having a base structure constructed of masonry, wood, or materials similar in appearance. 
 
19.02.140.N 
“Non-responsiveness” means that an applicant is not making demonstrable progress on providing additional requested 
information to the city, or that there is no ongoing communication form the applicant to the city on the applicant’s ability or 
willingness to provide the additional information. 
 
19.02.150.O 
“Open record public hearing” or “public hearing” means a hearing, conducted by a single hearing body or officer authorized by 
the city to conduct such hearings, that creates the city’s record through testimony and submission of evidence and 
information, under procedures prescribed by the city by ordinance or resolution. An open record public hearing may be held 
prior to the city’s decision on a project permit to be known as an “open record pre-decision hearing.” An open record public 
hearing may be held on an appeal, to be known as an “open record appeal hearing,” if no open record pre-decision hearing 
has been held on the project permit. 
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19.02.160.P 
“Permanent supportive housing”, as defined in RCW 36.70A.030, means subsidized, leased housing with no limit on length of 
stay that prioritizes people who need comprehensive support services to retain tenancy and utilizes admissions practices 
designed to use lower barriers to entry than would be typical for other subsidized or unsubsidized rental housing, especially 
related to rental history, criminal history, and personal behaviors. Permanent supportive housing is paired with on-site or off-
site voluntary services designed to support a person living with a complex and disabling behavioral health or physical health 
condition who was experiencing homelessness or was at imminent risk of homelessness prior to moving into housing to retain 
their housing and be a successful tenant in a housing arrangement, improve the resident's health status, and connect the 
resident of the housing with community-based health care, treatment, or employment services. Permanent supportive 
housing is subject to all of the rights and responsibilities defined in chapter 59.18 RCW. 
 
“Place of Worship” means a church, synagogue, temple, or other place of religious worship.  
 
“Project permit” or “project permit application” means any land use or environmental permit or license required from the city 
for a project action, including but not limited to building permits or other construction permits, subdivisions, binding site 
plans, planned unit developments, conditional use permits, site plan review, permits or approvals required by the city’s critical 
areas ordinance, but excluding permits for wireless communication facilities and the adoption or amendment of a 
comprehensive plan, subarea plan, zoning map amendment, or development regulations except as otherwise specifically 
included in this section, and administrative approvals that are categorically exempt from environmental review or for which 
environmental review has already been completed. 
 
“Public meeting” means an informal meeting, hearing, workshop, or other public gathering of people to obtain comments from 
the public or other agencies on a proposed project permit prior to the city’s decision. A public meeting may include, but is not 
limited to, a scoping meeting on a draft environmental impact statement. A public meeting does not include an open record 
hearing. The proceedings at a public meeting may be recorded and a report or recommendation may be included in the city’s 
project permit application file. 
 
“Public safety facility” means land or structures owned by or operated for the safety and benefit of the public use and 
necessity, including, but not limited to, fire and police protection services. 
 
19.02.190.S  
“Sight Distance” means the clear sight triangles at any intersection or access point connection to allow a driver stopped on an 
approach to depart from the minor road or access point and enter or cross the major road. The "triangle" is defined by the 
line-of-sight from a vehicle stopped on a minor road to a vehicle approaching on the major road and back to the intersection. 
This area, along the intersection approach legs and across their included corners, must be clear of obstructions that might 
block a driver's view of potentially conflicting vehicles. The vertex, or decision point, of the sight triangle on the minor road or 
access point shall be 15 feet from the edge of the major road traveled way. The edge of the traveled way shall be the outside 
edge of the travel lane. Bicycle lanes, walkways or paved shoulders are not included. 
 
“Significant Tree” means a healthy evergreen or deciduous tree, ten inches in diameter or greater as a single trunk, measured 
four and one half feet above existing grade. Alders and Cottonwoods are not considered significant trees at any size. 
  
“Social or civic organization facility” means a facility used for social or civic purposes, operated by a nonprofit or government 
organization. 
 
19.02.200.T  
“Transitional Housing” as defined in RCW 84.36.043, means a project that provides housing and supportive services to 
homeless persons or families for up to two years and that has as its purpose facilitating the movement of homeless persons 
and families into independent living. 
 
“Triplex” means a building with three attached dwelling units with common separation walls joining the units, none of which 
overlaps another vertically. 
 
19.02.260.Z 
“Zoning map amendment” means is a change to a land’s designation on the city's zoning map that alters the boundaries of a 
zoning district. 
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19.03 Zoning 

Table 19.03-I: Permitted Uses by Zoning District  

 

(R-2.3)  
Riverfront 
Residential 

(R-9600) 
Residential 

9,600 

(R-7200) 
Residential 

7,200 

(MR) 
Multiple 

Residential 

(DT-2500) 
Downtown 
Residential 

(CBD) 
Central 

Business 
District 

(GC)  
General 

Commercial 

(IR) 
Industrial/ 

Retail 

(LI)  
Light 

Industrial 

(HI) 
Heavy 

Industrial 

(P/I) 
Public/ 

Institutional  

(OS) 
Open Space  

(PP) 
Public Park  

PUBLIC AND INSTITUTIONAL 
Antennas P P P P P P P P P P C   
Churches/Religious 
institutions 

             

Community Center           P   
Educational 
institution 

    C P P  P C P   

Essential Public 
Facilities 

 C C C C P P P P  C   

Municipal Parking 
area 

   P P P P  P  P   

Place of Worship  C C C C C C    P   
Preschool      C P P  P C    
Public library           P   
Public parks C P P P P P P    P   
Public safety 
facilities 

P C C P P P C P P P P   

Public facilities and 
utilities 

C C C C C C C    P   

Social or civic 
organization facility 

   C C P P    P   

INDUSTRIAL 

Accessory living 
quarters 

       P 
(secondary 
use) 

P 
(secondary 
use) 

P 
(secondary 
use) 

   

Building material 
sales and storage 

    C P P P P  C     

Commercial 
laundries and 
cleaners 

    C P P P P     

Commercial 
nurseries/greenho
uses 

     C P P P     
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(R-2.3)  
Riverfront 
Residential 

(R-9600) 
Residential 

9,600 

(R-7200) 
Residential 

7,200 

(MR) 
Multiple 

Residential 

(DT-2500) 
Downtown 
Residential 

(CBD) 
Central 

Business 
District 

(GC)  
General 

Commercial 

(IR) 
Industrial/ 

Retail 

(LI)  
Light 

Industrial 

(HI) 
Heavy 

Industrial 

(P/I) 
Public/ 

Institutional  

(OS) 
Open Space  

(PP) 
Public Park  

Communication 
Facility 

P P P P P P P P P P C   

General 
warehousing 
including wholesale 
trade 

       P P     

Light 
manufacturing and 
assembly 

     P P P P P    

Recycling facility, 
processing 

      C P P P    

Recycling facility, 
scrap and 
dismantling facility 

      C P P P    

Surface mining          P    
OPEN SPACE AND PARKS 
Challenge or zip 
line course 

C C  C C P P       

Display or 
community garden 

P P P P P P P    P P  

Go-cart facility C C  C C P P       
Off-street public 
parking 

P P P P P P P       

Outdoor passive 
parks 

P P P P P P P    P P P 

Park maintenance 
storage facility 

C PC PC PC PC PC CP P P Not ListedP P P P 

Picnic area and 
related facilities 

P P P P P P P     P P 

Play 
equipmentPlaygrou
nd 

P P P P P  P     P P 

Playfields C P P P P  P     P P 
Private recreational 
facilities 

P C C C C P P P P P  P P 

Public restrooms P P P P P P P P P P    
Public utility PC PC PC PC PC PC PC P P P P C  
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(R-2.3)  
Riverfront 
Residential 

(R-9600) 
Residential 

9,600 

(R-7200) 
Residential 

7,200 

(MR) 
Multiple 

Residential 

(DT-2500) 
Downtown 
Residential 

(CBD) 
Central 

Business 
District 

(GC)  
General 

Commercial 

(IR) 
Industrial/ 

Retail 

(LI)  
Light 

Industrial 

(HI) 
Heavy 

Industrial 

(P/I) 
Public/ 

Institutional  

(OS) 
Open Space  

(PP) 
Public Park  

Remote control 
model facility 

   C C P P C      

Stormwater 
retention or 
detention pond 

P P P P P P P P P P    

Trails P P P P P P P    P P P 
RESIDENTIAL 
Accessory Dwelling 
Unit 

P P P  C         

Adult Family Home P P P P P         
Assisted Senior 
Living Facility 

   P P         

Boarding House   P P P P P P       
Convalescent home    P P C        
Courtyard 
Apartments 

   P P         

Duplex  P P           
Dwelling, multiple-
family 

   P C P4 C       

Dwelling, single 
family 

P P P P P         

Emergency 
Temporary Shelter 

     P P    P   

Home-based 
Family daycare 

C C C C C C C        

Foster home  P P P P         
Home occupation P P P P P C2        
Live/work units    C C P P       
Manufactured 
Home 

P P P P P         

Mobile Home Park    P          
Nursing or 
Convalescent 
Home 

   P P C        

Permanent 
Supportive Housing 

 P P P P P4 C       

RVs P             

Page 77 of 284



 

 
DRAFT Granite Falls Title 19 Code Amendments  
October 31, 2025      8 

 

(R-2.3)  
Riverfront 
Residential 

(R-9600) 
Residential 

9,600 

(R-7200) 
Residential 

7,200 

(MR) 
Multiple 

Residential 

(DT-2500) 
Downtown 
Residential 

(CBD) 
Central 

Business 
District 

(GC)  
General 

Commercial 

(IR) 
Industrial/ 

Retail 

(LI)  
Light 

Industrial 

(HI) 
Heavy 

Industrial 

(P/I) 
Public/ 

Institutional  

(OS) 
Open Space  

(PP) 
Public Park  

RV Recreational 
Vehicle (RV) park 

P             

Townhouse    P C         
Transitional 
Housing  

 P P P P P4 C       

Triplex    P P         
COMMERCIAL 
Adult Cabaret       P       
Animal 
clinics/hospitals 

     C P P      

Animal shelter       C  P P C   
Art galleries      P P P      
Automobile sales 
and rentals 

      P P P     

Automobile fueling 
and service 

      P P P     

Banks, business 
and drive up 
banking 

     P P P      

Bed and Breakfast  C C  C         
Boat sales and 
repair 

     CP P P P P    

Cabinet and 
furniture shops 

    C P P P P     

Cafeteria or limited 
service restaurant 

     P P P      

Cemetery            P   
Commercial 
kennels and 
catteries 

 C C    P P P     

Commercial 
nursery/greenhous
es 

       P P P    

Convenience Store      P P P      
Day Care Centers P CP CP P1P P1P P P P1      
Dog Day Care  C C   P P P      
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(R-2.3)  
Riverfront 
Residential 

(R-9600) 
Residential 

9,600 

(R-7200) 
Residential 

7,200 

(MR) 
Multiple 

Residential 

(DT-2500) 
Downtown 
Residential 

(CBD) 
Central 

Business 
District 

(GC)  
General 

Commercial 

(IR) 
Industrial/ 

Retail 

(LI)  
Light 

Industrial 

(HI) 
Heavy 

Industrial 

(P/I) 
Public/ 

Institutional  

(OS) 
Open Space  

(PP) 
Public Park  

Drive in 
espresso/coffee 
business 

     P P P      

Drycleaners/Laund
romats 

     P P P C     

Florists, retail      P P P      
Fitness centers and 
workout gyms 

     P P P C     

Gambling premises      C P       
Health and 
personal care 
stores 

     P P P      

Heavy equipment 
sales, 
service/repair, and 
rental 

      C P P P    

Hospitals     C  C P   P   
Hotels/Motels       P P       
Light equipment 
sales, rental, and 
repair 

     P P P P     

Lodge, resort, and 
recreational 
facilities 

C C3 C           

Lumberyards, retail       P P P P    
Marijuana retailer      P P       
Medical or dental 
office/clinic 

    C P P P P  P   

Microbreweries 
and brew pubs 

     P P P P     

Motorcycle sales 
and service, 
Interior only 

     PC P P P     

Museum     P P P C   P   
Nursery, Indoor 
retail sales 

      P P P     
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(R-2.3)  
Riverfront 
Residential 

(R-9600) 
Residential 

9,600 

(R-7200) 
Residential 

7,200 

(MR) 
Multiple 

Residential 

(DT-2500) 
Downtown 
Residential 

(CBD) 
Central 

Business 
District 

(GC)  
General 

Commercial 

(IR) 
Industrial/ 

Retail 

(LI)  
Light 

Industrial 

(HI) 
Heavy 

Industrial 

(P/I) 
Public/ 

Institutional  

(OS) 
Open Space  

(PP) 
Public Park  

Office, business, or 
professional 

    C P P P      

Outdoor Storage 
and/or display 

     C C P P P    

Personal Service 
establishment 

 C C C C P P P      

Pet shop, grooming 
and supplies 

     P P P      

Private kennel  C            
Private parking 
facility 

   P  P P P P P    

Recreation and 
Entertainment – 
indoor commercial 

    C P P P P     

Recreation and 
Entertainment – 
outdoor 
commercial 

    C C P P      

Recreation vehicle 
sales and repair 

      P P P     

Recycling collection 
station 

      P P P     

Restaurant, full 
service 

     P P C      

Retail trade – small 
scale (under 2,500 
square foot floor 
area) 

   C C P P P P     

Retail trade – 
medium scale 
(2,500 – 20,000 
square foot floor 
area) 

     P P P P     

Retail trade – 
medium scale (over 
20,000 square foot 
floor area) 

     C P P      
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(R-2.3)  
Riverfront 
Residential 

(R-9600) 
Residential 

9,600 

(R-7200) 
Residential 

7,200 

(MR) 
Multiple 

Residential 

(DT-2500) 
Downtown 
Residential 

(CBD) 
Central 

Business 
District 

(GC)  
General 

Commercial 

(IR) 
Industrial/ 

Retail 

(LI)  
Light 

Industrial 

(HI) 
Heavy 

Industrial 

(P/I) 
Public/ 

Institutional  

(OS) 
Open Space  

(PP) 
Public Park  

Shoe repair, 
clothing alterations, 
etc. 

     P P P      

Stables and riding 
schools  

       P      

Taverns and bars      P P P      
1 Permitted as a secondary use. 
2 Within an approved residential use 
3 On parcels with any portion within 200 feet of a shoreline of statewide significance that comply with the provisions of the city’s shoreline master program. 
4 Permitted as a secondary use on the floor above a principal use. 
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19.03.040 Riverfront residential (R-2.3) zone. 

The riverfront residential (R-2.3) zone includes lots that are highly constrained riverfront lots in or near the floodplain of the 
Pilchuck River. This area was originally subdivided as recreational lots but critical areas and floodplains constrain development 
to a high degree. The R-2.3 zone is intended to provide for a narrow range of land uses compatible with the environmental 
constraints. 

(A) Principal Uses. Principal uses in the riverfront residential (R-2.3) zone are: 

(1) Single-family dwelling; 

(2) RV park. 

(B) Secondary Uses. Secondary uses in the riverfront residential (R-2.3) zone are: 

(1) Home occupation; 

(2) Accessory building. 

(C) Conditional Uses. Conditional uses in the riverfront residential (R-2.3) zone are: 

(1) Public facility; 

(2) Radio transmitting antenna and satellite signal receiving antenna; 

(3) Recreational facilities. 

(DA) See Table 19.03-I for a list of permitted uses in the R-2.3 zone. 

(B)) Minimum Building Setbacks. Minimum building setbacks in the riverfront residential (R-2.3) zone are: 

(1) Front yards: 20 feet from property line except alleys, which setback will be 10 feet; 

(2) Side yards: Five feet on each side; provided, that corner lots shall observe the front yard setback from any street or 
private road; 

(3) Rear yards: 25 feet from property line for principal buildings and five feet from property line for accessory buildings; 

(4) Alley setback: No portion of any structure shall be closer than 10 feet from an alley. 

(EC) Minimum Lot Width. Minimum lot width in the riverfront residential (R-2.3) zone is 100 feet. Corner lots shall not be less 
than 120 feet. 

(DF) Minimum Lot Size. Minimum lot size in the riverfront residential (R-2.3) zone is 2.3 acres or 100,000 square feet. 

(EG) Maximum Height. Maximum height in the riverfront residential (R-2.3) zone is 33 feet. 

(FH) Maximum Hard Surface Lot Coverage. Maximum hard surface coveragelot coverage in the riverfront residential (R-2.3) 
zone is 30 percent. 

(GI) Maximum Density. Maximum density in the riverfront residential (R-2.3) zone is one dwelling unit per 2.3 acres. 

(HJ) Minimum Density. Minimum density in the riverfront residential (R-2.3) zone is three dwelling units per acre. [Ord. 905 § 1 
(Att. A), 2016; Ord. 740 § 1 (Exh. A), 2007.] 

19.03.050 Residential 9,600 (R-9,600) zone. 

The residential 9,600 (R-9,600) zone includes a designation that is single-family in nature and should not allow units other than 
single-family, townhouses,  and duplexes, or accessory dwelling units. This area is intended to be a transition zone between 
the rural areas outside the UGA and the more intense urban land uses. The character of this area is predominantly single-
family developments on either larger lots or on clustered, PRD lots. 

(A) Principal Uses. Principal uses in the residential 9,600 (R-9,600) zone are: 

(1) Single-family dwelling; 

(2) Foster home; 

(3) Boarding house; 

(4) Manufactured or mobile home park; 
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(5) Duplex on lots of 14,400 square feet or larger. 

(B) Secondary Uses. Secondary uses in the residential 9,600 (R-9,600) zone are: 

(1) Accessory building; 

(2) Home occupation. 

(C) Conditional Uses. Conditional uses in the residential 9,600 (R-9,600) zone are: 

(1) Day care center; 

(2) Church; 

(3) Public facility; 

(4) Radio transmitting antenna and satellite signal receiving antenna; 

(5) Bed and breakfast; 

(6) School; 

(7) Private kennel; and 

(8) Lodge, resort and recreational facilities on parcels with any portion within 200 feet of a shoreline of statewide 
significance that comply with the provisions of the city’s shoreline master program. 

 (D) (A) See Table 19.03-I for a list of permitted uses in the R-6,000 zone. 

(B)Minimum Building Setbacks. Minimum building setbacks in the residential 9,600 (R-9,600) zone are: 

(1) Front yard: 20 feet from property line. 

(2) Side yard: Five feet on each side; provided, that the corner lots shall observe the front yard setback from any street or 
private road. 

(3) Rear yard: 10 feet from property line for principal buildings and five feet from property line for accessory buildings. 

(4) Alley setback: No portion of any structure shall be closer than 10 feet from an alley. 

(CE) Minimum Lot Width. Minimum lot width in the residential 9,600 (R-9,600) zone is 60 feet. Corner lots shall not be less than 
70 feet. 

(DF) Minimum Lot Size. Minimum lot size in the residential 9,600 (R-9,600) zone is 9,600 square feet. 

(EG) Maximum Height. Maximum height in the residential 9,600 (R-9,600) zone is 33 feet. 

(F(H) Maximum Lot CoverageHard Surface Coverage. Maximum lot hard surface coverage in the residential 9,600 (R-9,600) 
zone is 40 percent. 

(GI) Maximum Density. Maximum density in the residential 9,600 (R-9,600) zone is six four and one-half dwelling units per acre 
in a planned residential development. 

(HJ) Minimum Density. Minimum density in the residential 9,600 (R-9,600) zone is three four dwelling units per acre. [Ord. 960 
§ 5 (Exh. D), 2018; Ord. 905 § 1 (Att. A), 2016; Ord. 827 § 2, 2012; Ord. 740 § 1 (Exh. A), 2007.] 

19.03.060 Residential 7,200 (R-7,200) zone. 

The residential 7,200 (R-7,200) zone designation shall provide for primarily single-family, duplex, and triplex residential 
development at a range of between four and six dwelling units per acre and compatible uses such as schools and churches 
where the full range of public facilities and services to support urban development exists. This zone is intended to support a 
wider variety of residential uses than the R-9,600 zone and be more flexible relative to the types of residential uses. 

(A) Principal Uses. Principal uses in the residential 7,200 (R-7,200) zone are: 

(1) Single-family dwelling; 

(2) Foster home; 

(3) Boarding house; 

(4) Manufactured or mobile home park; 

Page 83 of 284



 

 
DRAFT Granite Falls Title 19 Code Amendments  
October 31, 2025      14 

(5) Duplex on lot of 10,800 square feet or larger. 

(B) Secondary Uses. Secondary uses in the residential 7,200 (R-7,200) zone are: 

(1) Accessory building; 

(2) Home occupation. 

(C) Conditional Uses. Conditional uses in the residential 7,200 (R-7,200) zone are: 

(1) Day care center; 

(2) Church; 

(3) Public facility; 

(4) Radio transmitting antenna and/or satellite signal receiving antenna; 

(5) Bed and breakfast; and 

(6) School. 

(A) See Table 19.03-I for a list of permitted uses in the R-7,200 zone. 

(DB) Minimum Lot Size. Minimum lot size in the residential 7,200 (R-7,200) zone is 7,200 square feet. 

(CE) Minimum Lot Width. Minimum lot width in the residential 7,200 (R-7,200) zone is 50 feet. Corner lots shall not be less than 
60 feet. 

(DF) Minimum Building Setbacks. Minimum building setbacks in the residential 7,200 (R-7,200) zone are: 

(1) Front yard: 20 feet from the property line. 

(2) Side yard: Five feet on each side; provided, that corner lots shall observe the front yard setback from any street or 
private road. 

(3) Rear yard: 10 feet from property line for principal buildings and five feet from property line for accessory buildings. 

(4) Alley setback: No portion of any structure shall be closer than 10 feet from an alley. 

(EG) Maximum Height. Maximum height in the residential 7,200 (R-7,200) zone is 33 feet. 

(FH) Maximum Lot Hard Surface Coverage. Maximum lot hard surface coverage in the residential 7,200 (R-7,200) zone is 45 
percent. 

(GI) Maximum Density. Maximum density in the residential 7,200 (R-7,200) zone is six dwelling units per acre. 

(HJ) Minimum Density. Minimum density in the residential 7,200 (R-7,200) zone is four dwelling units per acre. [Ord. 960 § 6 
(Exh. E), 2018; Ord. 905 § 1 (Att. A), 2016; Ord. 740 § 1 (Exh. A), 2007.] 

19.03.070 Downtown residential (DT-2,500) zone. 

The downtown residential (DT-2,500) zone designation shall provide more flexible zoning for residential uses that are 
compatible with the quality and character of the existing area. This area has traditionally been a single-family, duplex and 
triplex zone of predominantly single-family character. This zone is intended to discourage large-scale multifamily 
developments but beallow for flexibility to allow flexible enough to allow  the use of the existing small lots for densities of 
single-family, duplex, and triplex developments. 

(A) Principal Uses. Principal uses in the downtown residential (DT-2,500) zone are: 

(1) Single-family dwelling; 

(2) Duplex; 

(3) Triplex; 

(4) Foster home; 

(5) Boarding house; and 

(6) Nursing home. 
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(B) Secondary Uses. Secondary uses in the downtown residential (DT-2,500) zone are: 

(1) Accessory building; 

(2) Home occupation; and 

(3) Day care center. 

(C) Conditional Uses. Conditional uses in the downtown residential (DT-2,500) zone are: 

(1) Church; 

(2) Public facility; 

(3) Health care facility; 

(4) Radio transmitting antenna and/or satellite receiving antenna; 

(5) Multifamily structure; 

(6) Bed and breakfast; 

(7) Social and recreational facility; and 

(8) School. 

(A) See Table 19.03-I for a list of permitted uses in the DT-2,500 zone. 

(BD) Minimum Lot Size. Minimum lot size in the downtown residential (DT-2,500) zone is 2,500 square feet per dwelling unit. 

(CE) Minimum Lot Width. Minimum lot width in the downtown residential (DT-2,500) zone is 30 feet. Corner lots shall have a lot 
width of not less than 40 feet. 

(DF) Minimum Building Setbacks. Minimum building setbacks in the downtown residential (DT-2,500) zone are: 

(1) Front yard: 10 feet from property line. 

(2) Side yard: Five feet on each side; provided, that corner lots shall observe the front yard setback from any street or 
private road. 

(3) Rear yard: 10 feet from property line for principal buildings and five feet from property line for accessory buildings. 

(4) In the case of multistory structures over two stories high, the base yard requirements of subsections (F)(1), (2), and (3) 
of this section shall be increased by an amount equal to five feet for the sum of the side yards and three feet each for the 
minimum width side yard, designated rear yard and designated front yard for each story of building height over two. 

(5) No portion of any multifamily structure shall be closer than 15 feet from any other structure, nor, in the case of 
multistoried structures over two stories high, closer than an additional five feet for each story over two. 

(6) Alley setback: No portion of any structure shall be closer than 10 feet from an alley. 

(7) Garage, carport, fenced parking area setbacks: At least 20 linear feet of paved driveway shall be provided in front of 
any garage, carport, or fenced parking area. The linear distance shall be measured along a centerline of the driveway 
from the access point to such garage, carport, or fenced parking area to the street property line, pedestrian walkway, 
sidewalk, or access road easement, whichever is closest to the garage, carport, or fenced parking area. 

(EG) Maximum Height. Maximum height in the downtown residential (DT-2,500) zone is 33 feet. 

(FH) Maximum Lot Hard Surface Coverage. Maximum lot hard surface coverage in the downtown residential (DT-2,500) zone is 
70 percent. 

(GI) Maximum Density. Maximum density in the downtown residential (DT-2,500) zone is 15 dwelling units per acre. 

(HJ) Minimum Density. Minimum density in the downtown residential (DT-2,500) zone is 10 dwelling units per acre. [Ord. 937 
§ 11 (Exh. J), 2017; Ord. 905 § 1 (Att. A), 2016; Ord. 862 § 16, 2013; Ord. 740 § 1 (Exh. A), 2007.] 

19.03.080 Multiple residential (MR) zone. 

The multiple residential (MR) zone designation shall provide multifamily residential development at a range of densities 
between 12 and 24 dwelling units per acre or 28 dwelling units per acre subject to development conditions specified in 
subsection (I) of this section plus compatible uses such as schools, churches and day care centers where a full range of public 
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facilities and services that support urban development exists. GenerallyGenerally, this designation is appropriate for land 
which is located convenient to principal arterials and to industrial and commercial activity centers. 

(A) Principal Uses. Principal uses in the multiple residential (MR) zone are: 

(1) Single-family dwelling located on its own individual lot of 6,000 square feet or more; 

(2) Multifamily dwelling; 

(3) Foster home; 

(4) Boarding house; 

(5) Nursing home; and 

(6) Manufactured or mobile home park. 

(B) Secondary Uses. Secondary uses in the multiple residential (MR) zone are: 

(1) Accessory building; 

(2) Home occupation; and 

(3) Day care center. 

(C) Conditional Uses. Conditional uses in the multiple residential (MR) zone are: 

(1) Church; 

(2) Public facility; 

(3) Health care facility; 

(4) Radio transmitting antenna and/or satellite receiving antenna; 

(5) Bed and breakfasts; 

(6) Social and recreational facility; and 

(7) School. 

(A) See Table 19.03-I for a list of permitted uses in the MR zone. 

(DB) Minimum Lot Size. The minimum lot size in the multiple residential (MR) zone is 6,000 square feet. 

(CE) Minimum Lot Width. Minimum lot width in a multiple residential (MR) zone is 50 feet. Corner lots shall have a lot width of 
not less than 30 feet. 

(DF) Minimum Building Setbacks. Minimum building setbacks in the multiple residential (MR) zone are: 

(1) Front yard: 10 feet from property line. 

(2) Side yard: Five feet on each side; provided, that corner lots shall observe the front yard setback from any street or 
private road. 

(3) Rear yard: 20 feet from property line for principal buildings and five feet from property line for accessory buildings. 

(4) In the case of multistory structures over two stories high, the base yard requirements of subsections (F)(1), (2), and (3) 
of this section shall be increased by an amount equal to five feet for the sum of the side yards and three feet each for the 
minimum width side yard, designated rear yard and designated front yard for each story of building height over two. 

(5) No portion of any multifamily structure shall be closer than 15 feet from any other structure, nor, in the case of 
multistoried structures over two stories high, closer than an additional five feet for each story over two. 

(6) Alley setback: No portion of any structure shall be closer than 10 feet from an alley. 

(7) Garage, carport, or fenced parking area setback: 20 feet from property line or sidewalk, whichever is closer. At a 
minimum, the 20 feet shall be paved the width of the access to the garage, carport, or fenced parking area. The linear 
distance shall be measured along a centerline of the driveway from the access point to such garage, carport, or fenced 
parking area to the street property line, pedestrian walkway, sidewalk, or access road easement, whichever is closest to 
the garage, carport, or fenced parking area. 
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(EG) Maximum Height. Maximum height in the multiple residential (MR) zone is 33 feet. 

(FH) Maximum Lot Hard Surface Coverage. Maximum lot hard surface coverage in the multiple residential (MR) zone is 70 
percent. 

(GI) Maximum Density. Maximum density in the multiple residential (MR) zone is 24 dwelling units per acre or 28 dwelling units 
per acre when: 

(1) Frontage and immediate vehicle access can be provided onto a designated arterial; 

(2) Open space and recreational facilities are provided on site; and 

(3) No on-site environmentally critical areas exist. 

(HJ) Minimum Density. Minimum density in the multiple residential (MR) zone is 12 dwelling units per acre. [Ord. 960 § 7 (Exh. 
F), 2018; Ord. 937 § 12 (Exh. K), 2017; Ord. 905 § 1 (Att. A), 2016; Ord. 883 § 7, 2014; Ord. 862 § 17, 2013; Ord. 740 § 1 (Exh. A), 
2007.] 

(I) The designated official may approve a reduction in the minimum density outlined in subsection (H) of this section, provided 
that the applicant demonstrates one or more of the following: 

 
(a) The site is constrained due to its unusual shape, topography, location, easements, critical areas, access, or other 
features that preclude the minimum density being achieved; or 

(b) The project is a mixed-use project which provides a mix of residential and nonresidential uses which are compatible 
with surrounding uses and meet the intent of the MR zone; or 

(c) The applicant intends to construct only one residence provided that the residence is sited in such a manner that 
future development is not precluded.  

A written justification must be provided by the applicant for all requests for relief from minimum density requirements and is 
subject to director approval. 

(J) Satellite Parking. If the number of required off-street parking spaces required cannot reasonably be provided on the same 
lot where the principal use associated with these parking spaces is located, then spaces may be provided on adjacent or 
nearby lots in accordance with the provisions of this section. 

(a)    All such satellite parking spaces must be located within 400 feet of a public entrance of a principal building housing 
the use associated with such parking, or within 400 feet of the lot on which the use associated with such parking is 
located if the use is not housed within any principal building,  and shall be configured in a way that provides safe 
walking conditions to the building served by the parking. Satellite parking spaces intended for employee use may be 
located within any reasonable distance. 

(b)    The developer wishing to take advantage of the provisions of this section must present satisfactory written 
evidence that the developer has the permission of the owner or other person in charge of the satellite parking spaces 
to use such spaces. The developer must also sign an acknowledgement that the continuing validity of his permit 
depends upon his continuing ability to provide the requisite number of parking spaces. 

(c)    Persons who obtain satellite parking spaces in accordance with this section shall not be held accountable for 
ensuring that the satellite parking areas from which they obtain their spaces satisfy the design requirements of this 
chapter.  

19.03.090 Central business district (CBD) zone. 

The central business district (CBD) zone designation is comprised mostly of retail, dining, entertainment and similar 
businesses, which are conducted primarily indoors. Such uses include, but are not limited to, grocery stores, drug stores, 
furniture stores, clothing stores, bookstores, music stores, restaurants, movie theaters, and bowling alleys. It also includes 
many services such as law, accounting, and escrow offices as well as many other types of services. This zone is intended to 
provide for smaller scale specialty retail, entertainment and professional services in offices but not larger scale retail, facilities 
with outdoor storage or larger footprints. This zone provides for uses that are traditional to downtown business zones. 

(A) Principal Uses. Principal uses in the central business district (CBD) zone are: 

(1) Retail and wholesale sale; 

(2) Personal service, including self-service; 

(3) Office; 

(4) Restaurant; 

(5) Health care facility, excluding overnight accommodations; 
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(6) Social or recreational facility; 

(7) Hotel or motel; 

(8) Accessory structure and use; 

(9) Parking facility; 

(10) Indoor manufacturing, assembly; 

(11) Day care center, commercial; 

(12) Tavern; 

(13) Specialized instruction school; 

(14) Vocational school; and 

(15) Pet store and grooming services. 

(B) Secondary Uses. Secondary uses in the central business district (CBD) zone are: 

(1) Residential dwelling unit on the floor above a principal use; 

(2) Consumer goods repair; and 

(3) Accessory structure and use. 

(C) Conditional Uses. Conditional uses in the central business district (CBD) zone are: 

(1) Outside storage and display; 

(2) Veterinary clinic; 

(3) Church; 

(4) Public facility; 

(5) Service station; 

(6) Vehicle sale; 

(7) Automotive repair and service; 

(8) Miscellaneous repair; 

(9) School. 

(A) See Table 19.03-I for a list of permitted uses in the CBD zone. 

(DB) Minimum Lot Size. Minimum lot size in the central business district (CBD) zone is 2,000 square feet. 

(CE) Maximum Lot Hard Surface Coverage. Maximum lot Hard Surface coverage in the central business district (CBD) zone is 
none. 

(DF) Maximum Height. Maximum height in the central business district (CBD) zone is 50 feet. 

(EG) Minimum Building Setbacks for Nonmanufacturing Uses. 

(1) Front yard: None; 

(2) Side yard: None; 

(3) Rear yard: Five feet; 

(4) Alley setback: No portion of any structure shall be closer than 10 feet from an alley. 

(FH) Minimum Building Setbacks for Manufacturing and/or Assembly Uses. 

(1) Street/public right-of-way: 20 feet; 
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(2) Side yard: None, except when abutting a residential or commercial zone or comprehensive plan designation there 
shall be a side yard setback of five feet; 

(3) Rear yard: Five feet; 

(4) Alley setback: No portion of any structure shall be closer than 10 feet from an alley. 

(GI) Required Landscaping for Manufacturing and Assembly Uses. 

(1) All street setback areas which border a residential or commercial zone or comprehensive plan residential or 
commercial designation shall be landscaped to a depth of at least 20 feet with natural or installed plant material which 
will provide total coverage of the required landscape area within three years. 

(2) All rear and side yard setback areas which border residential zones shall be landscaped with plantings a minimum of 
five feet in height which will reach a mature height of eight feet from the ground level. Such plantings shall be installed 
and spaced to provide a continuous screen at maturity. 

(HJ) Prohibited Uses. Uses prohibited in the central business district are as follows: 

(1) Outside storage of equipment material, products, parts, supplies or vehicles for purposes other than retail sales and 
rentals. Outdoor storage of vehicles will be limited to an area 25 percent or less of gross square footage of the principal 
use. 

(2) Permanent construction yards for storage of equipment and construction products. 

(3) Manufacturing and/or assembly activity that generates noise levels exceeding 65 dB (normal conversation at three 
feet) as measured at the property line. [Ord. 983 § 1, 2020; Ord. 974 § 3, 2019; Ord. 960 § 8 (Exh. G), 2018; Ord. 937 § 13 
(Exh. L), 2017; Ord. 905 § 1 (Att. A), 2016; Ord. 862 §§ 18 – 22, 2013; Ord. 740 § 1 (Exh. A), 2007.] 

19.03.100 General commercial (GC) zone. 

The general commercial (GC) zone designation is comprised of more intensive retail and service uses than described in the 
CBD zone. General commercial uses typically require outdoor display and/or storage of merchandise and tend to generate 
noise as part of the operation. Such uses include, but are not limited to, auto, boat and recreational vehicle sales lots, tire and 
muffler shops, and equipment rental. The types of retail outlets are typically larger footprint stores like department stores, 
grocery, and large specialty stores. 

(A) Principal Uses. Principal uses in the general commercial (GC) zone are: 

(1) Retail and wholesale sales; 

(2) Personal service, including self-service; 

(3) Office; 

(4) Restaurant; 

(5) Health care facility, excluding overnight accommodations; 

(6) Social and/or recreational facility; 

(7) Hotel or motel; 

(8) Accessory structure and use; 

(9) Parking facility; 

(10) Veterinary clinic; 

(11) Service station; 

(12) Vehicle sales; 

(13) Automotive repair and service; 

(14) Miscellaneous repair; 

(15) Indoor manufacturing, assembly; 

(16) Day care center, commercial; 

(17) Tavern; 
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(18) Specialized instruction school; 

(19) Vocational school; and 

(20) Pet stores and grooming services. 

(B) Secondary Uses. Secondary uses in the general commercial (GC) zone are: 

(1) Consumer goods repair. 

(C) Conditional Uses. Conditional uses in the general commercial (GC) zone are: 

(1) Outside storage and/or display; 

(2) Church; 

(3) Public facility; 

(4) Commercial kennels and catteries; 

(5) Animal shelter; 

(6) Communication facility; and 

(7) School. 

(A) See Table 19.03-I for a list of permitted uses in the GC zone. 

(DB) Minimum Lot Size. Minimum lot size in the general commercial (GC) zone is 7,200 square feet. 

(CE) Maximum Lot Hard Surface Coverage. Maximum lot hard surface coverage in the general commercial (GC) zone is none. 

(DF) Maximum Height. Maximum height in the general commercial (GC) zone is 50 feet. 

(EG) Minimum Building Setbacks for Nonmanufacturing Uses. 

(1) Front yard: None; 

(2) Side yard: None; 

(3) Rear yard: Five feet; 

(4) Alley setback: No portion of any structure shall be closer than 10 feet from an alley. 

(FH) Minimum Building Setbacks for Manufacturing and/or Assembly Uses. 

(1) Street/public right-of-way: 20 feet; 

(2) Side yard: None, except when abutting a residential or commercial zone or a comprehensive plan residential or 
commercial designation there shall be a side yard setback of five feet; 

(3) Rear yard: Five feet; 

(4) Alley setback: No portion of any structure shall be closer than 10 feet from an alley. 

(GI) Required Landscaping for Manufacturing and Assembly Uses. 

(1) All street setback areas which border a residential or commercial zone or comprehensive plan residential or 
commercial designation shall be landscaped to a depth of at least 20 feet with natural or installed plant material which 
will provide total coverage of the required landscape area within three years. 

(2) All rear and side yard setback areas which border residential zones shall be landscaped with plantings a minimum five 
feet in height which will reach a mature height of eight feet from the ground level. Such plantings shall be installed and 
spaced to provide a continuous screen at maturity. 

(HJ) Prohibited Uses. Manufacturing and/or assembly activity that generates noise levels exceeding 65 dB (normal 
conversation at three feet) measured at the property line are prohibited in the general commercial (GC) zone. [Ord. 983 § 2, 
2020; Ord. 982 § 1, 2020; Ord. 974 § 4, 2019; Ord. 960 § 9 (Exh. H), 2018; Ord. 937 § 14 (Exh. M), 2017; Ord. 905 § 1 (Att. A), 
2016; Ord. 862 §§ 23 – 28, 2013; Ord. 740 § 1 (Exh. A), 2007.] 
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19.03.110 Heavy industrial (HI) zone. 

The heavy industrial (HI) zone designation will allow uses that involve a great deal of activity and storage outside the building; 
large doors are open, and there may be noise, light, heat, smoke, dust and odors detected beyond the property lines. Also, the 
hours of operation may fall outside of the normal 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. routine. An operation may begin very early in the 
morning and continue late into the evening. Such uses include, but are not limited to, fabrication, processing, storage, and 
assembly operations. 

(A) Principal Uses. Principal uses in the heavy industrial (HI) zone are: 

(1) Manufacturing, processing, creating, repairing, renovating, cleaning, painting, assembly of goods, merchandise and 
equipment; 

(2) Wholesale sales; 

(3) Warehousing; 

(4) Outside storage; 

(5) Surface mining; 

(6) Recycling; 

(7) Impound yard; 

(8) Communication facility; 

(9) Commercial kennels and catteries; and 

(10) Animal shelter. 

(B) Secondary Uses. Secondary uses in the heavy industrial (HI) zone are: 

(1) Accessory use; and 

(2) Night watchman’s quarters occupied by an employee of the operator of the principal use. 

(A) See Table 19.03-I for a list of permitted uses in the HI zone. 

(CB) Minimum Lot Size. Minimum lot size in the heavy industrial (HI) zone is none. 

(CD) Maximum Lot Hard Surface Coverage. Maximum lot hard surface coverage in the heavy industrial (HI) zone is none. 

(DE) Maximum Building Height. Maximum building height in the heavy industrial (HI) zone is 50 feet. 

(EF) Minimum Building Setbacks. Minimum building setbacks in the heavy industrial (HI) zone are: 

(1) Street/public right-of-way: 20 feet; 

(2) Side yard: None, except when abutting a residential or commercial zone or comprehensive plan designation which 
shall then be 20 feet or one foot for each foot of height of the structure nearest the side lot line, whichever is greater; 

(3) Rear yard: None, except when abutting a residential or commercial zone or comprehensive plan designation which 
shall then be 20 feet or one foot for each foot in height of the structure nearest the rear lot line, whichever is greater; 

(4) Alley setback: No portion of any structure shall be closer than 10 feet from an alley. 

(FG) Required Landscaping. All street setback areas, and side and rear setback areas which border a residential or commercial 
zone or comprehensive plan designation shall be landscaped to a depth of at least 20 feet with natural or installed plant 
material which will form a sight-obscuring screen. Landscaping in setback areas which border residential zones shall include a 
minimum five-foot-high earth berm, and plantings which will reach a mature height of eight feet from the ground level of the 
lot within two years. Such plantings may be installed on the top of the berm and shall be spaced to provide a continuous 
screen at maturity. [Ord. 974 § 5, 2019; Ord. 937 § 15 (Exh. N), 2017; Ord. 905 § 1 (Att. A), 2016; Ord. 740 § 1 (Exh. A), 2007.] 

19.03.120 Light industrial (LI) zone. 

The light industrial (LI) zone designation is intended for clean industrial uses in which most of the operation occurs indoors 
with little noise and emissions of industrial byproducts. 

(A) Principal Uses. Principal uses in the light industrial (LI) zone are: 

(1) Indoor manufacturing; assembly; 
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(2) Wholesale sales; indoor wholesale sales; 

(3) Mini-storage; 

(4) Communication facility; 

(5) Commercial kennels and catteries; and 

(6) Animal shelter. 

(B) Secondary Uses. Secondary uses in the light industrial (LI) zone are: 

(1) Outside storage; 

(2) Night watchman’s quarters occupied by an employee of the operator of the principal use; 

(3) Auto storage; and 

(4) Accessory use and structure. 

(A) See Table 19.03-I for a list of permitted uses in the LI zone. 

(BC) Minimum Lot Size. Minimum lot size in the light industrial (LI) zone is none. 

(CD) Maximum Lot Hard Surface Coverage. Maximum lot hard surface coverage in the light industrial (LI) zone is none. 

(DE) Maximum Building Height. Maximum building height in the light industrial (LI) zone is 50 feet. 

(EF) Minimum Building Setbacks. Minimum building setbacks in the light industrial (LI) zone are: 

(1) Street/public right-of-way: 20 feet; 

(2) Side yard: None, except when abutting a residential or commercial zone or comprehensive plan designation which 
shall then be 20 feet or one foot for each foot of height of the structure nearest the side lot line, whichever is greater; 

(3) Rear yard: None, except when abutting a residential or commercial zone or comprehensive plan designation which 
shall then be 20 feet or one foot for each foot in height of the structure nearest the rear lot line, whichever is greater; 

(4) Alley setback: No portion of any structure shall be closer than 10 feet from an alley. 

(FG) Required Landscaping. All street setback areas, and side and rear setback areas which border a residential or commercial 
zone or comprehensive plan designation shall be landscaped to a depth of at least 20 feet with natural or installed plant 
material which will form a sight-obscuring screen. Landscaping in setback areas which border residential zones shall include a 
minimum five-foot-high earth berm, and plantings which will reach a mature height of eight feet from the ground level of the 
lot within two years. Such plantings may be installed on the top of the berm and shall be spaced to provide a continuous 
screen at maturity. [Ord. 974 § 6, 2019; Ord. 937 § 16 (Exh. O), 2017; Ord. 905 § 1 (Att. A), 2016; Ord. 862 § 29, 2013; Ord. 740 
§ 1 (Exh. A), 2007.] 

19.03.130 Industrial/retail (IR) zone. 

The industrial/retail (IR) zone designation is intended to allow the sale of industrial products produced on the premises to 
retail customers. For example, wood products manufactured at the site could be sold in a showroom to retail buyers. This land 
use designation should be located near the frontage and have better visibility than the industrial zone. 

(A) Principal Uses. Principal uses in the industrial/retail (IR) zone are: 

(1) Indoor manufacturing and assembly, repair; 

(2) Indoor wholesale sales; 

(3) Retail sales of products produced on site; and 

(4) Communication facility. 

(B) Secondary Uses. Secondary uses in the industrial/retail (IR) zone are: 

(1) Outside storage; 

(2) Night watchman’s quarters occupied by an employee of the operator of the principal use; and 

(3) Accessory use and structure. 
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(A) See Table 19.03-I for a list of permitted uses in the IR zone. 

(BC) Minimum Lot Size. Minimum lot size in the industrial/retail (IR) zone is none. 

(CD) Maximum Lot Hard Surface Coverage. Maximum lot hard surface coverage in the industrial/retail (IR) zone is none. 

(DE) Maximum Building Height. Maximum building height in the industrial/retail (IR) zone is 50 feet. 

(EF) Minimum Building Setbacks. Minimum building setbacks in the industrial/retail (IR) zone are: 

(1) Street/public right-of-way: 20 feet; 

(2) Side yard: None, except when abutting a residential or commercial zone or comprehensive plan designation which 
shall then be 20 feet or one foot for each foot of height of the structure nearest the side lot line, whichever is greater; 

(3) Rear yard: None, except when abutting a residential or commercial zone or comprehensive plan designation which 
shall then be 20 feet or one foot for each foot in height of the structure nearest the rear lot line, whichever is greater; 

(4) Alley setback: No portion of any structure shall be closer than 10 feet from an alley. 

(FG) Required Landscaping. All street setback areas, and side and rear setback areas which border a residential or commercial 
zone or comprehensive plan designation shall be landscaped to a depth of at least 20 feet with natural or installed plant 
material which will form a sight-obscuring screen. Landscaping in setback areas which border residential zones shall include a 
minimum five-foot-high earth berm, and plantings which will reach a mature height of eight feet from the ground level of the 
lot within two years. Such plantings may be installed on the top of the berm and shall be spaced to provide a continuous 
screen at maturity. [Ord. 937 § 17 (Exh. P), 2017; Ord. 905 § 1 (Att. A), 2016; Ord. 740 § 1 (Exh. A), 2007.] 

19.03.140 Open space (OS) zone. 

The open space zone is intended to preserve and enhance public and private open, natural, and recreational areas identified 
in the comprehensive plan. These areas serve many functions including: 

• Providing opportunities for outdoor recreation; 

• Providing contrasts to the built environment; 

• Preserving scenic qualities; 

• Protecting sensitive or fragile environmental areas; 

• Enhancing and protecting the values and functions of trees and the urban forest; 

• Preserving the capacity and water quality of the stormwater drainage system; and 

• Providing pedestrian and bicycle transportation connections. 

The open space (OS) zone is applied to all land designated as “open space” on the comprehensive plan future land use map 
and that has been retained as open space areas. They are often located in sensitive environmental areas. Open space areas 
may be suitable for passive and/or active recreation development such as neighborhood parks. In addition, property owners 
may request an open space designation for open or natural areas that meet the purpose of the zone, and for review, 
conservation, or similar easements that can be shown as open space. 

(A) Principal Uses. Principal uses in the open space (OS) zone are: 

(1) Critical areas and buffers pursuant to GFMC 19.07.020 including: 

(a) Wetland; 

(b) Geological hazard area; 

(c) Wildlife habitat area; 

(d) Aquifer recharge area; and 

(e) Flood hazard area. 

(2) Outdoor passive and active private recreational areas and facilities located outside of critical areas and buffers 
including: 

(a) Playfield; 

(b) Play equipment; 
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(c) Display or community garden; and 

(d) Picnic area and related facilities. 

(3) Trails located outside of critical areas and buffers for: 

(a) Hikers; 

(b) Equestrians; or 

(c) Bicyclists. 

(4) Pedestrian trail or boardwalk located within the outer 25 percent of a wetland buffer pursuant to 
GFMC 19.07.020(J)(2). 

(5) Stormwater retention or detention pond. 

(6) Scenic or view easement or area. 

(B) Secondary Uses. Secondary uses in the open space (OS) zone located outside of critical areas and buffers are: 

(1) Park maintenance storage facility; 

(2) Public restroom; and 

(3) Off-street public parking. 

(C) Conditional Uses. Conditional uses in the open space (OS) zone located outside of critical areas and buffers are: 

(1) Public utility. 

(A) See Table 19.03-I for a list of permitted uses in the OS zone. 

(BD) Minimum Lot Size. Minimum lot size in the open space (OS) zone is none. 

(CE) Maximum Lot Hard Surface Coverage. Maximum lot hard surface coverage in the open space (OS) zone is 10 percent. 

(DF) Maximum Building Height. Maximum building height in the open space (OS) zone is 18 feet. 

(EG) Minimum Building Setbacks. Minimum building setbacks in the open space (OS) zone are 20 feet from all property lines. 

(FH) Required Landscaping. All street, side and rear setback areas which border a residential or commercial zone or 
comprehensive plan residential or commercial designation shall be landscaped with natural or installed plant material to a 
depth of 20 feet. Said landscaping shall be located between any fence on site and the site’s property line, except where the 
fence is required to be on or near the property line in order to protect a wetland, geological hazard area, aquifer recharge area 
or flood hazard area. [Ord. 937 § 18 (Exh. Q), 2017; Ord. 905 § 1 (Att. A), 2016.] 

19.03.150 Public park (PP) zone. 

The public park (PP) zone is intended to preserve and enhance all existing and planned for publicly owned parks. The public 
park (PP) zone is applied to all land designated as “park” on the comprehensive plan future land use map. The purpose of the 
public park (PP) zone is to provide opportunities for public parks and other recreation facilities, such as playgrounds, trails, 
publicly accessible open space, or as meet the definition of parks in GFMC 19.02.160. Only facilities providing such public 
recreation shall be allowed to locate in the public park (PP) zone. 

(A) Principal Uses. Principal uses in the public park (PP) zone are: 

(1) Indoor facilities such as: 

(a) Gymnasium; 

(b) Swimming pool; or 

(c) Activity center and similar indoor recreational facility. 

(2) Outdoor facilities such as: 

(a) Playfield; 

(b) Fishing area; 

(c) Picnic and related outdoor activity areas; and 
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(d) Display or community garden. 

(3) Areas and trails for: 

(a) Hikers; 

(b) Equestrians; and 

(c) Bicyclists. 

(B) Secondary Uses. Secondary uses in the public park (PP) zone are: 

(1) Off-street public parking; 

(2) Park maintenance storage facility; 

(3) Public restroom; 

(4) Dock; 

(5) Picnic shelter, benches, barbecue facility, and similar structures and facilities; 

(6) Backstop, goal posts, fencing, spectator viewing facility, and similar structures associated with a playfield. 

(C) Conditional Uses. Conditional uses in the public park (PP) zone are: 

(1) Off-road recreational vehicle use facility; 

(2) Recreational vehicle park/overnight camping area; 

(3) Challenge or zip line course; 

(4) Remote control model facility; 

(5) Go-cart facility; and 

(6) Eco car facility. 

(A) See Table 19.03-I for a list of permitted uses in the PP zone. 

(BD) Minimum Lot Size. Minimum lot size in the public park (PP) zone is none. 

(CE) Maximum Lot Hard Surface Coverage. Maximum lot hard surface coverage in the public park (PP) zone is 70 percent. 

(DF) Maximum Building Height. Maximum building height in the public park (PP) zone is 50 feet. 

(EG) Minimum Building Setbacks. Minimum building setbacks in the public park (PP) zone are: 

(1) Street/public right-of-way: 20 feet; 

(2) Side yard: Five feet; 

(3) Rear yard: Five feet; and 

(4) Alley setback: No portion of any structure shall be closer than 10 feet from an alley. 

(FH) Required Landscaping. All street, side and rear setback areas which border a residential or commercial zone or 
comprehensive plan residential or commercial designation shall be landscaped with natural or installed plant material. Said 
landscaping shall be located between any fence on site and the site’s property line, except where the fence is required to be 
on or near the property line in order to protect a wetland, geological hazard area, aquifer recharge area or flood hazard area. 
[Ord. 937 § 19 (Exh. R), 2017; Ord. 905 § 1 (Att. A), 2016.] 

19.03.160 Public/institutional (P/I) zone. 

The public/institutional (P/I) zone is intended to provide and protect properties devoted to public and semi-public uses and 
uses providing social and physical services to the Granite Falls community. This purpose is accomplished by: (1) providing a 
zone in which uses serving public needs may be located; (2) limiting residential and privately owned operations; and (3) 
protecting adjacent properties from potential impacts of public uses. The public/institutional (P/I) zone is applied to all land 
designated as “public/institutional” on the comprehensive plan future land use map including, but not limited to, schools, 
government facilities, social services, hospitals, libraries, and utility facilities. 

(A) Principal Uses. Principal uses in the public/institutional (P/I) zone are: 
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(1) Community residential facility; 

(2) Emergency temporary shelter; 

(3) Trail; 

(4) Public library; 

(5) Public museum or art gallery; 

(6) Public arboretum; 

(7) Church, temple, mosque, or synagogue or similar uses; 

(8) Civic center; 

(9) Community center; 

(10) Social services; 

(11) Hospital; 

(12) Nursing or personal care facilities facility; 

(13) Public vocational school; 

(14) Public or private schools for grades K-12; 

(15) Public agency or utility office; 

(16) Public agency or utility yard; 

(17) Court; 

(18) Police facility; 

(19) Fire district facility; and 

(20) Utility facility. 

(B) Secondary Uses. Secondary uses in the public/institutional (P/I) zone are: 

(1) Personal services; 

(2) School dormitory; 

(3) Office/outpatient clinic; 

(4) Medical/dental lab; 

(5) School district support facility; 

(6) Helistop; 

(7) Cafeteria; 

(8) Pharmacy; 

(9) Florist and/or gift shop within a hospital; 

(10) Day care; and 

(11) Off-street public parking. 

(C) Conditional Uses. Conditional uses in the public/institutional (P/I) zone are: 

(1) Jail; 

(2) Public agency animal control facility; 

(3) Public agency training facility; 
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(4) Landfill; 

(5) Transfer station; 

(6) Wastewater treatment facility; 

(7) Municipal water production; 

(8) Transit park and ride facility; 

(9) School bus base; 

(10) Stadium/arena; 

(11) Cemetery; and 

(12) Communication facility. 

(A) See Table 19.03-I for a list of permitted uses in the P/I zone. 

(BD) Minimum Lot Size. Minimum lot size in the public/institutional (P/I) zone is none. 

(CE) Maximum Lot Hard Surface Coverage. Maximum lot hard surface coverage in the public/institutional (P/I) zone is 90 
percent. 

(DF) Maximum Building Height. Maximum building height in the public/institutional (P/I) zone is 33 feet. 

(EG) Minimum Building Setbacks. Minimum building setback in the public/institutional (P/I) zone is 20 feet from all property 
lines except when abutting a commercial, industrial or public/institutional zone, then the setbacks shall be the same as the 
corresponding setbacks requirement for the abutting commercial, industrial or public/institutional zone. This means: 

(1) Street/public right-of-way: 20 feet; 

(2) Side yards abutting a residential, open space, or public park zone: 20 feet; 

(3) Side yards abutting a central business district zone: none; 

(4) Side yards abutting a general commercial, industrial, or public/institutional zone: five feet; 

(5) Rear yard abutting a residential, open space, or public park zone: 20 feet; 

(6) Rear yard abutting a central business district zone: none; 

(7) Rear yard abutting a general commercial, industrial, or public/institutional zone: five feet; 

(8) Alley setback: No portion of any building shall be closer than 10 feet from an alley. 

(FH) Required Landscaping. All setback areas except the minimum area necessary for paved vehicle or pedestrian access shall 
be landscaped with living plant material. [Ord. 937 § 20 (Exh. S), 2017; Ord. 905 § 1 (Att. A), 2016.] 

19.04A.210 Types of review. 

 
It is the intent of this article to provide the administrative review procedures for applications and land use actions classified as 
Types I through IV. [Ord. 994 § 2, 2020.] 
 
(A) The purpose of this section is to provide an overview of the four levels of land use review. Land use and development 
decisions are classified into four processes based on who makes the decision, the amount of discretion exercised by the 
decision maker, the level of impact associated with the decision, the amount and type of input sought, and the type of appeal 
opportunity. 
 
(B) Classification of Permits and Decisions. 
 

(1) Type I Review – Administrative Decisions without Notice. A Type I process is an administrative review and decision by 
the appropriate department or division. Applications reviewed under the Type I process are minor administrative 
decisions and are exempt from certain administrative procedures, such as complete application review, noticing, and 
decision time frames. Appeals of Type I decisions are made to the hearing examiner, except shoreline permit appeals 
are made to the Shoreline Hearings Board. The permits and actions reviewed and decided as Type I are listed in the 
table in subsection (D) of this section. 
 
(2) Type II Review – Administrative Decisions with Notice. A Type II process is an administrative review and decision with 
recommendation from staff, city departments or others and requiring public notice at the application and/or decision 
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stages of the review. Appeals of Type II decisions are made to the hearing examiner, except shoreline permit appeals 
are made to the Shoreline Hearings Board. The permits and actions reviewed and decided as Type II are listed in the 
table in subsection (D) of this section. 
 
(3) Type III Review – Quasi-Judicial Decisions – Hearing Examiner. This Type III process is a quasi-judicial review and 
decision by the hearing examiner. The hearing examiner makes a decision based on a staff report. A public meeting 
may be held prior to the hearing examiner hearing with the planning commission. The hearing examiner considers 
public testimony received at an open record public hearing. Public notification is provided at the application, public 
hearing, and decision stages of application review. Appeals of hearing examiner decisions are made to Snohomish 
County superior court, except shoreline permit appeals are made to the Shoreline Hearings Board. The permits and 
actions reviewed and decided as Type III are listed in the table in subsection (D) of this section. 
 
(4) Type IV Review – Legislative Decisions – City Council with Planning Commission Recommendation. A Type IV review is 
for legislative and/or non-project decisions by the city council under its authority to establish policies and regulations 
regarding future private and public development and management of public lands. The planning commission makes a 
recommendation to the city council. The planning commission will conduct a public hearing to obtain public testimony 
on the proposed legislation. The city council may elect to conduct an additional public hearing. The actions reviewed 
and decided as Type IV are listed in the table in subsection (D) of this section. 

 
(C) Permits and Actions Not Listed. If a permit or land use action is not listed in Table 19.04A-I, the designated official shall 
make the determination as to the appropriate review procedure. 
 
(D) Permit-Issuing Authority and Appeal Authority. The permit-issuing authority and appeal authority for permit applications 
and legislative actions are established in Table 19.04A-I. A detailed explanation for each review procedure is in 
Chapter 19.04B GFMC under each article for each review type. Any inconsistency in classification of permits and decisions 
between Table 19.04A-I and this title, Table 19.04A-I shall govern. 
 
Table 19.04A-I: Classification of Permits and Decisions 

Type of 
Application 

Public Comment/ 
Notice Period 

Pre-Application 
Meeting 

Public 
Meeting/ 

Recommendati
on 

Open 
Record 
Public 

Hearing Decision 

Open 
Record 
Appeal 

Closed 
Record 
Appeal 

Non-City 
or 

Judicial 
Appeal 

Type I         

Grading permit 
and sign permit 

No No No No DO HE No Yes 

Home occupation 
permit and day 
care facilities 

No No No No DO HE No Yes 

Accessory 
dwelling unit 

No No No No DO HE No Yes 

Parcel 
combination 

No No No No DO HE No Yes 

Boundary line 
adjustment 

No No No No DO HE No Yes 

Administrative 
deviation, 
modifications and 
interpretation 

No No No No DO HE No Yes 

Interior Site Plan 
Review 

No No No No DO HE No Yes 

Floodplain 
development 
permit 

No No No No DO HE No Yes 

Small cell WCF; 
collocated WCF; 

No No No No DO HE No Yes 
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Type of 
Application 

Public Comment/ 
Notice Period 

Pre-Application 
Meeting 

Public 
Meeting/ 

Recommendati
on 

Open 
Record 
Public 

Hearing Decision 

Open 
Record 
Appeal 

Closed 
Record 
Appeal 

Non-City 
or 

Judicial 
Appeal 

minor 
modifications 

Temporary 
permits 

No No No No DO HE No Yes 

Change of use No No No No DO HE No Yes 

Final short plat No No No No DO HE No Yes 

Minor 
amendments to 
administratively 
approved permits 

No No No No DO HE No Yes 

Type II:         

Flood hazard 
variance* 

14-day NOA or 
NOH 

No No No DO* HE No Yes 

Sensitive area 
reasonable use 
allowance* 

15-day NOA or 
NOH 

No No No DO* HE No Yes 

Short plat 15-day NOA DO No No 
DO and 
PWD 

HE No Yes 

Unit Lot 
Subdivision 

15-day NOA DO No No 
DO and 
PWD 

HE No Yes 

Binding site plan 10-day NOA DO No No DO HE No Yes 

Site plans 15-day NOA DO Yes No DO HE No Yes 

Shoreline 
substantial 
development 
permit 

30-day NOA 15-
day NOH 

No No No DO HE No Yes 

Plat alterations to 
subdivision and 
PRDs 

10-day NOA DO No No DO HE No Yes 

Plat vacations 10-day NOA               

SEPA 
determination 

14 days (post 
determination) 

No No No DO HE No Yes 

Concurrency 
evaluation 

None No No No DO HE No No 

Administrative 
conditional use 
and variances 

15-day NOA DO No No DO HE No Yes 

Final plat 10-day NOA No No No CC No No Yes 
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Type of 
Application 

Public Comment/ 
Notice Period 

Pre-Application 
Meeting 

Public 
Meeting/ 

Recommendati
on 

Open 
Record 
Public 

Hearing Decision 

Open 
Record 
Appeal 

Closed 
Record 
Appeal 

Non-City 
or 

Judicial 
Appeal 

Minor 
amendments to 
Type III permits 

10-day NOA No No No DO HE No Yes 

Type III:         

Conditional use 
permit and 
variances 

15-day NOA 10-
day NOH 

No No HE HE No No Yes 

Preliminary plat 
15-day NOA 10-
day NOH 

DO PC HE HE No No Yes 

Shoreline CUP 
30-day NOA plus 
15-day NOH 

No No HE HE No No Yes 

Shoreline 
variance 

30-day NOA plus 
15-day NOH 

No No HE HE No No Yes 

WCF: Monopole 15-day NOH DO PC HE HE No No Yes 

WCF: Small cell 
architectural 
design deviation 
request 

15-day NOH DO PC HE HE No No Yes 

Official site plan 
for manufactured 
home parks, PRD, 
and residential 
condominiums 

15-day NOA 10-
day NOH 

DO PC HE HE No No Yes 

Day care centers 
15-day NOA 10-
day NOH 

DO No HE HE No No Yes 

Major 
amendments to 
Type III permits 

15-day NOA 10-
day NOH 

DO No HE HE No No Yes 

Type IV:         

Comprehensive 
plan amendment 

NOA 

10-day NOH 
None Yes PC++ 

PC 
recomm
endation
**10-day 
NOH 

No No Yes 

Development 
regulations 
amendments 

NOA 

10-day NOH 
None No PC++ 

PC 
recomm
endation
**CC 
decision
** 

No No Yes 

Annexation 
15-day NOA 10-
day NOH 

DO, CE No 
CC/SCBR
B 

CC/SCBR
B 

No No Yes 
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Type of 
Application 

Public Comment/ 
Notice Period 

Pre-Application 
Meeting 

Public 
Meeting/ 

Recommendati
on 

Open 
Record 
Public 

Hearing Decision 

Open 
Record 
Appeal 

Closed 
Record 
Appeal 

Non-City 
or 

Judicial 
Appeal 

Vacations of 
streets and alleys 

10-day NOH CE No CC CC No No Yes 

Development 
agreement*** 

10-day NOH No No CC CC No No Yes 

Zoning map 
amendment 

10-day NOH DO No PC CC No No Yes 

CC City Council NOH Notice of Hearing (per GFMC 19.04A.260) 

CE City Engineer PC Planning Commission 

DO Designated Official PWD Public Works Director 

HE Hearing Examiner SCBRB Snohomish County Boundary Review Board 

NOA Notice of Application (per GFMC 19.04B.225) WCC Wireless Communications Facilities 

 
* The designated official shall have the option of referring the application to the hearing examiner for a public hearing and 
decision. In this case, an appeal of the hearing examiner’s decision shall be heard in a closed record appeal as a judicial 
appeal. 
 
** Either the planning commission or the city council may opt to hold one or more workshops or joint workshops on an 
application. 
 
*** Planning commission review is not required for this type of action. City council will be the sole reviewing body. 
 
++ The city council may opt to hold the required public hearing(s). 
 
 
(E) Associated Land Use Determinations. Associated land use determinations are decisions that need to be made as part of 
another land use action or permit review, as set forth in Table 19.04A-II. Each type of determination has a separate review 
process determined by the designated official or public works director. 
 
Table 19.04A-II: Associated Land Use Determinations 
 
Associated Land Use Determinations 

 Public works standards street deviations 
 

 Miscellaneous administrative determinations (e.g., 
application requirements, waiver allowed by code in 
parking or landscaping, etc.) 

 

 Underground utility deviations 
 

[Ord. 1020 § 1 (Att. A), 2022; Ord. 994 § 2, 2020.] 
 
 

19.04A.230 Time frames for review. 

(A) Purpose. RCW 36.70B.070 and 36.70B.080 require time frames be established to ensure applications are reviewed in a 
timely and predictable manner. This section establishes the time frames and procedures for a determination of completeness 
and final decision for Type II, III, or IV reviews. No time frames are established by these statutes for Type I or IV reviews. 
 
(B) Computing Time. Unless otherwise specified, all time frames are indicated as calendar days, not working days. For the 
purposes of computing time, the day the determination or decision is rendered shall not be included. The last day of the time 
period shall be included; provided, that if it is a Saturday, Sunday, or a day designated by RCW 1.16.050 or by the city’s 
ordinances as a legal holiday, then it also is excluded and the time period concludes at the end of the next business day. 
 
(C) Complete Application Review Time Frame. The following procedures shall be applied to new applications requiring Type II 
and III reviews. Applications requiring Type I or IV review are excluded from this requirement. 
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(1) Within 28 days after receiving an application, the designated official and/or city clerk shall mail, email, fax, or 
otherwise provide to the applicant a written determination that the application is complete, or that the application is 
incomplete, and what is necessary to make the application complete. The applicant has 90 days to submit the 
necessary information to the city. 
 
(2) If the designated official does not provide a written determination within the 28 days, the application shall be 
deemed complete at the end of the twenty-eighth day. 
 
(3) If additional information is needed to make the application complete, the designated official shall notify the 
applicant whether the application is complete or what additional information is necessary within 14 days after an 
applicant has submitted the information identified by the designated official as being needed. 
 
(4) An application is complete for purposes of this section when it meets the submittal requirements established by the 
designated official and is sufficient for continued processing, even though additional information may be required, or 
project modifications may be undertaken subsequently. The determination of completeness shall not preclude the 
designated official from requesting additional information or studies either at the time of the notice of completeness or 
subsequently, if new information is required to complete review of the application or substantial changes in the permit 
application are proposed. 
 
(5) To the extent known by the city, other agencies with jurisdiction over the project permit application shall be 
identified in the city’s determination of completeness required by subsection (C)(1) of this section. 

 
(D) Application Review and Decision Time Frame. 
 

(1) A final decision for each type of complete project permit application or project type shall be issued within the 
following time periods following the determination of completeness: 

a. 65 days, if no public notice is required as a result of an exemption to SEPA; 
b. 100 days, if public notice is required as a result of SEPA; or 
c. 170 days, if public notice and public hearing(s) are required as a result of SEPA. 

In the event of a consolidated review of more than one permit, the time period for a final decision shall be the 
longest of the permit periods identified above.  
 

(2) Decisions on Type I applications shall not exceed 65 days, unless the designated official makes written findings that 
a specified amount of additional time is needed for processing of a specific complete project application. 
Applications for developments that are complex or that have extensive or difficult issues may take additional time. 
The applicant and the city may agree in writing to extend the time period. 
 

(3) (1) Decisions on Type II and III applications shall not exceed 120 100 days, unless the designated official makes 
written findings that a specified amount of additional time is needed for processing of a specific complete project 
application. Applications for developments that are complex or that have extensive or difficult issues may take 
additional time. The applicant and the city may agree in writing to extend the time period. 
 

(4) Decisions on Type III applications shall not exceed 170 days, unless the designated official makes written findings 
that a specified amount of additional time is needed for processing of a specific complete project application. 
Applications for developments that are complex or that have extensive or difficult issues may take additional time. 
The applicant and the city may agree in writing to extend the period. 

 
(5) Interior site plan reviews, including the following, do not require a project permit but still may require building, 

plumbing, mechanical, or electrical permits.  
 

a. Additional sleeping quarters or bedrooms; 
 
b. Nonconformity with Federal Emergency Management Agency improvement thresholds; or 

 
c. An increase the total square footage or valuation of the structure thereby requiring upgraded 
fire access or fire suppression systems. 
 

(26) Preliminary Plats. Pursuant to RCW 58.17.140, preliminary plats of any proposed subdivision and dedication shall 
be approved, disapproved, or returned to the applicant for modification or correction within 90 days from the date of 
filing thereof unless the applicant consents to an extension of such time period or the 90-day limitation is extended to 
include up to 21 days as specified under RCW 58.17.095(3). The 90-day period shall not include the time spent 
preparing and circulating an environmental impact statement by the local governmental agency. 
 
(37) Final Plats and Short Plats. Pursuant to RCW 58.17.140, final plats and short plats shall be approved, disapproved, 
or returned to the applicant within 30 days from the date of filing thereof, unless the applicant consents to an 
extension of such time period. 
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(48) Appeals. The time period for consideration and decision on appeals shall not exceed 90 days for an open record 
appeal hearing and 60 days for a closed record appeal. The parties may agree in writing to extend these time periods. 
Any extension of time mutually agreed upon by the applicant and the city shall be in writing. 
 
(95) Exemptions. The time limits established in this section do not apply if a project permit application: 
 

(a) Requires an amendment to the comprehensive plan or a development regulation; 
 
(b) Requires approval of the siting of an essential public facility as provided in RCW 36.70A.200; 
 
(c) Is reviewed as a Type I or  IV permit; 
 
(d) Is substantially revised by the applicant, in which case the time period shall start from the date at which the 
revised project application is determined to be complete. 

 
(E) Calculating Decision Time Frame. In determining the number of days that have elapsed after the city has notified the 
applicant that the application is complete for purposes of calculating the time for issuance of the notice of final decision, the 
following periods shall be excluded: 
 

(1) Any period during which the applicant has been requested by the city to correct plans, perform required studies, or 
provide additional required information. If the city determines that the information submitted by the applicant is 
insufficient, it shall notify the applicant of the deficiencies. The period shall be calculated from the date the city notifies 
the applicant of the need for additional information until the earlier of the date the local government determines 
whether the additional information satisfies the request for information or 14 days after the date the information has 
been provided to the city; 
 
(2) Any period during which an environmental impact statement is being prepared following a determination of 
significance (DS) pursuant to Chapter 43.21C RCW, or if the city and the applicant in writing shall agree to a time period 
for completion of an environmental impact statement; 
 
(3) Any period for administrative appeals of project permits, if an open record appeal hearing or a closed record appeal, 
or both, are allowed; or 
 
(4) Any extension of time mutually agreed upon by the applicant and the city. 

 
(F) Applicant Actions Affecting Timeline. The time periods for the city to process a permit shall start over if an applicant 
proposes a change in use that adds or removes commercial or residential elements from the original application that would 
make the application fail to meet the determination of procedural completeness for the new use, as required by the city. 

 
(1) If, at any time, an applicant informs the city, in writing, that the applicant would like to temporarily suspend the 
review of the project for more than 60 days, or if an applicant is not responsive for more than 60 consecutive days after 
the city has notified the applicant, in writing, that additional information is required to further process the application, 
an additional 30 days may be added to the time periods for city action to issue a final decision for a project permit 
application. Any written notice from the city to the applicant that additional information is required to further process 
the application must include a notice that non-responsiveness for 60 consecutive days may result in 30 days being 
added to the time for review. 
 
(2) The applicant and the city may extend the time for a deadline for issuance of a final decision for a specific project 
permit application upon mutual agreement.  
 
(3) The time limits set forth in this section shall not apply to any application that requires amendment to the 
comprehensive plan. 
 
(4) This section shall apply to project permit applications filed on or after January 1, 2025. 
 

(FG) Possible Extension of Time for Final Decision. If the city is unable to issue a final decision within the time limits provided 
herein, the applicant shall be provided written notice of this fact. The notice shall include a statement of reasons why the time 
limits have not been met and an estimated date for issuance of the notice of final decision. [Ord. 994 § 2, 2020.] 
 
(H) Exclusions. The following matters are excluded from the requirements of this chapter: 

 
(1) Approvals relating to the use of public areas or facilities. 
 
(2) Landmark designations. 
 
(3) Project permits, whether administrative or subject to review by a reviewing agency, that the city council by ordinance 
or resolution has determined present special circumstances that warrant a review process or time periods for approval 
which are different from that provided by this chapter. 
 
(4) Development agreements. 
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(5) Wireless communication facility permits. 
 

(1) (6) Administrative approvals that are categorically exempt from environmental review or for which environmental 
review has already been completed. 

(1)  
 

19.04A.240 Vacation of approved permits and variances. 

 
(A) Requests to vacate a permit or variance shall be made in writing to the city clerk. 
 
(B) The designated official may vacate the permit or variance if the following conditions are present: 
 

(1) The use authorized by the permit or variance does not exist and is not actively being pursued; or 
 
(2) The use has been terminated and no violation of the terms and the conditions of the variance or permit exists. 

 
(C) Vacation of any permit or variance shall be documented by the filing of a notice of land use permit or variance vacation 
with the county auditor on a form provided by the designated official and/or city clerk. [Ord. 994 § 2, 2020.] 
 

19.04A.245 Expiration of inactive applications. 

 
(A) An application shall expire 180 days after the last date that additional information is requested, if the applicant has failed to 
provide the information, except that: 
 

(1) The designated official may grant one 90-day extension if the following criteria are met: 
 

(a) A written request for extension is submitted at least 30 days prior to the expiration date; 
 
(b) The applicant demonstrates that circumstances beyond the control of the applicant prevent timely submittal 
of the requested information; and 
 
(c) The applicant provides a reasonable schedule for submittal of the requested information. 
 

(2) The department may set an expiration date of less than 180 days when the permit application is the result of a code 
enforcement action. Permit application expiration does not affect permits under code enforcement action. 
 
(3) No application shall expire when under review by the department following submittal of a complete application or 
timely resubmittal of an application when all required information has been provided. 
 
(4) The department may extend an expiration date for an application with no written request from an applicant when 
additional time for city processing or scheduling of appointments is required, when the department needs information 
or responses from other agencies, or under other similar circumstances. 

 
(B) A permit application approved for issuance, but not paid for and issued, shall expire 90 days after the date it is approved 
for issuance. [Ord. 994 § 2, 2020.] 
 

19.04A.250 Expiration of approvals and approved permits. 

(A) Land use approvals/permits other than subdivisions or shoreline permits shall expire automatically within one year after 
the issuance of such permits, if: 
 

(1) The use authorized by such permits has not commenced, in circumstances where no substantial construction, 
excavation or demolition is necessary before commencement of such use; or 
 
(2) Less than 10 percent of the total cost of all construction, excavation or demolition of the approved development has 
been completed. 
 

(B) Land use permits other than subdivisions shall also expire automatically if construction, grading or excavation is 
commenced but such work is discontinued for a period of one year. 
 
(C) For land use permits other than preliminary short subdivisions, subdivisions and sign permits: 
 

(1) The designated official may grant one six-month extension to a permit upon showing proper justification, if: 
 

(a) The extension is requested at least 30 calendar days before the permit expires; 
 
(b) The permittee has proceeded with due diligence and in good faith; and 
 
(c) The zoning designation of the property has not changed. 
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(2) Proper justification consists of one or more of the following conditions: 
 

(a) Economic hardship; 
 
(b) Change of ownership; 
 
(c) Unanticipated construction and/or site design problems; 
 
(d) Other circumstances beyond the control of the applicant and determined acceptable by the appropriate 
department director. 

 
(D) Preliminary short subdivision approvals shall expire after seven years if the date of preliminary plat approval is on or 
before December 31, 2014; five years if the preliminary plat approval is issued on or after January 1, 2015; and ten years if the 
project is not subject to the Shoreline Management Act, and the preliminary plat is approved on or before December 31, 2007. 
Preliminary short subdivision approvals shall expire automatically if, within the applicable number of years , within five years 
after the issuance of such approvals: 
 

(1) The final plat or short plat has not been submitted to the city for approval; or 
 
(2) An extension has not been granted. The designated official may approve a single one-year original extension to the 
approval, if: 

 
(a) The request was delivered in writing to the designated official or city clerk at least 30 calendar days prior to 
the approval’s expiration and meets one of the proper justifications listed in subsection (C)(2) of this section; 
 
(b) The permittee has proceeded with due diligence and in good faith to complete the plat; and 
 
(c) Conditions have not changed so substantially as to warrant a new application. 

 
(E) Subdivision approvals shall expire in accordance with subsection (D) of this section. 
 
(F) Construction Plan Approvals. 
 

(1) Construction plans for projects reviewed under the development code shall be approved for a period of 60 months 
from the date the city signs the plans or until expiration of the preliminary plat, preliminary short plat, binding site plan, 
conditional use permit, or site development plan approval, whichever is shorter. If the construction plan is not 
connected to another permit, it shall expire in one year with one six-month extension allowed. 
 
(2) The city may grant an extension of up to 12 months if substantial progress has been made by the applicant to 
complete construction of the approved project. Extensions shall be considered on a case-by-case basis by the public 
works director or designee and will require a letter to be submitted to the city requesting the extension at least 30 
calendar days prior to the approval’s expiration. Said letter shall demonstrate that the project has made substantial 
construction progress, the reason for the extension request, and an estimated timeline for completion of construction. 
 
(3) When the approval period or any extension thereof expires, the city’s approval of the construction plans shall be 
deemed automatically withdrawn. In order to receive further consideration by the city after such expiration and 
automatic withdrawal, construction plans must be resubmitted and must comply with the current code requirements. 
 

(G) Once the time period and any extensions have expired, approval/permit shall terminate, and the application is void and 
deemed withdrawn. [Ord. 994 § 2, 2020.] 
 

19.04A.255 Revocation of approved permits. 

 
(A) The hearing entity may revoke an approved permit through the same approval and/or hearing procedures for the original 
approval. 
 
(B) An approved permit may be revoked only upon finding that: 
 

(1) The use for which the approval was granted has been abandoned for a period of at least one year; 
 
(2) Approval of the permit was obtained by misrepresentation of material fact; or 
 
(3) The permit is being exercised contrary to the terms of approval. [Ord. 994 § 2, 2020.] 

 

19.04A.260 Public meetings and public hearings. 

 
(A) This section sets forth procedures for public meetings and hearings in addition to processes set forth in each of the review 
types in Chapter 19.04B GFMC. 
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(B) Public Meetings. The purpose of a public meeting is to provide the public with the opportunity to learn about a project 
and/or the city, a board or panel, or decision maker to ask questions for a better understanding of a project. Meetings are not 
as formal as a hearing, do not require public testimony, and are not required to be taped. Public meetings may be required for 
Type II, III, or IV reviews. 
 
(C) Public Hearings. The purpose of having hearings is to provide decision makers with an opportunity to obtain additional 
information and to provide the public with an opportunity to introduce that information and to make their views known. 
Public hearings are required for Type III and IV reviews. When this title or state law requires a hearing, the following shall 
apply: 
 

(1) A verbatim record shall be kept; 
 
(2) Those present shall be given the opportunity to testify; 
 
(3) The hearing authority shall be allowed to ask questions of those testifying; 
 
(4) The hearing shall be conducted to ensure fairness to all parties; 
 
(5) The hearing authority may subpoena witnesses; and 
 
(6) A hearing may be kept open to take additional information up to the point a final decision is made. No further notice 
of a continued hearing need be published unless a period of six months or more elapses between meeting dates. 
 

(D) Notices of public meetings or hearings shall include the following information: 
 

(1) The date, time, and place of the hearing. 
 
(2) Location of the site. 
 
(3) A brief description of the request, and any proposed modifications or variances. 
 
(4) Applicant’s name. 
 
(5) Project name and file number and a statement of its availability for inspection by the public. 
 
(6) A statement of the right of any person to submit written testimony to the appropriate permit-issuing authority and 
to appear at the public hearing to give testimony orally. 
 
(7) A statement that only persons who submit written or oral testimony to the permit-issuing authority may appeal the 
decision. 
 
(8) A statement announcing the city’s goal of complying with the intent of the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
announcing accessibility, offer of assistance to persons with special needs, and availability of TDD services. 
 

(E) Burden of Proof/Testimony. 
 

(1) The burden of presenting evidence to the permit-issuing entity sufficient to lead it to conclude that the application 
should be approved, conditioned, or denied shall be upon the party advancing the position. 
 
(2) All persons in attendance that wish to testify shall be sworn in. 
 
(3) All findings and conclusions necessary to the issuance of a decision shall be based upon reliable evidence. 
 

(F) Joint Public Meetings or Hearings. 
 

(1) Approval Authority’s Decision to Combine Joint Hearing. At the applicant’s request, the approval authority may 
combine any public hearing on a project permit application with any hearing that may be held by another local, state, 
regional, federal, or other agency, on the proposed action, as long as: 
 

(a) The hearing is held within the city limits; and 
 
(b) The requirements of subsection (F)(3) of this section are met. (RCW 36.70B.110(7)) 
 

(2) Applicant’s Request for a Joint Meeting or Hearing. The applicant may request that the public hearing on a permit 
application be combined as long as the joint hearing can be held within the time periods set forth in this title. In the 
alternative, the applicant may agree to a particular schedule if that additional time is needed in order to complete the 
hearings. (RCW 36.70B.110(7)) 
 
(3) Prerequisites to Joint Public Meeting or Hearing. A joint public hearing may be held with another local, state, 
regional, federal or other agency and the city, as long as: 

Page 106 of 284



 

 
DRAFT Granite Falls Title 19 Code Amendments  
October 31, 2025      37 

 
(a) The other agency is not expressly prohibited by statute from doing so (RCW 36.70B.110(8)); 
 
(b) Sufficient notice of the meeting or hearing is given to meet each of the agencies’ adopted notice 
requirements as set forth in statute, ordinance, or rule; 
 
(c) The agency has received the necessary information about the proposed project from the applicant in enough 
time to hold its meeting or hearing at the same time as the local government hearing; and 
 
(d) The meeting or hearing is held within the geographic boundary of the local government. 
 

(G) Record. 
 

(1) Tape recordings shall be made of all hearings required by this title, and such recordings shall be kept for at least two 
years. Accurate minutes shall also be kept of all such proceedings, but a transcript need not be made. The written 
decision of a hearing examiner shall meet the requirement for minutes of the hearing examiner public hearing. 
 
(2) Whenever practicable, all documentary evidence presented at a hearing, as well as all other types of physical 
evidence, shall be made a part of the record of the proceedings and shall be kept by the city for at least two years. [Ord. 
994 § 2, 2020.] 

 

19.04A.265 Appeals. 

 
(A) This section sets forth procedures for appeals, in addition to any specific procedures set forth in each of the review types in 
Chapter 19.04B GFMC. 
 
(B) Processing of Appeals. Appeals of decisions on project permit decisions shall be processed according to the procedures 
outlined in each of the review types in Chapter 19.04B GFMC. The decision maker on the appeal may reverse or affirm or 
modify the decision, if it is found the original decision was based on faulty facts or incorrect application of the law. Any 
modifications to the decision shall be limited to those necessary to ensure the decision criteria of this title are met. 
 
(C) Effect of Appeal. Decisions on Type I, II and III permits are assumed valid unless overturned by an appeal decision. An 
appeal stays all actions by the designated official seeking enforcement of or compliance with the order or decision appealed 
from, unless the designated official finds that a stay would, in his opinion, cause imminent peril to life or property, in which 
case proceedings shall not be stayed except by order of the hearing examiner or a court. 
 
(D) Exhaustion of Administrative Remedies. No action to obtain judicial review may be commenced unless all rights of 
administrative appeal provided by this title or state law have been exhausted. The cost of transcription of all records ordered 
certified by the court for such review shall be borne by the appellant. A copy of each transcript prepared by an appellant shall 
be submitted to the city for confirmation of its accuracy. 
 
(E) Consolidated Appeals. All appeals of project permit application decisions, other than an appeal of determination of 
significance (DS), shall be considered together in a consolidated appeal. (RCW 36.70B.060(6), 43.21C.075) [Ord. 994 § 2, 2020.] 
 

Article IV. Duties, Authorities and Qualifications of Permit-Issuing and Review Bodies 

 

19.04A.310 Purpose. 

 
The purpose of this article is to define the authorities, roles and responsibilities for the positions or entities responsible for 
administering this title. [Ord. 994 § 2, 2020.] 
 

19.04A.320 Designated official. 

 
(A) The designated official enforces the municipal code unless otherwise specified. As specified in this title, the designated 
official shall be a city representative. 
 
(B) Authority and Duties. The designated official or designee shall have the authority to enter and inspect buildings and land 
during reasonable hours, with permission of the occupant or owner or by court order, to issue abatement orders and citations 
and to cause the termination and abatement of violations of this title unless otherwise specified. The duties of the designated 
official shall include, but not be limited to, the following: enforce and administer this title unless otherwise specified; 
investigate complaints and initiate appropriate action; render decisions or make recommendations as specified in this title; 
and keep adequate records of land use applications, enforcement actions, and appeals. The designated official may also 
review administrative modifications items previously approved by the planning commission and/or city council. 
 
(C) Appeals. Appeals of final decisions of the designated official made in the course of interpretation or administration of this 
title shall be governed by GFMC 19.04A.265, Appeals. Code enforcement actions pursuant to GFMC 19.04A.040, Compliance 
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with this title required, are not “final decisions” for the purpose of this section, except as otherwise provided in this title. [Ord. 
994 § 2, 2020.] 
 

19.04A.325 Public works director. 

 
The public works director or designee is the administrative head of the public works department. As provided in various 
sections, the public works director is responsible for planning, administration, enforcement, and decision making as it pertains 
to public improvements as specified in this title, including the approval of plans for public improvements and approval of 
public improvements for acceptance by the city, or to delegate such authority to the public works staff or designated official. In 
delegating authority, the public works director or his or her representative reserves the right of final decision. [Ord. 994 § 2, 
2020.] 
 

19.04A.330 Building official. 

 
The office of the building official is established to administer and enforce the building and construction codes. The rules, 
regulations and procedures under which the building official or designee shall operate are established in GFMC Title 15. [Ord. 
994 § 2, 2020.] 
 

19.04A.350 Hearing examiner. 

 
(A) The purpose of establishing a “hearing examiner” is to separate the application of land use regulations from policy making; 
to provide a level of expertise to conduct administrative and quasi-judicial hearings arising from the application of this title 
and the rules and procedures developed under it; to better protect and promote the interests of the community; and to 
expand the principles of fairness and due process in public hearings. 
 
(B) Authority and Duties. The “hearing examiner” shall serve at the pleasure of the mayor. The hearing examiner shall 
interpret, review and make recommendations on implementation of land use regulations as provided by ordinance and may 
perform other quasi-judicial functions as are delegated by ordinance. Unless otherwise specified, the term “hearing examiner” 
shall also mean deputy examiners and examiners pro tem. Hearing examiners shall be appointed based on their qualifications 
for the duties of the office including education and experience. 
 

(1) Influence and Conflict of Interest. No person, including city officials, elected or appointed, shall attempt to influence 
the hearing examiner in any matter pending before him/her, except at an open record public hearing duly called for 
such purpose, or to interfere with the hearing examiner in the performance of his/her duties in any way; provided, that 
this section shall not prohibit the city attorney from rendering legal service to the hearing examiner upon request. The 
hearing examiner shall be subject to the same code of ethics as set forth in Chapter 42.23 RCW. 
 
(2) Rules. The hearing examiner shall have the power to prescribe rules for the scheduling and conduct of hearings and 
other procedural matters related to his/her duties. 
 
(3) Powers. The hearing examiner shall have the authority to: 

 
(a) Review and make decisions on the following land use permit matters pursuant to RCW 35A.63.170: 

 
(i) Conditional use permits; 
 
(ii) Variances; 
 
(iii) Preliminary plats; 
 
(iv) Appeals of administrative decisions or determinations; 
 
(v) Planned residential developments (PRDs); 
 
(vi) Appeals of administrative decisions or determinations pursuant to Chapter 43.21C RCW, the State 
Environmental Policy Act (SEPA); 
 
(vii) Amortization periods for nonconforming signs; 
 
(viii) Manufactured/mobile home parks; 
 
(ix) Nonconforming use permits; and 
 
(x) Appeals of SEPA determinations of the underlying land use action. 

 
(b) Review and decide civil violations in conjunction with enforcement actions of the city as described in 
Chapter 19.11 GFMC, Enforcement. 
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(c) Review and make recommendations to city council regarding a proposed development agreement in 
compliance with GFMC 19.04C.045. 
 
(d) Hear and make decisions under GFMC 15.04.050 and 15.04.060. 

 
(4) Procedures. The hearing examiner shall: 

 
(a) Receive and examine available information; 
 
(b) Conduct public hearings in accordance with the provisions of this UDC and Chapter 36.70B RCW and ensure 
that the city makes a recording of the open record public hearing; 
 
(c) Administer oaths and affirmations; 
 
(d) Issue subpoenas and examine witnesses; provided, that no person shall be compelled to divulge information 
which he/she could not be compelled to divulge in a court of law; 
 
(e) Regulate the course of the hearing; 
 
(f) Make and enter findings of fact and conclusions to support his/her decisions; 
 
(g) Conduct conferences for the settlement or simplification of the issues; 
 
(h) Conduct discovery; 
 
(i) Dispose of procedural requests or similar matters; 
 
(j) Take official notice of matters of law or material facts; 
 
(k) Issue summary orders in supplementary proceedings; and 
 
(l) Take any other action authorized by or necessary to carry out this chapter; 
 
(m) The above authority may be exercised on all matters for which jurisdiction is assigned to the hearing 
examiner by city ordinance, code or other legal action of the city council. The nature of the hearing examiner’s 
decision shall be as specified in this chapter and in each ordinance or code which grants jurisdiction to the 
hearing examiner. [Ord. 1030 § 3, 2022; Ord. 1007 § 1 (Att. A § 2), 2021; Ord. 994 § 2, 2020.] 
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19.04A.360 Planning commission. 

 
(A) A planning commission is created by Chapter 2.24 GFMC to involve residents of the city in advising the city council on 
matters of community development. 
 
(B) Authority and Duties. The planning commission’s authority and duties are provided in Chapter 2.24 GFMC and this section. 
The planning commission shall serve as an advisory body to the city council in the following respects: 
 

(1) The planning commission may make recommendations to the city council based on its findings and conclusions and 
on those of its committees. It shall prepare the elements of the comprehensive plan or this title for adoption or 
modification; advise the council regarding comprehensive land use and development policy or special area concerns; 
and investigate and make recommendations on matters suggested by the council, the mayor, Granite Falls citizens, or 
upon its own initiative. 
 
(2) The planning commission shall monitor the growth and development of the city and the areas surrounding the city 
and shall continually reevaluate and recommend revisions to the elements of the comprehensive plan or land use 
code. 

 
(C) Public Hearings. The planning commission shall conduct its public hearings under this title in accordance with 
GFMC 19.04A.260, Public meetings and public hearings. The planning commission may hold additional hearings and meetings 
as it sees fit to conduct its business. 
 
(D) Quorum. A quorum shall be considered a majority of the currently constituted membership. [Ord. 994 § 2, 2020.] 
 

19.04A.370 City council. 

 
(A) The city council makes decisions on changes to the text of this title and to the official zoning map pursuant to 
GFMC 19.04C.035. 
 
(B) Authority and Duties. The city council’s authority and duties are provided in Chapter 2.08 GFMC. 
 
(C) Public Hearings. The city council shall conduct its public hearings under this title in accordance with GFMC 19.04A.260. 
 
(D) Public Hearings and Appeals. The city council may hold additional hearings and meetings as it sees fit to conduct its 
business. [Ord. 994 § 2, 2020.] 
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19.04C.035 Amendments. 

(A) Purpose. The purpose of this section is to define types of amendments to the development regulations, comprehensive 
plan, and other official controls and to identify procedures for those actions. Amendments to the comprehensive plan and 
development regulations are legislative functions separate from any permit process otherwise set forth in this section. 
 
(B) Development Regulations and Other Official Controls. This section is intended to provide the method for 
adopting amendments to the text and official map of the city’s development regulations and other official controls. Requests 
to change a regulatory zone affecting a parcel of land, or portion of a lot, are processed under this section. 

(1) Initiation of Amendment. An amendment to the zoning code or other official controls may be initiated by: 

(a) The city council; 

(b) The planning commission; 

(c) The city-designated official; 

(d) One or more property owners directly affected by a proposal through the submittal to the city of an application and 
fee as set forth in subsections (D)(2) and (D)(3) of this section; 

(e) Citizen advisory committees or organizations through the submittal to the city of an application and fee as set forth in 
subsections (D)(2) and (D)(3) of this section. 

(2) Application Required. A zoning code amendment application is required to formally request a change to the regulations and 
standards in this UDC. A zoning map amendment (rezone) application is subject to the requirements of GFMC 19.04C.070. All 
zoning map amendment (rezone) applications must be accompanied by a comprehensive plan amendment application in 
compliance with subsection (C) of this section. Applications shall include: 

(a) A completed zoning code or zoning map amendment application form; 

(b) Property owners’ and agents’ names, addresses, and other contact information; 

(c) Reason for the requested change; 

(d) Statement of how the proposed amendment is consistent with comprehensive plan goals and policies; 

(e) For proposed amendments regarding a specific parcel or parcels rather than a zone, district or designated area of the 
city: 

(i) Parcel identification number and address of the parcel or parcels; 

(ii) Mailing labels of all property owners within 300 feet of the parcel or parcels; 

(iii) A legal description of the subject property; and 

(iv) Vicinity map; 

(f) A completed environmental checklist; and 

(g) Other relevant information regarding the proposal. 

(3) Fees. As may be established by resolution of the city council. 

(4) Staff Report. The designated official shall prepare a written report on each amendment pending before the planning 
commission. The report shall be transmitted to the planning commission and to the applicant before the public hearing. Each 
report shall contain: 

(a) Any factual findings pertaining to the amendment. 

(b) Any comments from city departments or other agencies with jurisdiction. 

(c) The environmental assessment, SEPA determination and/or final environmental impact statement. 

(d) The designated official’s recommendation. 

(5) Public Hearing by Planning Commission. The city shall give notice and the planning commission shall hold a public hearing 
prior to the recommendation for adoption or amendment of any official control to the city council. See 
GFMC 19.04B.405 through 19.04B.460 for hearing procedures and rules. 

(6) Adoption by City Council. Amendments to the development regulations or other official controls shall be adopted by the city 
council by ordinance after a public hearing on the planning commission’s recommendation. 
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(C) Comprehensive Plan. This section is intended to provide the method for adopting amendments to the text and official maps of 
the city’s comprehensive plan. Comprehensive plan amendments may include, but are not limited to, policy changes; land use 
designation changes; level of service standard changes; addition of new analyses; addition of new elements; or other changes that 
are mandated by state law or determined to be in the interest of the city. GFMC 19.04C.040 describes the adopted comprehensive 
plan. 

(1) Initiation of Amendment. Pursuant to the docketing process set forth under subsection (D) of this section, 
an amendment to the comprehensive plan may be initiated by: 

(a) The city council requesting the planning commission to set the matter for hearing and recommendations; 

(b) The planning commission with the concurrence of the designated official; 

(c) The city designated official; 

(d) One or more property owners directly affected by a proposal through the submittal to the city of an application and 
fee as set forth in subsections (C)(2) and (C)(3) of this section; 

(e) Citizen advisory committees or organizations through the submittal to the city of an application and fee as set forth in 
subsections (C)(2) and (C)(3) of this section. 

(2) Application Required. Application for a change to the comprehensive plan shall include: 

(a) A completed application form; 

(b) Property owners’ and agents’ names, addresses, and other contact information; 

(c) Reasons for the requested change; 

(d) Statement of how the proposed amendment is consistent with comprehensive plan goals and policies; 

(e) For proposed amendments regarding a specific parcel or parcels rather than a zone, district or designated area of the 
city: 

(i) Parcel identification number and address of the parcel or parcels; 

(ii) Mailing labels of all property owners within 300 feet of the parcel or parcels; 

(iii) A legal description of the subject property; and 

(iv) Vicinity map; 

(f) A completed environmental checklist; and 

(g) Other relevant information regarding the proposal. 

(3) Fees. As may be established by resolution of the city council. 

(4) Staff Report. The designated official shall prepare a written report on each amendment pending before the planning 
commission. The report shall be transmitted to the planning commission and to the applicant before the public hearing. Each 
report shall contain: 

(a) Any factual findings pertaining to the amendment. 

(b) Any comments from city departments or other agencies with jurisdiction. 

(c) The environmental assessment, SEPA determination and/or final environmental impact statement. 

(d) The staff’s recommendation. 

(5) Public Hearing by Planning Commission. The planning commission shall hold a public hearing prior to the recommendation 
for adoption or amendment of any comprehensive plan amendment to the city council. See 
GFMC 19.04B.405 through 19.04B.460 for hearing procedures and rules. 

(6) Adoption by City Council. Amendments to the comprehensive plan shall be adopted by the city council by ordinance after a 
public hearing on the planning commission’s recommendation. 

(D) Docket Process. The comprehensive plan shall be amended no more frequently than annually, except that subarea plans may be 
adopted as amendments at any time. Amendment proposals shall be processed as follows: 

(1) The city shall advertise the comprehensive plan amendment docketing process on September 1st, inviting the public to 
propose amendments by October 31st. The notice shall also state that the city council shall decide which 
proposed amendments will be carried forward during the current cycle. 
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(2) At the close of the proposal period, the submittals shall be reviewed by the planning commission and the proposals 
recommended for further processing sent to the city council. This list will include proposals submitted by city departments, 
boards and commissions and other agencies as well as private parties. 

(3) The city council shall adopt a resolution directing the designated official to proceed with the selected amendments for the 
current cycle. Proposed amendments that are eliminated from further consideration may be resubmitted in the next cycle.  

(E) Exceptions to Annual Cycle. Amendments may be considered more frequently than once per cycle for any of the reasons 
specified in RCW 36.70A.130(2)(b). 

19.04C.065 Home Occupations 

(A) Purpose. The purpose of this section is to provide standards which allow an individual in a residential of a single-family 
dwelling to operate a limited activity from their principal residence or permitted accessory structure while achieving the goals 
of retaining residential character, maintaining property values and preserving environmental quality. 

(B) Applicability. Home occupations are only permitted in the R-2.3, R-9,600, R-7,200, MR, and DT-2,500 zones. Home 
occupations are conditional in the CBD zone with approved residential uses. 

(C) Exemptions. 

(1) Home-based day care provisions are stated in GFMC 19.06.080. 

(2) Temporary lodging facilities (lodging house), including bed and breakfast inns and boarding/rooming homes, are 
exempt from the regulations of this section. 

(D) Performance Standards. 

(1) Intent. It is the intent of this subsection to provide performance standards for home occupation activities, not to 
create a specific list of every type of possible home-based business activity. The following performance standards 
prescribe the conditions under which home occupation activities may be conducted when incidental to a residential use. 
Activities which exceed these performance standards should refer to this section to determine the appropriate 
commercial, industrial, civic, or office use category which applies to the activity. 

(2) General Provisions. The following general provisions shall apply to all home occupation activities: 

(a) The activity is clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the property for residential purposes and shall not 
change the residential character of the dwelling or neighborhood; 

(b) External alteration inconsistent with the residential character of the structure is prohibited; 

(c) Use of hazardous materials or equipment must comply with the requirements of the International Building Code 
and the International Fire Code; 

(d) The activity does not create noticeable glare, noise, odor, vibration, smoke, dust or heat at or beyond the 
property lines; 

(e) Use of electrical or mechanical equipment which creates visible or audible interference in radio or television 
receivers or fluctuations in line voltage at or beyond the property line is prohibited; 

(f) Manufacturing shall be limited to the small-scale assembly of already manufactured parts, but does not preclude 
production of small, individually handcrafted items, furniture or other wood items as long as the activity meets the 
other standards of this chapter; 

(g) Customers/clients are prohibited on the premises prior to 6:30 a.m. and after 7:30 p.m.; 

(h) Sales in connection with the activity are limited to merchandise handcrafted on site or items accessory to a 
service (e.g., hair care products for beauty salon); 

(i) In addition to the single-family parking requirements, off-street parking associated with the activity shall include 
one additional space in accordance with standards set forth in GFMC 19.06.050(A)(3)(a); 

(j) Only the resident can perform the activity; nonresident employees are prohibited; 

(k) The activity shall be limited to an area less than 500 square feet or a size equivalent to 50 percent of total floor 
area of the living space within the residence, whichever is less; 

(l) One vehicle, up to 10,000 pounds gross vehicle weight, is permitted in connection with the activity; 

(m) The activity shall be performed completely inside the residence, an accessory structure or a combination of the 
two; 
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(n) There shall be no outside display or storage of materials, merchandise, or equipment; 

(o) Approval. A home occupation permit is a Type I permit subject to administrative approval by the city’s designated 
official. See Table 2, GFMC 19.04A.210(D). [Ord. 1020 § 1 (Att. A), 2022.] 
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19.04D.010 Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to set forth the criteria, standards and requirements for the review and approval of subdivisions 
and short subdivisions. [Ord. 1020 § 1 (Att. A), 2022.] 

19.04D.020 Review and approval criteria. 

(A) Each proposed subdivision or short subdivision shall be reviewed to ensure that: 

(1) The proposal conforms to the goals, policies, criteria and plans set forth in the city of Granite Falls comprehensive 
plan; 

(2) The proposal conforms to the development standards set forth in this title; 

(3) The proposal conforms to the requirements of this section and those set forth in this chapter and GFMC 19.06.150 
and GFMC 19.04A.205 through 19.04A.260; 

(4) The proposed street system conforms to the city of Granite Falls public works standards and specifications and is 
laid out in a traditional street gridsuch a manner  as to provide for the safe, orderly and efficient circulation of traffic; 

(5) The proposed subdivision or short subdivision will be adequately served at the applicant’s cost with city-approved 
water and sewer, and other utilities appropriate to the nature of the subdivision or short subdivision; 

(6) The layout of lots, and their size and dimensions, take into account topography and vegetation on the site in order 
that buildings may be reasonably sited, and that the least disruption of the site, topography, trees and vegetation will 
result from development of the lots; 

(7) Identified hazards and limitations to development have been considered in the design of streets and lot layout to 
assure street and building sites are on geologically stable soil considering the stress and loads to which the soil may be 
subjected; 

(8) Safe walk to school procedures, as established by the Granite Falls School District No. 332, have been met; 

(9) Tree preservation requirements have been adequately met. 

(B) Lack of compliance with the criteria set forth in subsection (A) of this section shall be grounds for denial of a proposed 
subdivision or short subdivision, or for the issuance of conditions necessary to more fully satisfy the criteria. 

(C) No final plat or short subdivision shall be approved unless: 

(1) The final plat or short subdivision is in substantial conformance with the provisions for the preliminary approval, 
including any conditions imposed as part of the approval. 

(2) The final plat or short subdivision contains a dedication to the city of all common improvements, including but not 
limited to streets, roads, sewage disposal, water supply systems, and storm drainage and disposal, which were a 
condition of approval. 

(3) All common improvements required as conditions of approval of the proposed subdivision or short subdivision have 
been referenced on the final plat or short subdivision. 

(4) City-approved water and sewer facilities shall be available to each lot created by the division of land. Other common 
utilities, systems, and features designed to serve all lots within the subdivision such as, but not limited to, power, phone 
service, natural gas, critical area(s) impact mitigation, storm drainage and detention/infiltration systems designed to be 
used by the entire subdivision, and street illumination systems, all located either within public right-of-way, future 
public right-of-way, or easements dedicated to the utility(ies), shall also be constructed and installed prior to final 
approval and available to each lot created by the division of land. 

(5) The final plat or short subdivision is in compliance with the provisions of GFMC 19.07.020, Critical areas regulations, 
and Chapter 19.12 GFMC, Concurrency and Adequacy. 

(6) Except when a surety bond, a cash deposit or assignment of funds for the construction of certain improvements has 
been approved pursuant to subsection (C)(7) of this section, all required improvements, public or private, have been 
constructed or installed in accord with the provisions of this chapter and the requirements of the approved preliminary 
plat, subject to inspection and approval by the city engineer. 

(7) For subdivisions (long plats), the applicant may be allowed to submit a surety bond, a cash deposit or an assignment 
of funds acceptable to the city in lieu of actually installing or constructing certain of the required improvements 
meeting the description in criteria in subsection (C)(7)(a), (C)(7)(b) or (C)(7)(c) of this section and subject to written 
approval by both the public works director and city engineer. Their decision shall consider all relevant factors including 
the following criteria: 
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(a) Whether only minor items of the required improvements need to be completed such as the final lift of 
asphalt pavement and/or landscaping; or 

(b) Whether the city and/or other public agency’s capital project needs to be completed ahead of the required 
improvements to allow for logical sequence of construction to prevent damage or disruption to the 
improvements being made; or 

(c) Whether constructing the required improvements prior to plat approval will create an unnecessary and 
unusual hardship to the applicant that is not self-created; and 

(d) Whether the need for the surety bond, cash deposit, or assignment of funds is not the result of deliberate 
actions of the applicant; and 

(e) The extent to which public health, safety, and welfare are not endangered by allowing the plat to be 
approved without the required improvements being completed, prior to final plat approval. 

(D) When the city administrator finds that the final plat or short subdivision is in substantial conformity to the preliminary 
approval, he or she shall endorse his or her approval on the final plat or short subdivision and shall implement the final 
approval and recording procedures set forth in Chapter 19.05 GFMC, Subdivisions, Binding Site Plans, and Boundary Line 
Adjustments, and this title. [Ord. 1020 § 1 (Att. A), 2022.] 

19.04D.040 Lot standards. 

(A) Suitability for Intended Use. All lots shall be suitable for the general purpose for which they are intended to be used. No lot 
shall be of such size or design as to be detrimental to the health, safety or sanitary needs of the residents of the subdivision or 
such lot. 

(B) Lots shall be created by following the procedures of Chapter 19.05 GFMC, Subdivisions, Binding Site Plans, and Boundary 
Line Adjustments, and this title. 

(C) No lot shall be established which is in violation of the Granite Falls Municipal Code. 

(D) Lot Shapes. Lot shapes shall be designed to avoid awkward configuration or appendages. 

(E) Width – Area – Frontage. Each lot shall have sufficient width, area and frontage to comply with the minimum site 
requirements as set forth in GFMC 19.06.010, Density and dimension. 

(F) Depth. Each lot should have an average depth between the front and rear lot lines of not less than one foot depth for each 
one foot of width. 

(G) Front Lot Line. For corner lots, double frontage lots, and single frontage lots, the front lot line shall be the property line(s) 
separating the lot from a street or vehicle access corridor. 

(H) Side Lot Lines. As much as possible, where topography and natural features permit, side lot lines should run at right angles 
to the street upon which the lot faces, except that on curved streets they shall be radial to the curve. 

(I) Building Setback Lines. Where watercourses, topography, geology and soils, vegetation, utilities, lot configuration, or other 
unique circumstances dictate a different building envelope than that set by GFMC 19.06.010, Density and dimension, building 
setback lines may be required to be shown on the final plat or short subdivision map and observed in the development of the 
lot. 

(J) Future Subdivision of Lots. Where the subdivision or short subdivision will result in a lot one-half acre or larger in size which 
is likely to be further divided in the future, it may be required that the location of lot lines and other details of layout be such 
that future division may readily be made without violating the requirements of this section and without interfering with 
orderly extension and connection of adjacent streets. It is intended that the lot lines and other details of future subdivision be 
advisory only, and shall not be final or binding on the applicant unless he makes further application; however, any restriction 
of buildings within future street locations may be imposed and may require such restrictions to be set forth on the final plat or 
short subdivision. [Ord. 1020 § 1 (Att. A), 2022.] 

19.04D.050 Exception to lot standards. 

(A) Cluster – Zero Lot Line – Townhouse Development. The relaxation of building setbacks, lot size and lot frontage 
requirements as set forth in GFMC 19.06.010, Density and dimension, and GFMC 19.04D.040, Lot standards, may be 
authorized for a subdivision developed in compliance with GFMC 19.06.010(E), General Development Standards. Such 
authorization shall only occur where the applicant presents a plan whereby the entire subdivision will be designed and 
developed with provision for proper maintenance of recreation facilities and open space which will be commonly available for 
use of the residents of the subdivision and which will be of such benefit to said residents as is equal to that which would be 
derived from observance of the size and frontage requirements otherwise specified. The relation of said requirements shall 
not violate the purpose and criteria set forth in GFMC 19.05.005, Introduction and purpose, and GFMC 19.04D.020, Review and 
approval criteria, respectively. 
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(B) Eminent Domain. Parcels smaller than otherwise permitted by the Granite Falls Municipal Code may be created through 
the action of governmental agencies including the city of Granite Falls by such actions as eminent domain and the splitting of a 
parcel by dedicated right-of-way. Wherever possible, such parcels shall be merged in title with adjacent lots to create lots in 
compliance with the Granite Falls Municipal Code. 

(C) Substandard Lots. A lot of record created prior to the effective date of the Granite Falls Municipal Code that does not meet 
the minimum area or dimensional requirements of the land use district in which located shall be considered a conforming lot 
of record if the following requirements are met: there must be no adjoining lots of record of continuous boundary in the same 
ownership to which the substandard lot can be merged in title or with which the lot lines can be adjusted to create lots of 
record which would comply with the Granite Falls Municipal Code. 

(D) Lots for Building Pads. In industrial, business and multiple residential zones, lots with boundaries coterminous or nearly so 
with building walls may be created. The standards that normally would apply to such lots shall apply instead to the project 
tract of which such lots are a part. [Ord. 1020 § 1 (Att. A), 2022.] 

19.04D.060 Legal Lot Status Determination. 

(A) Purpose. 

(1)    The purpose of this section is to provide a process and criteria for determining whether a lot, tract, or parcel 
(parcels) is a lot of record consistent with applicable state and local law, and to provide alternate criteria for 
determining lot status for a parcel that may not qualify outright as a lot of record. 

(B) Applicability and Burden of Proof. 

(1)    The standards of this section apply to all requests for lot status determinations or for any applications relating to 
land development, building permits, property division, boundary line adjustment or any other land use actions when 
a lot status determination is necessary pursuant to RCW 58.17.210. 

(2)    The applicant shall bear the burden of proving that a parcel of land is a lot of record. 

(C) Determination Process. 

(1)    Lot Status Determinations as Part of a Building Permit or Other Land Use and Development Request. 

(i)    Lot status determinations involving building permit or other land use and development applications shall submit 
all materials set forth in subsection (d) of this section, along with the underlying applications, and required 
application fees. 

(ii)    Concurrent review with an underlying application shall follow the process for the underlying building permit or 
land use permit. 

(iii)    A separate written approval of a lot status determination will not be issued unless requested by the applicant. 

(2)    Lot Status Determinations Without a Building Permit or Other Land Use and Development Request. 

(i)    Lot status determinations not involving any other concurrent City reviews shall submit all materials set forth in 
subsection (d) of this section, a complete Type I application and current fee. 

(ii)    The lot status determination shall be reviewed for compliance with the criteria in this section. 

(iii)    The City will issue a written determination of lot status. 

(3)    If any nonconforming lot is held in common ownership with an adjacent lot or lots and the combined lots have 
previously functioned as a single lot to support or allow a use or development, then the nonconforming lot is deemed to 
have been combined with the adjacent lot or lots and may only be used in accordance with this title as a single lot. 

(D)    Submittal Requirements. The following materials shall be provided by all applicants for a lot status determination: 

(1)    Complete application (if not a concurrent review); 

(2)    Written narrative explaining the purpose of the request; 

(3)    Title report (prepared within 30 days of submittal to the City); 

(4)    Scaled site plan to include property lines, dimensions, structures, site improvements, easements and utility 
locations; 

(5)    Any existing evidence of legal lot status such as: 
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(i)    Prior approved and recorded short subdivision or subdivision approval showing formal lot creation; 

(ii)    Recorded deeds or contracts describing the lot or lots either individually or as part of a 
conjunctive legal description (e.g., Lot 1 and Lot 2); or 

(iii)    Historic tax records or other similar evidence, describing the parcel as an individual lot. 

(E)    Decision Criteria. The designated official shall determine that a parcel is a legal lot of record when the parcel meets one or 
more of the following criteria: 

(1)    The parcel was created through a subdivision or short subdivision in the city after June 17, 1970. 

(2)    The parcel was created through a subdivision or short subdivision recorded with Snohomish County or approved by 
Snohomish County prior to annexation and after August 9, 1969. 

(3)    The parcel was created through a subdivision or short subdivision with written approval by Snohomish County 
between 1937 and 1969 and has been subsequently developed, sold through deed transfer and meets the requirement 
of subsection (f)(3) of this section. 

(4)    The lot was created by a process defined in RCW 58.17.040 RCW. 

(F)    Alternate Decision Criteria for Determining Lot Status. The designated official shall determine that a parcel is a legal lot of 
record when the parcel meets one or more of the following criteria: 

(1)    The parcel was created through territorial platting prior to 1937, was not subsequently developed, altered or 
improved, and the applicant can demonstrate that the parcel meets the requirement of subsection (f)(3) of this section. 

(2)    The parcel is a tax parcel created for tax segregation purposes by the County Assessor and the applicant can 
demonstrate that the parcel meets the requirement of subsection (f)(3) of this section and the following: 

(i)    The parcel was created by a tax segregation process prior to March 4, 1972; and 

(ii)    The parcel was defined by metes and bounds legal description or fractional section description and conveyed 
by notarized deed prior to December 31, 1968; or 

(iii)    The parcel was conveyed as an individually described parcel to separate, noncontiguous ownerships through a 
fee simple transfer or purchase. 

(3)    For consideration for an alternative determination of lot status, the applicant shall demonstrate that: 

(i)    The parcel substantially meets or can meet current zoning standards per Title 19 including but not limited to 
access to public utilities, site access, road, sidewalk, stormwater, lot size, setbacks, etc.; and 

(ii)    The parcel does not adversely impact public health or safety; and 

(iii)    The parcel does not adversely affect or interfere with the implementation of the Comprehensive Plan. 

(iv)    For purposes of reviewing the status of preexisting parcels, parcels within 10 percent of lot size standards shall 
be considered to substantially meet the current standards unless the designated official determines that public 
health or safety impacts are present. 

(G)    Prior Determination. 

(1)    Lots which have been recognized through a previous lot status determination, including approvals from Snohomish 
County before annexation, or other planning approval in which lot recognition is made, are lots of record. Such parcels 
shall remain lots of record unless the property owner consolidates or merges the lot with another lot or alters the lot or 
portions of a lot subject to a court decision. Any such change shall necessitate a new legal lot determination through the 
processes outlined in this section. 

(2)    The City shall have the authority to review lots that have been altered through the boundary line agreement process 
identified in RCW 58.04.007. If the City determines that the limited parameters of RCW 58.04.007 do not apply to a 
recorded boundary line agreement, the City’s determination of lot status shall be based on the recorded boundaries 
prior to the agreement, unless a boundary line adjustment is approved through the process outlined in 
Section 19.05.200. 
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19.05.310 Fee Simple Unit lot subdivisions. 

 
(A) Purpose. The purpose of this section is to allow subdivision of certain housing types where subdivision is not otherwise 
possible due to conflicts between characteristics of the development type and applicable dimensional standards. in Chapter 
19.06 GFMC. In such cases, the unit lot subdivision process provides opportunities for fee simple ownership of land as an 
alternative to condominium ownership. The purpose is to also allow for the creation of lots for the individual ownership of 
these types of housing units while applying only those site development standards applicable to the parent parcel(s) as a 
whole, established in GFMC Title 19.03 Zoning. Unit lot subdivision applies the dimensional standards to the overall site, the 
“parent lot,” while allowing flexibility in the dimensional standards for the subordinate “unit lots.” This section is not intended 
to permit uses or densities that are not otherwise allowed in the land use designations in which a unit lot subdivision is 
proposed. 
 
(B) Administrative Deviation from Dimensional Standards. The overall development on the parent lot proposed for subdivision 
shall maintain consistency with the development standards applicable to the land use designation and the land use type at the 
time the application is vested, as specified by the applicable code provisions and this section. Subsequent additions or 
modification to the structure(s) shall not create any nonconformity of the parent lot. Administrative deviation from setback, lot 
width, lot coveragehard surface coverage, and lot area standards in Chapter 19.03 GFMC may be approved for individual unit 
lots through a unit lot subdivision, subject to any limitations in this section. Structures on unit lots and structures divided by 
unit lots that conform to a recorded unit lot subdivision shall not be considered nonconforming under GFMC 19.06.140. 
 
(C) Portions of the parent lot not subdivided for individual unit lots shall be owned in common by the owners of the 
individual unit lots, or by a homeowners' association comprised of the owners of the individual unit lots. 
 
(D) Unit Lot Subdivision does not allow separate ownership of stacked unit(s). However, a condominium and unit lot 
subdivision can be combined in cases where a unit lot has stacked units and separate unit ownership is desired. 
 
(CE) Unit lot subdivisions and subsequent platting actions, additions or modifications to the structure(s) may not create or 
increase any nonconformity of the parent lot. 
 
(DF) Approval Process. Unit lot subdivisions of nine or fewer lots shall be processed in the same manner as short plats 
pursuant to the associated permit type in Chapters 19.04A and 19.04B GFMC. Unit lot subdivisions of 10 or more lots shall be 
processed as plats pursuant to the associated permit types in Chapters 19.04A and 19.04B GFMC. 
 
(EG) Approval Criteria. In addition to any other standards and approval criteria applicable to a unit lot subdivision proposal, 
including but not limited to criteria in Chapters 19.03, 19.04C, and 19.04D GFMC, proposals shall be subject to the following: 
 

(1) Each unit lot shall have individual sewer service, water service, and a power meter specific to that unit. 
 
(2) Private usable open space of at least 400 square feet, exclusive of required parking, shall be provided for each 
dwelling unit on the same unit lot as the dwelling unit it serves. Such areas shall have a minimum dimension of 15 feet 
and shall be usable. 
 
(3) Parking shall be calculated and designed for each lot in compliance with Chapter 19.06 GFMC, although parking 
required for a dwelling may be provided on a different lot or tract within the parent lot as long as the right to use that 
parking is formalized by an easement declared on the plat. Where parking for detached single-family buildings is 
provided on a different lot or tract, parking allowances for detached single-family residences in Chapter 19.06 GFMC, 
including tandem parking and backing into a street, shall not apply. 
 
(4) Private access drives are allowed to provide access to dwellings and off-street parking areas within a unit lot 
subdivision. Access, joint use and maintenance agreements shall be executed for use of common garage or parking 
areas, common open area and other similar features, as recorded with Snohomish County. 
 
(5) Access and utility easements, joint use and maintenance agreements, and covenants, conditions, and restrictions 
identifying the rights and responsibilities of property owners and/or the homeowners’ association shall be executed for 
use and maintenance of common garage, parking, and vehicle access areas; drainage facilities; underground utilities; 
common open space (such as common courtyard open space); exterior building facades and roofs; and other similar 
features, and shall be recorded with the Snohomish County auditor. 
 
(6) Subdivision of common wall or zero lot line development such as townhouses shall provide a five-foot-wide building 
maintenance easement for external walls, eaves, chimneys, and other architectural features that rest directly on the lot 
line. The maintenance easement shall be shown on the face of the plat. 
 
(7) The final plat shall note all conditions of approval, that unit lots are not buildable lots independent of the overall 
development, and that additional development of the individual unit lots, including but not limited to reconstruction, 
remodel, maintenance, and addition, shall comply with conditions of approval and may be limited as a result of the 
application of development standards to the parent lot or other applicable regulations. 
 
(87) The application for unit lot subdivisions shall include a detailed, scaled site plan with building footprints. Adequate 
information shall be provided to determine compliance with all applicable criteria. 
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(F) The facts that the unit lot is not a separate buildable lot and that additional development of the individual unit lots may be 
limited as a result of the application of development standards to the parent lot shall be noted on the plat, as recorded with 
Snohomish County. [Ord. 1020 § 1 (Att. A), 2022.] 
 
(H) Notes shall be placed on the plat recorded with the county auditor's office to acknowledge the following: 
 

(1) Approval of the design and layout of the development plan was granted by the review of the development, as a 
whole, on the parent lot (including the subject project file number if applicable); 
 

(2) Subsequent platting actions, additions or modifications to the structure(s) may not create or increase any 
nonconformity of the parent lot as a whole, and shall conform to the approved development plan; 

 
(3) If a structure or portion of a structure has been damaged or destroyed, any repair, reconstruction or 
replacement of the structure(s) shall conform to the approved development plan;  

(4) The unit lot is not a separate buildable lot and that development of the individual unit lots, including but not limited to 
reconstruction, remodel, maintenance, and addition, may be limited as a result of the application of development standards to 
the parent lot. shall be noted on the plat, as recorded with Snohomish County. [Ord. 1020 § 1 (Att. A), 2022.] 
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19.06.010 Density and dimension. 

(A) Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to establish dimensional standards for development. These standards are 
established to provide flexibility in project design and promote high-quality development within the city. 

(B) Density Standards. All residential density provisions are herein expressed in terms of minimum lot size based on the 
densitiesy standards adopted in the comprehensive plan. 

(1) Density bonuses in accordance with planned residential developments shall be authorized in approvals as described 
in Chapter 19.05 GFMC. 

(2) Stormwater features, roads, and critical areas (exclusive of buffers), are not included in density calculations. 

………. 

(E) General Development Standards. 

(1) Existing Lot – Single-Family Dwelling Permitted. In any zone that permits a single-family dwelling unit, a single-family 
dwelling unit and permitted accessory structures may be constructed or enlarged on one lot which cannot satisfy the 
density requirements of the zone where the lot was legally created prior to the effective date of this regulation. This 
section shall not waive the requirements for setbacks and height of the zone in which the lot is located. 

(2) Combining Lots – Interior Yard Setback Exception. Where two or more lots are used as a building site and where 
principal buildings cross lot lines, interior yard setbacks shall not be required from those lot lines crossed by the principal 
building. 

(3) Legally Created Lots – Development Permitted Proof. 

(a) Development shall be permitted only on legally created lots. 

(b) To establish that a lot has been legally created, the applicant must provide one of the following: 

(i) A copy of formal plat, short plat, or large lot subdivision approved by Granite Falls separately describing the 
lot. 

(ii) A copy of the boundary line adjustment or lot combination separately describing the lot. 

(iii) Documentation that the creation of the lot was exempt from the provisions of the subdivision title. 

(iv) A deed, contract of sale, mortgage, recorded survey, or tax segregation that separately describes the lot. 

(c) Pipestem (Flag) Lots. Pipestem (flag) lots are allowed in the R-2.3, R-9,600 and R-7,200 zones. Pipestem (flag) lots 
may be approved subject to the criteria provided in this code. 

(d) Bulkheads and Retaining Walls. Any structure constructed and erected between lands of different elevations 
used to resist the lateral displacement of any material, control erosion, or protect structures may be placed within 
required setbacks to a maximum height of six feet, provided all applicable site distance requirements are met. 

(4) Development Standards for All Pipestem (Flag) Lots. All pipestem (flag) lots, irrespective of when platted, shall meet 
the following standards, subject to site plan review: 

(a) All development of principal residences, accessory dwellings, garages, sheds, and other structures shall be built 
within the required setbacks. 

(b) The “building area” within the setbacks shall be large enough to accommodate a 40-foot-diameter building circle 
to ensure that the shape of the lot is adequate to support development that results in attractive, usable open 
spaces. 

(c) The perimeter treatment of the lot including the driveway portion may include fencing or landscaping to screen 
the development from adjacent properties. 

(d) The maximum length of a “flag” shall be 200 feet. 

(5) Sanitary Sewer Connection. All new developments requiring sanitary sewer facilities must connect to a public sewer 
system if the system is within 200 feet of the property line. If not within 200 feet, the development must connect at the 
time that public sewer becomes available to any property served by a private sewage disposal system. This connection 
must be made within 90 days of sewer availability. 

Any existing septic system that fails to meet Snohomish health district standards must be repaired or replaced within 90 
days of failure. 
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(6) Stormwater Drainage and Water Quality. All development shall comply with the Department of Ecology’s 2005 
Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington and revisions thereto. [Ord. 905 § 1 (Att. A), 2016; Ord. 740 § 1 
(Exh. A), 2007.] 

 

19.06.020 Landscaping and screening. 

(A) Purpose. The purpose of this section is to establish standards for landscaping and screening, to maintain or replace 
existing vegetation, provide physical and visual buffers between differing land uses, lessen environmental and improve 
aesthetic impacts of development and to enhance the overall appearance of the city. Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this chapter, trees and shrubs planted pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall be types and ultimate sizes at maturity 
that will not impair scenic vistas. 
 
(B) Applicability. The standards set forth in this section shall apply to: 
 

(1) All uses of land which are subject to site plan or architectural design review; 
 
(2) The construction or location of any duplex, triplex,  or multifamily structure of three four or more attached dwelling 
units; 
 
(3) Any new subdivision or manufactured/mobile home park; 
 
(4) The construction or expansion of any commercial structure or parking facility; 
 
(5) The construction or expansion of any industrial structure or parking facility. 

 
(C) Landscape Plan. A plan of the proposed landscaping and screening of projects subject to this section shall be provided as 
part of the application and shall contain the following: 

 
(1) Identification of existing trees and tree canopies; 
 
(2) Identification of S significant trees and vegetation to remain; 
 
(3) New landscaping – location, species, diameter or size of materials using both botanical and common names. 
Drawings shall reflect the ultimate size of plant materials; 
 
(4) Identification of tree protection techniques. 
 
(5) Alternative Landscaping Plans. The city may authorize modification of the landscape requirements when alternative 
plans comply with the intent of this chapter and: 

 
(a) The proposed landscaping represents a superior result than that which would be achieved by strictly 
following requirements of this section; or 
 
(b) The alternative plan incorporates the increased retention of significant trees and naturally occurring 
undergrowth; or 
 
(c) The alternative plan incorporates unique, historic or architectural features such as plazas, courts, fountains, 
trellises, or sculptures. 
 
(d) The landscape plan shall be prepared by a professional landscape designer. The applicant must demonstrate 
expertise in landscape design in order to qualify/prepare landscape plans. This requires the submittal of a 
resume, and a list of recent project experience. 
 

(D) Preservation of Significant Trees and Vegetation. 
 
(1) The city of Granite Falls shall assume jurisdiction and implementation of the Class IV Forest Practices Act as defined 
by the Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR). 
 
(2) All significant trees in required perimeter buffers or required setbacks pursuant to the applicable zoning district 
shall be retained. Retention of significant trees on the remaining portions of the site is encouraged, especially for 
conifers. 
 
(3) Significant trees removed from a required perimeter buffer or a required setback pursuant to the applicable zoning 
district shall be replaced at a ratio of three replacement trees for every significant tree removed. Conifer replacement 
deciduous trees shall be a minimum of two inches in diameter measured at a point two feet above the existing ground 
at the time of planting. Conifer replacement trees shall be a minimum of six feet in height at the time of planting. The 
type and species of the replacement trees shall be subject to approval by the designated official. 
 
(4) Significant trees are those which are over 15 inches in diameter measured at a point two feet above the existing 
ground. (2)  Significant trees, which include evergreen and/or deciduous trees, excluding Alders or Cottonwoods, 10 
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inches in diameter or greater measured at a point four and one-half feet above existing grade, shall be retained as 
follows: 
 

(a) Perimeter landscaped areas that do not constitute a safety hazard shall be retained. 
 
(b) At the discretion of the designated official, the applicant shall be required to hire a certified arborist to 
evaluate trees proposed for retention, including those located within NGPA tracts (specifically along the fringes) or 
other areas as identified. The arborist shall make a written recommendation to the planning department with 
regard to the treatment of the treed area. In the event of an immediate hazard, this requirement shall be waived. 
 
(c) To provide the best protection for significant trees or areas of native vegetation designated as landscape 
buffer during the construction stage, a temporary five-foot-high, orange clearing limits construction fence shall be 
erected in a line generally corresponding to the dripline of any significant tree to be retained, or five-feet wide 
around native vegetation to be retained. Clearing, grading or contour alteration is not permitted within this no 
construction zone unless a qualified arborist certifies that proposed construction activity within the zone will not 
harm existing vegetation.  All such fencing shall be installed and inspected by the community development 
department prior to commencement of site work. 
 
(d) At the discretion and approval of designated official, where it is not feasible and/or desirable to retain 
the significant trees, the applicant may propose a planting plan on an alternative site or area, or payment into the 
city tree fund, that provides effective replacement of the functions and/or value lost through removal of 
the significant trees. 
 
(e) Significant trees removed shall be replaced at a ratio of one replacement tree for every significant tree 
removed.  The type, species, and location of the replacement trees shall be subject to approval by the designated 
official. Replacement deciduous trees shall be a minimum of two inches in diameter measured at a point two feet 
above the existing ground at the time of planting. Conifer replacement trees shall be a minimum of six feet in 
height at the time of planting. 

 
(f)(a) The Designated Official may authorize the exclusion of any tree which for reasons of health, age or site 
development is not desirable to retain.  
 
(g)(b) The Designated Official may also determine a tree to be significant due to the uniqueness of the species or 
to protect a wildlife habitat. 

 
(35) If the grade level adjoining a tree to be retained is altered such that the tree might be endangered, then a dry rock 
wall or rock well shall be constructed around the tree. The diameter of this wall or well must be approximately the 
diameter of the “drip line” of the tree. 
 
(46) Impervious or compactible surfaces within the area defined by the drip line of any tree to be retained may be 
permitted if a qualified arborist certifies that such activities will not endanger the tree or trees. 
 
(57) Retention of other existing vegetation that is equal to or better than available nursery stock is strongly encouraged. 
 
(8) Areas of native vegetation designated as landscape or buffer areas shall be protected by a five-foot-wide no 
construction zone during construction. Clearing, grading or contour alteration is not permitted within this no 
construction zone unless a qualified arborist certifies that proposed construction activity within the zone will not harm 
existing vegetation. 
 
 

(E) Requirements for Residential Developments. 
 

(1) Perimeter Areas. Notwithstanding other regulations found in this chapter, perimeter areas not covered with 
buildings, driveways,  and parking and loading areas, or other hard surface coverage shall be landscaped. Areas to be 
landscaped shall be covered with live plant materials which will ultimately cover 75 percent of the ground area within 
three years. One deciduous tree a minimum of two-inch caliper or one six-foot evergreen or three shrubs which should 
attain a height of three and one-half feet within three years shall be provided for every 500 square feet of the area to 
be landscaped. Vegetation utilized in low impact development facilities shall count toward landscaping perimeter 
requirements as approved by the designated official. 
 
(2) Street Frontages. 

(a) All street frontages shall include street trees planted no further apart than 30 feet. 
 
(b) If due to the required location of driveways or utilities or topography prohibits the planting of street trees 30 
feet on center then the designated official may approve street trees closer than 30 feet on center or the 
grouping of trees on site that achieves the same total tree count as would have been achieved with trees 30 feet 
on center. 
 
(c) Vegetation utilized in low impact development facilities may count toward street frontage requirements 
subject to approval by the designated official. 
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(F) Requirements for Commercial and Industrial Uses. 
(1) Perimeter Areas. See subsection (E)(l) of this section. Perimeter areas not covered with buildings, driveways and 
parking and loading areas shall be landscaped. Areas to be landscaped shall be covered with live plant materials which 
will ultimately cover 75 percent of the ground area within three years. One deciduous tree a minimum of two-inch 
caliper or one six-foot evergreen or three shrubs which should attain a height of three and one-half feet within three 
years shall be provided for every 500 square feet of the area to be landscaped. Vegetation utilized in low impact 
development facilities shall count toward landscaping perimeter requirements as approved by the designated official. 
 
 
(2) Buffer Areas. Where a development subject to these standards is contiguous to a residential zoning district or areas 
of residential development, then the required perimeter area shall be landscaped the full width of the setback areas as 
follows: 

 
(a) A solid screen of evergreen trees or shrubs; or 
 
(b) A solid screen of evergreen trees and shrubs planted on an earthen berm an average of three feet high; or 
 
(c) A combination of trees or shrubs and fencing where the amount of fence does not exceed 50 percent of the 
linear distance of the buffer, planted so that the ground will be covered within three years. 
 

(3)(3) Areas without Setbacks. Street Frontages. 
 

(a) All street frontages shall include street trees planted no further apart than 30 feet. 
 
(b) If due to the required location of driveways or utilities or topography prohibits the planting of street trees 30 
feet on center then the designated official may approve street trees closer than 30 feet on center or the 
grouping of trees on site that achieves the same total tree count as would have been achieved with trees 30 feet 
on center. 
 
(c) Vegetation utilized in low impact development facilities may count toward street frontage requirements 
subject to approval by the designated official. 
 
(a) In areas where there is no required setback or where buildings are built to the property line, development 
subject to this chapter shall provide a street tree at an interval of one every 20 feet or planter boxes at the same 
interval or some combination of trees and boxes, or an alternative. 
 
(bd) Street trees shall be a minimum caliper of two inches and be a species approved by the city and installed to 
city standards. Planter boxes shall be maintained by the property owners and shall be of a type approved by the 
city. 
 

(G) Parking Lot Landscaping and Screening. The standards of this section shall apply to all public and private parking lots and 
parking areas providing spaces for 10 or more cars. 
 

(1) Perimeter Landscaping. In order to soften the visual effects or separate one parking area from another or from 
other uses, the following standards apply: 

 
(a) Adjacent to a street or road, the minimum width shall be 10 feet wide. On all other perimeters the depth shall 
be a minimum of five feet. Where parking areas are bordered by more than one street, the landscape strip shall 
apply to both. 
 
(b) Visual screening through one or any combination of the following methods is required: 

 
(i) Planting of living ground cover as well as shrubs or trees which will form a solid vegetative screen at 
least three feet in height; or 
 
(ii) A fence or wall at least three feet high combined with low planting or wall-clinging plant materials. 
Materials should be complementary to building design; or 
 
(iii) Earth mounding or berms having a minimum height of three feet and planted with shrubs and trees. 
 

(c) In order to protect vision clearances, areas around driveways and other access points are not required to 
comply with the full screening height standards. The specific horizontal distance exempt from this standard shall 
be 20 feet. 

 
(2) Interior Small Parking Lot Landscaping. All parking lots that contain between 10 parking spaces and 20 parking 
spaces or are between 3,600 square feet and 6,000 square feet shall contain trees in interior parking landscape areas at 
intervals no greater than 30 feet in planting beds. 
 
(3) Interior Medium Size Parking Lot Landscaping. All parking lots that contain 20 or more parking spaces or are 
between 6,000 square feet and 30,000 square feet in area shall have interior parking lot landscaping as follows: 
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(a) A minimum of five square feet of landscaped area per 100 square feet of vehicle use area, or fraction thereof; 
and 
 
(b) Interior parking lot landscape areas no more than 50 feet apart. 

 
(4) Interior Large Parking Lot Landscaping. Parking lots larger than 30,000 square feet in area shall have interior parking 
lot landscaping as follows: 

 
(a) A minimum of seven square feet of landscaped area per 100 square feet of vehicle use area or fraction 
thereof. 
 
(b) Interior parking lot landscape areas shall be no more than 50 feet apart. 

 
(5) Vehicle Use Area. Vehicle use area shall include driveways. 
 
(6) Minimum Area. The minimum size of individual planting areas shall be 64 square feet in order to provide a proper 
plant environment. 
 
(7) Trees Required. Interior parking landscaped areas shall contain trees in compliance with the following: 

 
(a) Trees shall only be deciduous trees approved by the designated official. 
 
(b) Trees shall be a minimum of two-inch caliper at the time of planting. 
 
(c) Trees are required at a ratio of at least one per 64 square feet of landscaped area or fraction thereof. 
 
(d) Trees shall have a clear trunk to a height of at least five feet above the ground. 
 
(e) Trees shall be planted no closer than four feet from pavement edges where vehicles overhang planted areas. 

 
(8) Shrubs and Ground Cover. Required landscaped areas remaining after tree planting shall be planted in shrubs 
and/or ground cover. The distribution of plants shall be adequate to ultimately achieve 75 percent ground coverage 
within three years after planting. Vegetation utilized in low impact development facilities shall count toward these 
landscaping requirements as approved by the city. 
 
(9) Vehicle Overhang. Parked vehicles may overhang landscaped areas up to two feet by wheel stops or curbing. 

 
(H) Deviation. The designated official can allow deviations from subsections (D) through (G) of this section to protect public 
safety, on-site critical areas and associated buffers and to accommodate unique or historical features of the site subject to the 
same number of trees and amount of landscaping being provided on or adjacent to the site as otherwise would have been 
provided pursuant to subsections (D) through (G) of this section without a deviation. 
 
(I) Maintenance. Whenever landscaping is required under the provisions of this chapter, the following shall apply: as per 
landscape maintenance bond requirement: 
 

(1) Shrubs and trees in the landscaping and planting areas shall be maintained in a healthy growing condition during 
the first three years after installation; 
 
(2) Planting beds shall not be located over impervious surfaces; 
 
(3) All landscaped areas shall be provided with automatic irrigation systems except landscaping on a single-family lot 
may be irrigated with hose bibs within 75 feet of plantings; 
 
(4) Dead or dying trees or shrubs shall be replaced immediately; and 
 
(5) Planting areas shall be maintained free of noxious weeds and trash on a regular basis. [Ord. 974 § 9, 2019; Ord. 960 
§ 12 (Exh. K), 2018; Ord. 924 § 2 (Exh. A), 2017; Ord. 915 § 8 (Att. D), 2016; Ord. 905 § 1 (Att. A), 2016; Ord. 827 § 17, 2012; 
Ord. 740 § 1 (Exh. A), 2007.] 
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19.06.040 Sign regulations. 

(A) Purpose. Our sign code is our “Guidebook to Success in Visual Communication” in Granite Falls. It is designed to maximize 
our effectiveness, efficiency, and consistency in: 

(1) Informing or reminding visitors and residents of available goods, services, and events of which they may have been 
unaware; 

(2) Guiding them physically to the appropriate location(s); 

(3) Maintaining an aesthetic appearance and style in concert with the cohesive public image the city is striving to portray. 

We encourage creativity and diversity in “on-premises” signs, and regulate them only insofar as they must fit the scale and 
character of the business they serve. 

(B) Intent. The intent of this section is to regulate the number, size, location, height, illumination, character, and other 
pertinent features of signs, in order to provide adequate identification and advertising for business, and access to advertising 
signage in a manner that will promote fair economic competition and at the same time protect the public health, safety, and 
welfare of the city. 

(C) General. This section shall govern all regulations not identified in subsequent sections. 

(1) All signage used per site or tenant shall be counted towards the total allowed for the site or tenant maximum unless 
otherwise exempted. 

(2) Wall Sign Location. No wall sign shall project more than 18 inches from the wall of a building, nor extend above the 
eave or deck line of the building upon which it is located; except those located upon parapet walls, wherein they may be 
located above the deck line but not above the height of the parapet wall. 

(D) Residential. This subsection shall govern signage in the riverfront residential (R-2.3), residential 9,600 (R-9,600), residential 
7,200 (R-7,200), downtown residential (DT-2,500), and multiple residential (MR) residential zoning districts. 

(1) Address signs must comply with the fire and postal code requirements and shall not count towards the maximum 
number or size requirements. 

(2) One of the following is allowed for each multifamily development of six or more units: 

(a) Freestanding Monument Signs. Applicable to multifamily properties containing six or more dwelling units, 
identifying the name of the development. 

(i) Size. Surface area shall not exceed 32 square feet per face. 

(ii) Location. Subdivision and/or multifamily complex identification signs are to be located at the public entrance 
from a right-of-way. 

(iii) Setback. Setback to be a five-foot minimum setback from all property lines. 

(iv) Height (Maximum). Shall not exceed 10 feet in height. 

(v) Number Permitted. One per public entrance. 

(b) Wall Signs. Applicable to multifamily properties containing four or more dwelling units. Not to include building 
number identification. 

(i) Size. Sign surface area shall not exceed 32 square feet. 

(ii) Number Permitted. One per site. 

(3) Home Occupation Signs. 

(a) Size. Surface area shall not exceed four square feet per face for a total of eight square feet for all signage 
including wall-mounted, monument freestanding and suspended signs. 

(b) Location. Individual dwelling unit identification signs are to be located on the wall of a dwelling unit, next to the 
primary entrance or in the window. 

(c) MonumentFreestanding, applicable to single-family residential only; one sign not to exceed five feet in height, 
and four square feet per face. Setback shall be a minimum of five feet from all property lines.         

(d) Suspended Signs. One suspended sign per residence, not to exceed four square feet per face, maximum two 
faces, and must comply with the height and safety requirements stated for suspended signs in subsection (H)(5) of 
this section. 
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(4) Signs, Other, Such as Would Identify a Residence or State a Point of View. Shall not include signs otherwise referenced 
in this section, and shall not include off-premises commercial advertising, home occupations or signs otherwise 
regulated or exempted by this section. 

(a) Size. Shall not exceed four square feet in area per each face (maximum of two faces). 

(b) Location. Monument Freestanding signs shall be located at least five feet from all property lines. Wall signs shall 
not be located on or above the eave line. 

(5) Nonresidential Uses. Nonresidential uses permitted, conditionally permitted or accessory in residential zoning 
districts shall follow subsections (D)(3) and (4) of this section. 

(E) Public Ownership Zone. This subsection shall govern signage in the schools, parks and miscellaneous within the public 
ownership zone. 

(1) All residential sign users in this zoning district will follow the residential criteria of subsection (D) of this section. 

(2) Signage Calculation. The lesser of one-half square foot of signage, per one lineal foot of property frontage; or one 
square foot of signage, per one lineal foot of building frontage. 

(3) Site Signage Maximum. Not to exceed 250 square feet per site. 

(4) Monument Freestanding Signs. 

(a) Size. Surface area shall not exceed 100 square feet per sign face. 

(b) Setback. Setback shall be a minimum of five feet from all property lines. 

(c) Height (Maximum). Shall not exceed 25 12 feet in height. 

(d) Number Permitted. One per site, with the following exception: 

(i) Parcels with more than 300 lineal feet of frontage are granted one additional monument freestanding sign; 
provided, that they are located more than 200 lineal feet apart as measured by a straight line, not to exceed 
two per site. 

(F) General Commercial, Industrial Retail, Light Industrial and Heavy Industrial. This subsection shall govern signage in the GC, 
IR, LI and HI zoning districts. 

(1) All residential sign users in these zoning districts will follow the residential criteria of subsection (D) of this section. 

(2) A single occupancy building within this zone, regardless of size, has the right to a minimum sign area of 40 square 
feet. 

(3) Single Occupancy Building. 

(a) Signage Calculation. Two square feet of signage per lineal foot of building frontage. 

(b) Site Signage Base Maximum. Shall not exceed 250 square feet per site. 

(4) Multiple Occupancy Building. 

(a) Signage Calculation. Two square feet of signage per lineal foot of building frontage. 

(b) Site Signage Base Maximum. Shall not exceed 250 square feet per site with the following exceptions: 

(c) Signage Increase Above Base Maximum. For each additional tenant with an active business license to do business 
at that address, the maximum allowable signage increases an additional 32 square feet per tenant, but shall not 
exceed 378 square feet (multiple tenant maximum). 

(i) Newly created tenant spaces shall be allowed one tenant identity wall sign located above that particular 
tenant’s entry; shall not exceed 12 square feet. 

(d) If the site has reached the multiple tenant maximum and additional tenants are added then the building is 
allowed directory signs in accordance with subsection (F)(4)(c)(i) of this section. 

(5) Monument Freestanding Signs. 

(a) Surface Maximum (Single Occupancy Building). Shall not exceed 100 square feet per sign face. 

(b) Surface Maximum (Multiple Occupancy Building). Shall not exceed 100 square feet per sign face. 
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(c) Setback. Setback shall be a minimum of five feet from all property lines except where topography or nonstandard 
configuration of the abutting right-of-way and street improvements or other unique physical circumstances exist, 
the city designated official may allow a setback of less than five feet to achieve the stated purpose and intent of this 
section. Any sign located within five feet of a street right-of-way shall not be located so as to interfere with drivers’ or 
others’ visibility at intersections or at place of ingress or egress. 

(d) Height (Maximum). Shall not exceed 35 feet in height. 

(e) Number Permitted. One per site, with the following exceptions: 

(i) Parcels with more than 400 lineal feet of street frontage shall be granted one additional monument 
freestanding sign; provided, that they are located more than 200 lineal feet apart as measured by a straight line 
for a total of no more than two per site. 

(6) Site Signage Maximum Increase. If the site is permitted one additional monument freestanding sign, the site is 
granted 60 additional square feet of signage above the base or multiple tenant maximum to be applied towards a 
monument freestanding sign or wall sign. Site signage shall not exceed 310 square feet for single occupancy buildings or 
438 square feet for multiple occupancy buildings. 

(G) Central Business District (CBD). This subsection shall govern signage in the CBD zoning district. 

(1) All residential sign users in this zoning district shall follow the residential criteria of subsection (D) of this section. 

(2) A single occupancy building within this zone, regardless of size, has the right to a minimum sign area of 32 square 
feet. 

(3) Signage Calculation. Two square feet of signage per lineal foot of building frontage. 

(4) Site Signage Base Maximum (Single Occupancy Building). Shall not exceed 150 square feet of signage per site. 

(5) Site Signage Base Maximum (Multiple Occupancy Building). Shall not exceed 150 square feet of signage per site with 
the following exceptions: 

(a) Signage Increase Above Base Maximum. For each additional tenant after the first tenant, the maximum allowable 
signage increases an additional 20 square feet per tenant; shall not exceed 230 square feet for the entire site 
(multiple tenant maximum). 

(b) If the site has reached the base or multiple tenant maximum and if new tenant spaces are created then the 
building is allowed directory signs in accordance with subsections (G)(7) and (F)(4)(c)(i) of this section. 

(6) Corner Lot. Parcels with frontage on two or more public rights-of-way shall be granted an additional 40 square feet of 
signage above the base or multiple tenant maximum. 

(7) Multiple Occupancy Buildings. Multiple occupancy buildings with shared public entrances are allowed one directory 
sign per street frontage with a public entrance, located on the wall of the building next to the entrance. Shall not exceed 
six square feet in surface area. Shall not count against base or multiple tenant maximum if adhering to this provision. 

(8) Monument Freestanding Signs. 

(a) Surface Maximum (Single Occupancy Building). Shall not exceed 50 square feet per sign face. 

(b) Surface Maximum (Multiple Occupancy Building). Shall not exceed 80 square feet per sign face. 

(c) Setback. No minimum setback from property lines is required; provided, that the designated official approves 
visibility. 

(d) Height (Maximum). Shall not exceed 25 12 feet in height. 

(e) Number Permitted. One per site, with the following exception: 

(i) Parcels with more than one street frontage shall be granted one additional monument freestanding sign; 
provided, that they are not located on the same frontage. 

(9) If a parcel of land in the CBD is 15,000 square feet or larger and has a street frontage of 135 lineal feet or greater, 
then the GC signage allotment (subsection (F) of this section) applies, with the exception that monument freestanding 
signs shall conform to the height limit in the CBD. 

(10) Location. 
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(a) Sidewalks and corners at the intersection of Stanley Street and Granite Avenue shall remain clear of all signs with 
the exception of directional signs, maximum three and one-half square feet, displayed for same day event signs as 
approved by the city’s designated official – see subsection (I)(4) of this section. 

(b) Signs shall not be located on, or at an elevation above, the ridge of the roof or the top of the roof deck. 

(c) Signs shall be positioned to complement the architecture of the building on which they are located. Signs shall 
not interrupt or overlap architectural features such as cornices, columns, trim and windows, excluding interior 
applied window signs. 

(d) Signs shall not extend beyond the wall on which they are located, excluding approved projecting signs as 
referenced in subsection (H)(2) of this section. 

(H) Sign Variations in the CBD, GC, IR, LI and HI Zones. 

(1) Portable Signs. This subsection shall govern portable signage as described in the CBD, GC, IR, LI and HI zoning 
districts. 

(a) Residential users are not allowed portable signs, including those operating with a home occupation business 
license. 

(b) Not Permitted. Portable signs are not permitted in any zoning districts other than those listed under this 
subsection (H), excluding off-premises directional signs. 

(c) Size. Shall not exceed two feet in width and three feet in height. 

(d) Attachment. Not to be permanently affixed to the ground. 

(e) Location. Shall meet the following requirements: 

(i) Shall be located on the premises for which it is advertising, in the location specified under the approved 
permit. Not to be located in the public right-of-way. Not to be located in required parking areas, affixed to or 
covering required landscaping such as bushes or shrubs. 

(ii) Shall not interfere with pedestrian movement, nor impede the vision or block the movement of motorists on 
private or public rights-of-way. 

(iii) Portable signs in the central business district may be located on the public sidewalk directly in front of the 
sponsoring business; provided in a manner they not impede pedestrian movement. Additionally, the location 
requirements codified at subsection (H)(1)(e) of this section and the permit requirements found in subsection 
(H)(1)(e)(viii) of this section must be satisfied. 

(iv) Duration. To be displayed during business hours only. 

(v) Number. One per business and a maximum three per building. 

(vi) Illumination. Not permitted. 

(vii) Construction. Portable signs shall be constructed of durable, rigid, all-weather materials (i.e., plywood, 
plastic, etc.) so as not to lose their structural integrity in inclement weather. Sign must be of a sufficient weight 
and stature to ensure that it will remain in place during high winds. 

(viii) Owners of portable signs shall be required to keep their signs legible and well maintained. 

(2) Projecting Signs. This subsection shall govern projecting signage in the CBD, GC, IR, LI, and HI zoning districts. 

(a) Residential users are not allowed projecting signs, including those operating with a home occupation business 
license. 

(b) Size. Shall not exceed five feet in horizontal projection and 20 square feet total. 

(c) Clearance. Minimum nine feet of vertical clearance from grade or sidewalk. 

(d) Projection from Building Wall. Shall not project more than five feet from building wall with the leading edge. 
Interior edge not to project more than six inches from the building wall. 

(e) Projection over Right-of-Way. Only those projecting signs located in the central business district may be 
permitted to project into the public right-of-way, provided they meet all requirements relating to traffic, 
construction, safety and size. 
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(f) Additional Permit Requirements. When deemed necessary due to safety concerns, those projecting signs located 
in the central business zoning district, over the public right-of-way, shall require the applicant to provide the city with 
a letter of indemnification appropriate to the city attorney, holding the city harmless for loss or injury resulting from 
the sign. 

(3) Window Signs. This subsection shall govern window signage as described in CBD, GC, IR, LI, and HI zoning districts. 

(a) Residential users are not allowed window signs for commercial purposes, including those operating with a home 
occupation business license. 

(b) Window signs shall follow the requirements listed below and shall be considered exempt from being calculated 
as part of the total allotted sign area: 

(i) Total area of window signage shall not exceed one-third (33 percent) of the window, as measured as the 
length times the width of the windowpane. 

(ii) Window signage area may not be transferred from one window to another. 

(iii) Glass doors should not exceed 20 percent coverage. 

(c) Lighted window signs are allowed in all zones, except any residential zone, including those operating with a home 
occupation business license. 

(d) Electronic window signs, open/closed signs, and business identification and product services signs are allowed to 
be on 24 hours a day. 

(e) Number Permitted. A total of three lighted signs, one open/closed/hours plus two lighted signs identifying the 
business, service or products, shall be the maximum allowed, per tenant space, otherwise as may be permitted by 
this code. 

(f) Size Allowed. Any lighted window signs including electronic signs are allowed three square feet each and are not 
counted toward total signage allowed. 

(4) Roof Signs. This subsection shall govern roof signage as described in CBD, GC, IR, LI, and HI zoning districts. 

(a) Residential users are not allowed roof signs, including those operating with a home occupation business license. 

(b) Size. Roof signs shall not exceed 20 square feet in surface area or four feet in height per tenant. 

(c) Location. Roof signs shall be located on or above the eave or deck of the roof. 

(d) Attachment. Signs shall be installed in such a manner that there are no visible angle iron supports, guy wires, 
braces, or secondary supports. Signs shall appear to be an architectural or integral part of the roof. 

(e) The total, cumulative area of roof signs shall be counted as part of the base or multiple tenant maximum. 

(5) Suspended Signs. This subsection shall govern suspended signage as described in CBD, GC, IR, LI, and HI zoning 
districts. 

(a) Residential users for suspended signs, refer to residential signage in subsection (D) of this section. 

(b) Size. Shall not exceed 10 square feet in surface area. 

(c) Clearance. Minimum nine feet of vertical clearance from grade or sidewalk. Sign shall not be suspended more 
than one foot below the attachment point. 

(d) Location over Public Sidewalk. Only those suspended signs located in the central business district may be 
permitted to suspend over the public sidewalk, provided they meet all requirements relating to traffic, construction, 
safety and size and are attached to an approved awning, canopy, marquee or porte cochere. 

(e) Additional Permit Requirements. When deemed necessary due to safety concerns, those suspended signs located 
in the central business district, over the public right-of-way, shall require the applicant to provide the city with a 
letter of indemnification appropriate to the city attorney, holding the city harmless for loss or injury resulting from 
the sign. 

(6) Banner Signs. 

(a) Size. Shall not exceed the lesser of 20 percent of the area of the wall face to which it is attached, or 75 square feet 
in area, as measuring the extreme edges of the banner. 
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(b) Location. Shall be located completely on the wall of the building or leased space of the sponsoring business. Not 
to be located in required parking areas, upon poles, other constructed frame, affixed to or covering required 
landscaping, utility poles or vehicles. 

(c) Attachment. Shall be affixed so as not to fall in high winds or storm events. 

(d) Maintenance. Shall remain legible, and be well maintained. 

(e) Duration. Shall be limited to 90 days total per calendar year per site, regardless of alternating banners. To be 
used in increments up to 15 days. Signs announcing the opening or closing or relocation of a business shall be 
permitted for 60 days from issuance of a business license, without being counted against the standard annual 
duration permitted. Upon removal, a banner may not be re-erected for duration equal to the time it was displayed. 

(f) Number Permitted. One banner per wall or frontage, not to exceed two per building. 

(g) Permit Requirements. A permit shall be issued with the applicant notifying the city of the proposed date(s) and 
location for the display of the banner(s). 

(h) Not Permitted. Residential users are not allowed banner signs, including those operating with a home occupation 
business license. 

(i) The use of banners as a primary business sign is prohibited. 

(7) Air-Supported Structures, Inflatable Objects, Kites and Searchlights. 

(a) Size, Height, and Illumination. Shall adhere to all applicable city, state and federal requirements relating to public 
safety, air and vehicular traffic control and the like. Kites and inflatable objects such as balloons shall not be 
operated more than 150 feet from the grade of the earth beneath the point of attachment, without written waivers 
from the Federal Aviation Administration. 

(b) Location. Shall be located on the premises for which it is advertising, in the location specified under the approved 
permit. Not to be located in the public right-of-way. Shall not be located in required landscaping or parking areas. 
Shall not interfere with pedestrian movement, nor impede the vision or block the movement of motorists on private 
or public rights-of-way. 

(c) Maintenance. Must be well maintained. 

(d) Duration. Shall be limited to 30 days total per calendar year per type of use, i.e., air-supported structure, 
inflatable object or searchlight per site, regardless of alternating banners. To be used in increments of up to 15 days. 
Upon removal, the structure may not be re-erected for a duration equal to the time it was displayed. 

(e) Number Permitted. Only one air-supported structure, inflatable object or searchlight shall be permitted 
individually at one time per site. Upon removal, the structure may not be re-erected for a duration equal to the time 
it was displayed. 

(f) The beam of the searchlight shall not flash against any building or sweep an arc greater than 45 degrees from 
vertical. 

(g) Permit Requirements. A permit shall be issued with the applicant notifying the city of the proposed date(s) and 
location for the display of the temporary sign(s). 

(8) Changeable Message and Electronic Signs. This subsection shall govern signs on which the message can be changed, 
such as reader boards and electronic signs. 

(a) Electronic signs located indoors and within three feet of a window are permitted in all zones except all residential 
zones, including those operating with a home occupation business license. 

(b) Changeable message and electronic signs are allowed on all properties that do not have a principal use of single-
family residential. 

(c) Changeable copy areas of a sign shall be included as part of the permitted sign area. 

(d)  Freestanding/Monument Changeable Message and Electronic Sign Size. 

(i) The surface area of the changeable message or electronic signs shall be no more than 50 percent of the 
maximum sign surface area allowed for nonchangeable signs, specific to the zoning district in which it is 
proposed. 

(ii) Motor vehicle service stations and convenience stores with gas pumps may utilize up to 20 square feet of the 
permitted surface area of a freestanding monument sign for changeable prices of motor fuel only. The price 

Page 131 of 284



 

 
DRAFT Granite Falls Title 19 Code Amendments  
October 31, 2025      62 

display may be electronic as long as it meets the requirements of this section and does not create a traffic 
safety issue by glare or include blinking lights. 

(iii) Movie theaters and other performance/entertainment facilities may utilize up to 80 percent of the permitted 
surface area of a freestanding or monument sign for display of names of films, plays or other performances 
currently showing on the site. 

(e) Location. 

(i) Shall be located according to the requirements for signs in the applicable zoning district in which it is 
proposed. 

(ii) Shall be an on-premises sign, except for changeable message and electronic signs owned and operated by 
the fire district, school district, city or a single nonprofit organization approved by city council providing 
noncommercial, public service information may be off-premises signs. 

(f) Wall/Building Mounted Changeable Message and Electronic Signs Size Allowed. The surface area of wall or 
building mounted changeable message and electronic signs shall be no larger than 33 square feet. 

(g) Electronic Sign Display. 

(i) Shall not change more rapidly than once every five seconds except for electronic signs which provide 
alternate message only as to time and temperature which may change at a rate no greater than one message 
every two seconds. 

(ii) The display shall not appear to flash, undulate, pulse or portray explosions, fireworks, flashers or bursts of 
light and/or graphics and blinking or chasing lights. 

(iii) The display shall not appear to move toward or away from the viewer, expand or contract, bounce, rotate, 
spin, twist or otherwise portray movement or animation as it comes onto, is displayed on, or leaves the sign. 

(iv) All electronic signs shall be equipped with a device that automatically dims the intensity of the lights during 
hours of darkness. 

(h) Number Permitted. 

(i) Not to exceed one changeable message or electronic sign per parcel or commercial, industrial or business 
complex, not in addition to the number of freestanding monument signs permitted for the site. 

(ii) Not to exceed one changeable message or electronic sign per business. 

(i) Permit Requirements. Permit applications must include a copy of the manufacturer’s operating manual, which 
includes the manufacturer’s recommended standards for light levels, scrolling or traveling speed and other display 
operations. 

(9) Given the ongoing changes in technology and materials, any sign type not included above will be addressed and 
reviewed by the city’s designated official. 

(I) Temporary Signs. 

(1) Sale/Rental/Lease Signs. 

(a) Residential Zones. Signs announcing the sale, rental, or lease of property located in the riverfront residential (R-
2.3), residential 9,600 (R-9,600), residential 7,200 (R-7,200), downtown residential (DT-2,500) and multi-residential 
(MR) zoning districts shall adhere to the following requirements: 

(i) Size, Height. Sign face shall not exceed three feet in width by five feet in height. Not to exceed six feet in 
overall height. 

(ii) Location. Shall be located within the confines of the subject property. 

(iii) Illumination. Not permitted. 

(iv) Duration. Shall be removed no later than 10 days following the sale, rental or lease of the property or unit 
listed. 

(v) Number Permitted. Shall not exceed one per parcel/unit. 

(b) CBD, GC, IR, LI, HI Zones. Signs announcing the sale, rental, or lease of property located in the CBD, GC, IR, LI, and 
HI zoning districts shall adhere to the following requirements: 
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(i) Size, Height. Sign face shall not exceed four by eight feet. Not to exceed six feet in overall height. 

(ii) Location. Shall be located within the confines of the subject property. 

(iii) Illumination. Not permitted. 

(iv) Duration. Shall be removed no later than 10 days following the sale, rental or lease of the property or unit 
listed. 

(v) Number Permitted. Shall not exceed one per parcel/unit. A second real estate sign may be permitted for 
parcels fronting on two public streets. 

(c) Off-Premises Directional. Off-premises directional signs for the announcement and direction to residential real 
estate open houses and garage/yard sales in the residential zoning districts and residential uses in the public open 
space and limited open space zoning districts shall be permitted according to the following requirements: 

(i) Size, Height. Shall not exceed six square feet in surface area. Not to exceed three feet in overall height. 

(ii) Location. Shall be located no more than 25 feet in any direction from a street intersection at the curb line. 
Shall be located a minimum of five feet from the edge of a street intersection without a curb line. On streets 
containing curb, gutter and sidewalk, signs shall be located in a manner not to impede pedestrian movement. 

(iii) Attachment. Not to be permanently affixed (including staking) to the ground. Not to be located on utility 
poles. 

(iv) Illumination. Not permitted. 

(v) Duration. Signs shall be erected only during daylight hours when a salesperson or duly appointed 
representative is on site. 

(vi) Number Permitted. No more than one on-premises and five off-premises signs per open house or sale. 

(vii) Construction. Signs shall be constructed of a durable, rigid, all-weather material (i.e., plywood, plastic, etc.) 
so as not to lose their structural integrity in inclement weather. Sign must be of a sufficient weight and stature 
to ensure that it will remain in place during high winds. Owners of signs shall be required to keep their signs 
legible and well maintained. 

(2) Construction Signs. Signs identifying the architects, engineers, contractors, developers, financing institutions and 
other individuals or firms associated with the project are permitted according to the following requirements: 

(a) Size, Location. Shall conform to the size and location regulations as set forth by zoning districts in subsection (I)(1) 
of this section. 

(b) Illumination. Not permitted. 

(c) Duration. Signs shall be permitted after the issuance of a building permit, and removed upon issuance of a 
certificate of occupancy from the city of Granite Falls building department. 

(d) Number Permitted. No more than four per parcel in residential zoning districts, and six per parcel for all other 
zoning districts. Residential construction in the public ownership zoning district shall only be permitted four per 
parcel. 

(3) Future Home or Future Use Signs. Signs identifying the proposed use on a vacant or developed parcel are permitted 
according to the following requirements: 

(a) Size, Location. Shall conform to the size and location regulations as set forth by zoning district in subsection (I)(1) 
of this section. However, formal subdivisions which have preliminary plat approval may have one sign announcing 
the plat per public entrance, not to exceed four feet in width by eight feet in height. 

(b) Illumination. Not permitted. 

(c) Number Permitted. No more than one per parcel or proposed development. 

(d) Duration. Shall be erected no more than 12 months before construction or intended use the announcement is 
describing. Shall be removed upon either of the following: the issuance of a certificate of occupancy or the 
completion of a permanent sign, or for residential uses, when 75 percent of the units or homes have been sold, 
leased or rented. 

(4) Sidewalks and corners of Stanley Street and Granite Avenue shall remain clear of all signs with the exception of 
directional signs, maximum of three and one-half square feet, displayed for same day event signs as approved by the 
city’s designated official. 
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(5) Signs Over Right-of-Way (Permit Required). Signs including banners and signs erected upon city-approved sign 
structures may be permitted in and/or over public right-of-way in locations approved by the city in accordance with the 
following requirements: 

(a) Application. A city-approved application shall be submitted with the required fee as outlined in the city of Granite 
Falls fees resolution, no more than 90 days prior to the event date. 

(b) Size. Banner signs shall be no more than 100 square feet in area. Freestanding Monument signs shall be no 
larger than eight feet by four feet. The name of the local event sponsor(s) is not to exceed 25 percent of the total 
sign surface. 

(c) Duration. An approved sign may be erected no more than 14 days prior to the event date and remain no longer 
than seven days after the event. 

(J) Murals. This subsection shall govern murals in all zoning districts. 

(1) Permit Exemption. Murals may be painted or otherwise placed on any building or structure where permitted. 
However, a rendition of the mural shall be reviewed and approved by the city’s designated official prior to placement, to 
ensure that it is not a commercial sign nor contains a commercial message. 

(2) Permit Required. Murals containing a commercial sign message shall require a sign permit and shall only be allowed 
on premises in the CBD, GC, IR, LI, and HI zoning districts. The commercial “display area” of the mural shall be calculated 
against the allowed signage for the site and/or tenant. 

(K) Illumination. This subsection shall govern illumination of signs where permitted in the city. 

(1) The light directed upon, or internal to, any sign shall be shaded, shielded or directed so that the light intensity or glare 
shall not adversely affect the surrounding or facing premises, or adversely affect safe vision of operators of vehicles 
moving on public or private roads, highways or parking areas, or adversely affect safe vision of pedestrians on a public 
right-of-way. Glare and intense lighting of signs shall not shine on or directly reflect into residential structures. 

(L) Exemptions. Subject to the requirements of this section, the following signs shall be exempt from all provisions of this 
section, except for construction, safety regulations and permitting requirements for permanent signs or where otherwise 
referenced in this section. 

(1) Political Signs. 

(a) Private Property. Not to exceed 32 square feet in area per sign. To be removed 10 days following the date of the 
election or item of public vote. 

(b) Private Property (Campaign Headquarters). Political signs may be larger than 32 square feet; provided, that they 
adhere to the size requirements of the underlying zoning district in which they are located. 

(c) Public Right-of-Way (Off-Premises). 

(i) Size and Height. Political signs shall not exceed 32 square feet in area. No political sign may exceed six feet in 
height. 

(ii) Location. Permits for political signs are not required. Political signs may not be placed on private property 
without the permission of the property owner. In parking strips and public rights-of-way where the placement 
of a political sign may be fairly attributed to a neighboring property owner, permission of that owner must first 
be obtained prior to placement. Political signs may not be located so as to impede driver vision or represent an 
obstruction or hazard to vehicular or pedestrian traffic. On public property, not part of the public right-of-way, 
relevant city departments may designate an area or areas for the placement of political signs in order to ensure 
that placement will not interfere with the intended use of that land. 

(iii) Removal of Election Signs. Off-premises political signs shall be removed within 10 days of the date of the 
election to which the sign pertains. Failure to remove political signs within the time limit provided shall 
constitute a violation of this code and be punishable as such. In the event that city personnel are required to 
remove signs from public rights-of-way after expiration of the time limit for removal, all costs associated with 
such removal shall be the responsibility of the candidate or campaign organization for whom the sign was 
posted and shall be collected in addition to any other penalty applicable to failure to remove the sign. 

(iv) Public Works Projects. The public works department may remove signs from public rights-of-way in order to 
conduct periodic maintenance activities or public works projects. Signs removed for this purpose may be picked 
up at City Hall. Signs not picked up after 30 days will be discarded. 

(v) Removal of Signs in Disrepair. The city may remove any sign which is in a state of disrepair from the public 
right-of-way or public property at any time. For purposes of this subsection, a sign is in a state of disrepair if it is 
ripped, torn, broken, faded, obliterated, obscured, dilapidated, blown down, knocked over or in any other state 
in which its message has ceased to be readable or legible. 
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(2) Public Informational Signs. Signs of a noncommercial nature and erected in the public interest, by or on the order of a 
city employee, such as traffic and safety advisory signs. 

(3) Directional Signs for City Facilities or City-Sponsored Functions. City entrance/exit signs, memorial and historical 
markers. 

(4) Way-Finding Sign Program Signs. Way-finding signs owned and maintained by the city may be located within and 
adjacent to public right-of-way within the city of Granite Falls. The signs may include gateway signs at key city entrances, 
directional signs for en-route guidance, and destination signs at or near a specific use. Way-finding signs are subject to a 
way-finding sign program and specifications approved by the Granite Falls city council. 

(5) Integral Signs. Names of buildings, dates of erection, monumental citations, commemorative tablets and the like, 
when carved into stone, concrete or similar material made of bronze, aluminum, steel or other permanent type of 
construction and made an integral part of the structure, not exceeding 10 square feet in area and not projecting more 
than six inches from the face of the structure. 

(6) Address signs meeting the requirements of applicable emergency services departments and the city engineer for 
adequate visibility from the right-of-way. 

(7) Signs required by law. 

(8) Warning signs and other on-site informational signs not to exceed four square feet in surface area. 

(9) Seasonal decorations appropriate with the applicable holiday. Said decorations are to be removed 10 days following 
the holiday or season. 

(10) The flag of governmental and public institutions. 

(11) The flag of a commercial institution not advertising a product to be left loose to fly in the breeze. Not to exceed one 
per business and 20 square feet in surface area. 

(12) Legal notices and official instruments. 

(13) Decorative flags and bunting for a celebration, convention or commemoration of significance to the community 
located on public right-of-way, when authorized by the city council for a prescribed period of time. 

(14) Signs incorporated into machinery or equipment by a manufacturer or distributor which identify or advertise only 
the product or service dispensed by the machine or equipment, such as signs customarily affixed to vending machines, 
newspaper racks, telephone booths or gasoline pumps. 

(15) Advertising signs located on licensed taxicabs and buses or commercial vehicles operating during the normal course 
of business. 

(16) Credit card or membership signs not to exceed two square feet in area, or more than two per business. 

(17) A maximum of two menu boards or price lists for drive-through facilities not to exceed 24 square feet in surface area 
located adjacent to and oriented toward the drive-through aisle. A permit shall be required for construction purposes. 

(18) Menus, not to exceed four square feet in area, mounted on the wall or window adjacent to entrances to restaurants. 

(M) Prohibited Signs. The following signs are prohibited in the city of Granite Falls: 

(1) Signs that contain statements, words or pictures of an obscene, indecent or immoral character such as will offend 
public morals or decency under the prevailing statutes or U.S. Supreme Court rulings. 

(2) Signs that resemble any official sign or marker erected by any governmental agency, or that by reason of position, 
shape or color would conflict with the proper functioning of any traffic sign or signal, or be of a size, location, movement, 
color, or illumination that may be reasonably confused with or construed as or conceal a traffic control device. 

(3) Signs that are of such an intensity or brilliance as to cause glare or impair the vision of any motorist, cyclist or 
pedestrian using or entering the public right-of-way, or that are a nuisance or hazard to occupants of any property 
because of glare or other characteristics. 

(4) Signs attached to public vegetation, utility poles, traffic control devices, lampposts, or city-owned structures and 
properties unless otherwise allowed pursuant to state or federal laws. 

(5) Signs that are in violation of the building, electrical or fire codes adopted by the city. 

(6) Signs on, attached to or a part of advertising vehicles. 

(7) Portable reader board signs including trailer signs. 
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(8) Signs with visible moving, revolving or rotating parts or visible mechanical movement of any description or other 
apparent visible movement achieved by optical illusion, motion, electrical, electronic or mechanical means, except for 
traditional barber poles. 

(9) Signs which are animated, or have the appearance of movement of a sign display through the use of patterns of 
lights, changes in color or light intensity, computerized special effects or through any other method except as permitted. 

(10) Video signs visible from public right-of-way and/or adjacent properties. 

(11) Signs that contain bare bulbs in excess of 165 lumens. 

(12) Holographic display signs. 

(13) Signs that incorporate projected images such as holographic display signs, emit any sound that is intended to attract 
the attention, or involve the use of live animals. 

(14) Signs that emit audible sound, odor or visible matter such as smoke or steam. 

(15) Off-premises signs including, but not limited to, billboards, snipe signs and those signs upon vehicles and trailers, 
except for those otherwise authorized by this section. This prohibition shall not apply to noncommercial signs, including 
but not limited to political signs or other categories of signage specifically exempted under this section. 

(16) Signs that are painted, pasted, or printed on any curb, pavement or any portion of any public sidewalk or street, 
except house numbers and traffic control signs. 

(17) Signs for which a permit has been granted under conditions with which the permitted sign does not comply. 

(18) The use of banners as a primary business sign. 

(19) Any other signs that are not specifically permitted or exempted by this section. 

(N) Nonconforming Signs. Where a legal sign exists at the effective date of adoption of the ordinance codified in this section, 
that could not be constructed under the terms of this section, such sign may remain so long as the structure remains lawful 
and is not hazardous to public safety. Legal nonconforming signs may be repaired, so long as the repair does not result in a 
larger size or height, or with an increase in illumination. Repairs are limited to 50 percent of the replacement costs of the sign 
and shall not result in a change of material or message. Improvements beyond these thresholds or replacement of the sign 
requires compliance with this code. 

(O) Illegal Signs. All existing illegal signs will need to be brought into conformance or removed within six months of the 
adoption of this section. 

(P) Permits and Fees. 

(1) Permits Required. It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, re-erect, construct, enlarge, display, alter or move a 
sign, or cause the same to be done, without first obtaining a permit for each sign from the city’s designated official as 
required by this chapter. This section shall not be construed to require an additional permit to clean, repaint, or 
otherwise perform normal maintenance or repair of a permitted sign or sign structure. If, however, a sign is modified in 
any way, a permit is required. No permit shall be required to change the message on a changeable message and 
electronic sign. 

(2) Permit Application Procedure. To obtain a sign permit the applicant shall file a complete application on a form 
provided by City Hall. Each applicant shall provide the following information: 

(a) Identify and describe the sign being permitted. 

(b) Describe the land where the proposed sign is to be located by legal description, street address or parcel number. 

(c) Provide a site plan drawn to scale containing a north arrow, location of property line, lot dimensions, adjacent 
rights-of-way or access easements, location and size of existing signs, and the location of the proposed sign. 

(d) Provide plans, elevations, diagrams, light intensities, structural calculations and other materials to aid in the 
review as required by the city’s designated official. 

(e) Provide a copy of an approved electrical permit when required. 

(3) Fees. When a permit is required, fees shall be paid in accordance with the adopted city of Granite Falls fees resolution 
in effect at the time of permit submittal. 

(Q) Construction, Inspection, Maintenance and Safety. 
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(1) Construction. All permanent signs and sign structures shall be designed and constructed in accordance with the 
requirements of applicable city of Granite Falls adopted codes. All signs with electric illumination shall receive a permit 
from the Washington State Department of Labor and Industries prior to issuance of the sign permit. All utilities, including 
electrical service, shall be located underground where applicable. 

(2) Inspection. When a permit has been issued for a sign, the city’s designated official or designee shall have right of entry 
to the property to inspect the sign to ensure compliance to the permit issued. It is the responsibility of the applicant or 
sign owner to call for all required sign inspections. 

(3) Maintenance. All signs, together with their supports, braces, guys and anchors, shall be kept in good repair. The 
surfaces of all signs shall be kept neatly painted at all times. The ground area shall be maintained in a neat and orderly 
manner. 

(4) Maintenance/Safety. The city’s designated official or designee may order the removal of any sign on private property 
that is not maintained in a safe and orderly condition. The order for removal or maintenance of any sign shall be sent by 
the designated official or designee to the owner of the sign or property owner. The notice shall be sent by certified mail, 
return receipt requested. If the action requested in the order is not taken within the specified time period, the 
designated official or designee may direct the sign to be removed from the premises. The owner of the sign or the 
property shall be charged an amount equal to the city’s cost for removal of the sign, but in no event shall the fee be less 
than $100.00. 

(R) Administration and Enforcement. 

(1) Authority. The process and requirements for administration and enforcement are defined in Chapter 19.11 GFMC, 
Enforcement. If the enforcement process in Chapter 19.11 GFMC, Enforcement, has been pursued to the point of fines, 
then the city of Granite Falls may also file criminal charges against the violator. 

(2) Responsibility. The ultimate responsibility for any sign shall be borne by the legal owner of the property or business 
where the sign is located. The city’s designated official may require, when necessary, that the property owner or agent be 
party to, or applicant for, a sign permit. [Ord. 1030 § 4, 2022; Ord. 915 § 4 (Att. C), 2016; Ord. 905 § 1 (Att. A), 2016; Ord. 
862 §§ 38 – 47, 2013; Ord. 829 § 2, 2012; Ord. 827 §§ 12 – 16, 2012; Ord. 790 § 1, 2009; Ord. 779 § 1, 2009; Ord. 740 § 1 
(Exh. A), 2007.] 
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19.06.050 Loading area and off-street parking requirements. 

 
(A) Purpose. The purpose of this section is to regulate parking and loading in order to lessen traffic congestion and contribute 
to public safety by providing sufficient on-site areas for the maneuvering and parking of motor vehicles. 

(1) Required Automobile Parking Spaces. Off-street parking spaces shall be provided as an accessory use in accordance 
with the requirements of this section at the time any building or structure is erected, enlarged, or expanded. 

(2) Size and Access. Each off-street parking space shall have an area of not less than 162 160 square feet exclusive of 
access drives or aisles and a width of not less than nine eight feet. There shall be adequate provision for ingress and 
egress from each parking space at all times. 

(3) Location. Off-street parking facilities shall be located as hereinafter specified; where a distance is specified, such 
distance shall be the walking distance measured from the nearest point of the parking facilities to the nearest point of 
the building that such facility is required to serve. 

(a) For a single-family dwelling or multifamily dwelling, the parking facilities shall be located on the same lot or 
building site as the building they are required to serve. 

(b) For churches, hospitals, large group homes, institutions, rooming and lodging houses, nursing and convalescent 
homes, community clubs, and clubrooms, parking facilities shall be located not farther than 150 feet from the 
facility. 

(c) For uses other than those specified, parking facilities shall be located not farther than 300 feet from the facility. 

(4) Unit of Measurement. In stadiums, sports arenas, churches, and other places of assembly in which patrons or 
spectators occupy benches, pews, or other similar seating facilities, each 18 inches of width or 80 square feet of open 
area of such seating facilities should be counted as one seat for the purpose of determining requirements of off-street 
parking facilities under this title. 

(5) Expansions or Enlargements. Where any structure is enlarged or expanded, off-street parking spaces shall be 
provided for said expansion or enlargement in accordance with the requirements of subsection (A)(8) of this section. 
Nothing in this title shall be construed to require off-street parking spaces for the portion of said building or structure 
existing at the effective date of the ordinance codified in this title. A change in use in an existing structure shall require 
additional off-street parking spaces as set forth in subsection (A)(8) of this section. 

(6) Exemptions. The expansion or enlargement of an existing building (a building that received a certificate of occupancy 
at least three years prior to the permit application for expansion) for the addition of residential units, shall not require 
additional parking stalls. 

(7) Mixed Occupancies. In the case of two or more uses in the same building, the total requirements for off-street parking 
facilities shall be the sum of the requirements for the several uses computed separately. Off-street parking facilities for 
one use shall not be considered as providing required parking facilities for any other use, except as hereafter specified in 
subsection (A)(8) of this section for joint use. 

(8) Uses Not Specified. In the case of a use not specifically mentioned in subsection (A)(8) of this section, the 
requirements for off-street parking facilities shall be determined by the designated official. Such determination shall be 
based upon the requirements for the most comparable use specified in subsection (A)(8) of this section or on a parking 
study of three or more of the same use located in communities within the Puget Sound region. 

(9) Parking Spaces Required for Particular Uses. The minimum number of off-street parking spaces required for 
residential and nonresidential uses shall be as set forth in the following table: 

Table 1 – Parking Spaces Required  

Use Parking Spaces Required 

1. All dwellings (R-2.3, R-9,600, R-7,200, 
DT-2,500, MR) 

2 off-street spaces per unit. 

2. Accessory Dwelling Units 1 off-street space per ADU on lots up to 6,000 
square feet in size.  
2 off-street spaces per ADU on lots 6,000 square 
feet or greater in size. 

2. All multifamily uses in the central 
business district (CBD) 

1 off-street space per unit. 

33. Family Day day care center, home-
based 

1 for each employee, plus 1 additional, not 
including required residential spaces. 
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Table 1 – Parking Spaces Required  

Use Parking Spaces Required 

45. Day care center, commercial 1 for each employee, plus 1 for every 10 children 
or adults. 

56. Banks and financial services, savings 
and loan associations, business or 
professional offices 

1 for each 400 square feet of gross floor area. 

67. Bowling alleysBed and breakfast 4 for each alley.1 for each bedroom and 2 per 
facility 

78. Churches 1 for each 5 seats in the principal place of 
assembly for worship, including balconies and 
choir lofts. 

89. Dance halls, skating rinks, youth 
cabaretsCongregate care 
facility/retirement center 

1 for each 25 square feet of skating or dancing 
area, plus 1 per 40 square feet of all other building 
area.One-half space per dwelling unit and one 
space per employee based on the maximum 
potential number of employees during a single 
shift. 

910. Establishments for the sale and 
consumption on the premises of food 
and beverages, including fraternal and 
social clubs 

1 for each 200 square feet of gross floor area. 

1011. Fraternity, sorority or group 
student houseSocial or civic organization 
facility 

1 for each 3 sleeping rooms or 1 for each 6 beds, 
whichever is greater.250 square feet. 

1112. Hospitals 1 for each 2 beds. 

1213. Large group home, institutionAdult 
family home 

1 for each 2 beds. 

1314. Libraries and museums 1 for each 250 square feet of floor area open to 
the public. 

1415. Lodging and rooming 
houseBoarding house 

1 0.25 for each sleeping room. 

1516. Light Manufacturing uses, research 
and testing laboratories, creameries, 
bottling establishments, bakeries, 
canneries, printing and engraving shops 

1 for each employee on a maximum shift, or 1 for 
each 1,000 square feet of floor area, whichever is 
greater. 

1617. Medical or dental clinics 5 for each physician or dentist or 1 per 200 square 
feet of floor area, whichever is greater. 

1718. Motels, hotels 1 for each unit. 

1819. Motor vehicle or machinery sales, 
wholesale stores, furniture stores 

1 for each 400 square feet of gross floor area. 

2019. Offices providing on-site customer 
service 

1 for each 200 square feet. 

2021. Offices not providing on-site 
customer service 

1 for each 500 square feet. 

2122. Offices, taverns, cocktail lounges (if 
less than 4,000 square feet)Taverns and 
bars 

1 for each 150 square feet of floor area. 

2223. Offices, taverns, cocktail lounges (if 
more than 4,000 square feet)Vehicle 
services, minor 

20 spaces plus 1 space per 100 square feet.2.5 for 
retail or office space plus 3 per service bay. 

24. Vehicle services, major 2.5 for retail or office space plus 2 per service bay 

2325. Indoor recreational facilities 1 for every 3 people that the facility is designed to 
accommodate when fully utilized. 

2426. Mini-storageVehicle storage, small 
or large 

3 spaces plus 1 for each 10 storage units.2 for 
office space plus 3 for storage yard. 

2527. Commercial retail 1 for each 300 square feet. 
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(9) Required Loading Areas. 

(a) In any commercial and manufacturing zones, and for any institutional use in whatever zone it may be located, 
every building or portion of building hereafter erected or structurally altered to provide additional floor space shall 
be provided with a minimum of one off-street or off-alley loading space for each 10,000 square feet of usable floor 
space within the building, which usable floor space is intended to be used for or is used for merchandising, 
manufacturing, warehousing, or processing purposes. If the building contains less than 10,000 square feet of usable 
floor space, the requirement for an off-street or off-alley loading space may be waived by the building inspector. 

(b) If the building contains more than 24,000 square feet of floor space so used, then there shall be one additional 
loading space provided for each additional 24,000 square feet of floor space. 

(c) Each loading space shall measure not less than 30 feet by 12 feet, shall have an unobstructed height of 14 feet, 
shall be made permanently available for such purpose, and shall be surfaced, improved, and maintained. Such 
facilities shall be so located that trucks using the same shall not encroach upon or interfere with areas reserved for 
off-street parking nor project into any public right-of-way and shall be adjacent to the building to be served thereby. 
If the site upon which such loading space or spaces are to be located abuts upon an alley, such loading space or 
spaces shall be off-alley. If the loading space is incorporated within a building, then, as to location, the requirements 
of this section shall not apply. 

(d) Any floor area provided by additions to or structural alterations to a building shall be provided with loading space 
or spaces as set forth herein whether or not loading spaces have been provided for the original floor space. 

(10) Alley Access to Parking. The alleys located in the four-block area bordered by Stanley Street, Wabash Avenue, Union 
Street, and Cascade Avenue may be used to access off-street parking for customers. All other alleys in the city may be 
used to access off-street parking for employees and residents only. Access to customer off-street parking outside of the 
downtown parking area illustrated in Figure 3 in GFMC 19.06.060 shall be from a public street and not an alley. 

(11) Tandem Parking. Tandem parking spaces only count as one parking space when calculating the number of parking 
spaces required under subsection (A)(8) of this section. [Ord. 994 § 5, 2020; Ord. 960 § 13 (Exh. L), 2018; Ord. 937 § 22 
(Exh. U), 2017; Ord. 924 § 2 (Exh. A), 2017; Ord. 905 § 1 (Att. A), 2016; Ord. 883 § 12 (Att. C), 2014; Ord. 862 § 48, 2013; Ord. 
740 § 1 (Exh. A), 2007.] 

 

19.06.090 Accessory dwelling units.  

 
(A) Purpose. Accessory dwelling units (ADUs) are intended to increase the supply of affordable and independent housing for a 
variety of households, increase home and personal security, provide supplemental earnings for people with limited incomes, 
and increase residential densities. This should occur by utilizing the existing infrastructure and community resources while 
protecting the existing character of single-family neighborhoods. 
 
(B) Procedures. Any owner/occupant seeking to establish an ADU shall apply for approval in accordance with the following: 
 

(1) Application. The owner/occupant shall apply for a building permit for an ADU. A complete application form must 
demonstrate that all size thresholds and design standards are met. 
 
(2) Affidavit. An affidavit affirming that the owner will occupy the principal dwelling or the ADU and agreeing to all the 
general requirements as provided in this title is required. 

 
(a) An ADU shall be converted to another permitted use or shall be removed if one of the two dwelling units is 
not owner-occupied. 

 
(C) General Requirements. The creation of an ADU shall be subject to the following general requirements: 
 

(1) Number. One Two ADUs  shall be allowed per lot of record as an accessory use in conjunction with any detached 
single-family structure. 

 
(2) Type of Unit. 

 
(a) An ADU shall be permitted as a second dwelling unit attached to, or detached from, or a combination of 

both, from the principal dwelling. 
 

(b) A detached ADU may be any dwelling permitted in the applicable land use classification. 
 

(c) A mobile home, recreational vehicle, camper, or vehicle shall not be used as an ADU. 
 

(3) Size. An ADU shall be no greater than 1,000 square feet. 
 

(4) Design. An ADU shall be designed to maintain the appearance of the principal dwelling as a single-family residence. 
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(a) The entrance to an attached ADU shall not be directed towards any front yard unless utilizing an existing 
doorway. 
 
(b) Detached ADUs shall be no closer to the front lot line than the front face of the principal dwelling. This 
provision shall not apply to waterfront lots regulated pursuant to the city shoreline management program. 
 
(c) New construction of a detached ADU or conversion of an existing detached structure to an ADU shall not be 
permitted within the required front, side or rear yard setback. An exception to the required rear yard setback 
may be allowed if the rear yard abuts an alley. 
 
(d) (d) If an ADU is created by constructing a new detached structure on a single-family lot, the building height of 

the ADU shall not be greater than the principal dwelling’s building height or 25 feet, whichever is less. 
 

(e)  If an ADU is created by constructing a new detached structure on a multifamily lot, the building height of the 
ADU shall not be greater than the principal dwelling’s building height, or 33 feet, whichever is less. 

 
(f) An ADU may be created by adding on to or converting an existing detached structure, even if the existing 

structure is non-conforming to required setbacks or lot coveragehard surface coverage as long as other 
applicable codes and requirements are met, such as for fire and safety, and as long as any existing non-
conforming components of the existing structure are not expanded upon. 

 
(e) An ADU shall have similar facade, roof pitch and siding to the principal dwelling unit. 
 

(5) Parking. One (1) off-street parking space is required for each ADU on lots smaller than 6,000 square feet in size. For 
ADUs on lots of 6,000 square feet or greater, two (2) off-street parking spaces are required. Off- street parking spaces 
for ADUs shall be in addition to that which is required for the primary dwelling unit. 
 
(56) Approval. Approval of an ADU is a Type 1 permit subject to administrative approval by the city’s designated official. 
See Table 19.04A-I, GFMC 19.04A.210. [Ord. 905 § 1 (Att. A), 2016; Ord. 740 § 1 (Exh. A), 2007.] 
 

(D) Impact Fees. Impact fees are set forth in the fee schedule in a manner consistent with RCW 36.70A.681(1)(a): The city may 
not assess impact fees on the construction of accessory dwelling units that are greater than fifty percent (50%) of the impact 
fees that would be imposed on the principal unit. 
 

19.06.135 Storage of recreational vehicles. 

 
(A)  Recreational Vehicles may be parked on a residential property, but shall be kept in a carport or garage, or in a driveway. 
The Recreational Vehicle must be parked on an asphalt, concrete or other similar surface material that will provide equivalent 
protection against potholes, erosion, and dust and the parking pad shall be sized to accommodate the dimensions of the RV. 
RVs may be parked on an existing gravel pad that is an adequate size to accommodate the dimensions of the RV. 
 
(B) If such vehicles are located within the front or side yard setback of the principal building and/or accessory building, they 
must be stored on an approved driveway. 
 

19.06.150 Public works construction standards. 

(A) Purpose and Intent. Except as otherwise provided for in this chapter, any construction, alteration or repair of any facility 
located in the public right-of-way or public easement shall comply with the Granite Falls public works standards. [Ord. 905 § 1 
(Att. A), 2016; Ord. 740 § 1 (Exh. A), 2007.] 
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Chapter 21.06 
PARK AND RECREATION FACILITIES IMPACT FEE AND MITIGATION PROGRAM 

21.06.010 Authority and purpose. 

(A) This section is enacted pursuant to the city’s police powers, Chapters 43.21C, 58.17 and 82.02 RCW. The purpose of this 
chapter is to: 

(1) Maintain a program for financing park and recreation facilities capital improvements necessitated in whole or in part 
by development within the city consistent with the goals and policies of the comprehensive plan; 

(2) Ensure adequate levels of service within the city; 

(3) Establish means to charge and collect impact fees to ensure that all new development bears its proportionate share 
of the capital costs of off-site facilities reasonably necessary to accommodate the growth and maintain adopted level of 
service standards; 

(4) Ensure that the city pays its fair share of the capital cost of park and recreation facilities necessitated by public uses 
unrelated to new growth; and 

(5) Ensure fair collection and administration of park and recreation facilities impact fees. 

(B) The provisions of this chapter shall be liberally construed to effectively carry out its purpose in the interests of public 
health, safety and welfare. [Ord. 907 § 1 (Att. A), 2016.] 

21.06.020 Applicability. 

(A) The requirements of this chapter shall apply to all development regulated by the GFMC unless otherwise exempted. 

(B) Mitigation of impacts on parks located in jurisdictions outside the city will be required when: 

(1) The other affected jurisdiction has reviewed the development’s impact(s) under its adopted impact fee regulations 
and has recommended to the city that there be a requirement to mitigate the impact; and 

(2) There is an interlocal agreement between the city and the affected jurisdiction specifically addressing impact analysis 
and mitigation. 

(C) The following are exempted from impact fees: 

(1) Alteration, expansion, reconstruction, or replacement of existing single-family or multifamily dwelling units that does 
not result in additional dwelling units. 

(2) Accessory dwelling units. 

(3) Development which has impact mitigation provided through environmental review under the State Environmental 
Policy Act. 

(4) Development for which park impacts have been mitigated by the payment of, or promise or obligation to pay, fees, 
dedicate land, or construct or improve park facilities as part of a permit approval process granted prior to the effective 
date of the ordinance codified in this chapter unless the terms of the agreement expressly provide otherwise. [Ord. 907 
§ 1 (Att. A), 2016.] 

21.06.030 Geographic scope. 

The boundaries within which park and recreation facilities impact fees shall be charged and collected are the same as the 
corporate city limits. All unincorporated areas annexed to the city on and after the effective date hereof shall be subject to the 
provisions of this chapter. After the adoption of interlocal agreements with other local, regional or state jurisdictions, the 
geographic boundaries may be expanded accordingly. [Ord. 907 § 1 (Att. A), 2016.] 
 

21.06.040 Imposition of impact fees. 

(A) Impact fees may be required pursuant to the fee schedule adopted through the process described herein, or mitigation 
may be provided through other means such as the purchase, installation and/or improvement of park and recreation facilities; 
or the dedication of land for park and recreation purposes. 

(B) Impact fees shall: 

(1) Only be imposed for park needs that are reasonably related to the impacts of development; 

(2) Not exceed the proportionate share of the costs of park and recreation facilities that will reasonably benefit the new 
development; 

(3) Be used for park and recreation facilities that will reasonably benefit the new development; 
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(4) Not be used to correct existing deficiencies; 

(5) Not be imposed to mitigate impacts or meet facility needs that are being addressed through other laws or programs; 

(6) Not be collected for improvements to other jurisdictions’ park and recreation facilities unless the city and the affected 
other jurisdiction have an interlocal agreement; 

(7) Not be collected for projects vested prior to the adoption date hereof unless changes or modifications to the 
development proposal require an amendment to the previous city approval and result in greater impacts than previously 
addressed by the vested approval; 

(8) Be collected only once for each development, unless changes or modifications to the development proposal require 
an amendment to the previous city approval and result in greater impacts than previously addressed by the vested 
approval; 

(9) Be collected for system improvement costs previously incurred by the city, to the extent that said improvements are 
intended to serve new development and that additional fees shall not be collected for system deficiencies; and 

(10) Be only collected on residential developments for park and recreation facilities impact mitigation. [Ord. 907 § 1 (Att. 
A), 2016.] 

21.06.050 Approval of development. 

Approvals and permits granted by the city shall include findings and conclusions pertaining to impact mitigation fees 
consistent with this chapter. [Ord. 907 § 1 (Att. A), 2016.] 
 

21.06.060 Fee schedules and establishment of service area. 

(A) Impact fees shall be established by city council ordinance no more frequently than annually. 

(B) The entire city within the corporate limits is the service area. [Ord. 907 § 1 (Att. A), 2016.] 

21.06.070 Calculation of impact fees. 

(A) Park impact fees are based on the level of service standards for parks and recreation facilities established in the 
comprehensive plan. 

(1) It is the city’s intent to maintain the ratio of park land to population established in the comprehensive plan land use 
element. Dedication of land and facilities for public parks and recreation facilities is the preferred method for mitigating 
impacts on such facilities caused by the development of new households. 

(2) When creation of a new household (in the form of a subdivision, short plat, planned residential development (PRD), 
manufactured housing park, or residential building permit on a lot for which a parks impact fee has not been collected) is 
proposed, the city shall require dedication of land necessary to meet the park land to population ratio level of service 
standards for parks and recreation facilities. In the event that land dedication is determined by the city to be unfeasible, 
a mitigation fee in accordance with Table 2 shall be assessed. The amount of land to be dedicated for each dwelling unit 
shall be as shown in Table 1. 

Table 1  

Parks Land Dedication Formula 

Park land area per household: 2 x 
43,560/400 = 220 square feet/HH 
(rounded) 

Given the following variables: 

a) Comprehensive plan park land to 
population ratio = two acres per 1,000 

b) Average household size = 2.6 persons 
per household 

c) Households per 1,000 = 1,000/2.6 = 385 
(B) The fee value of land to be dedicated may be determined by either of the following methods: 

(1) The applicant may provide a fair market appraisal of the improved property value. The appraisal shall be prepared by 
a member of the Appraisal Institute (MAI). 

(2) The city may calculate the average improved land value using Snohomish County assessor’s data for all new dwelling 
units constructed in the previous calendar year. 
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(C) Park impact fee (PIF) assessments in lieu of land dedication shall be collected based on Table 2 and specified by city council 
resolution. 

Table 2  

Parks Impact Fee Formula 

Given the following variables: 

A Adjustment in accordance with RCW 82.02.050 and 82.02.060 to provide a 
balance between impact fees and other sources of public funds to meet 
park and recreation facilities capital facility’s needs. This adjustment is 50 
percent, so that A = 0.5. 

HS Average household size of 2.6 persons. 

PLOS Adopted park land level of service standard of two acres per 1,000 
population. 

PLR Proportionate land requirement per new household (0.0052) acre 
calculated as PLOS ÷ 1,000 x HS. 

PV Park land value of $10,000 per acre and park improvement value of 
$70,000 per acre. 

TLOS Adopted trails level of service standard of one mile per 1,000 population. 

TV Trails land and improvement value of $30,000 per mile. 

PTR Proportionate trail requirement per new household (0.0026) calculated as 
TLOS ÷ 1,000 x HS. 

Therefore: PIF = A x [(PLR x PV) + (PTR x TV)] 

PIF = 0.5 x [0.0052 x $80,000 + 0.0026 x $30,000] = $247.00 per new household 
(unless amended by city council resolution1) 

1    City council fee resolution No. 2015-02 sets the current park impact fee at $230.00 per new household. 

 

21.06.080 Impact fee account funds established. 

(A) Park Impact Fee Fund. There is hereby created and established a special purpose park and recreation facilities impact fee 
fund to receive park impact fees. All park impact fees and investment income received pursuant to this chapter shall be 
deposited into the park impact fee fund. 

(B) Procedures. Procedures for administration of the funds shall be established by the designated official. Expenditures from 
these funds shall be made in accordance with the city’s normal budget procedures. Annually, the city shall prepare a report on 
each impact fee account showing the source and amount of all monies collected, interest earned, and capital or system 
improvements that were financed in whole or in part by impact fees. [Ord. 907 § 1 (Att. A), 2016.] 

21.06.090 Use of funds. 

(A) Impact fees shall be used for park and recreation facility improvements that will reasonably benefit the new development; 
shall not be imposed to make up for deficiencies in the park facilities serving existing developments; and shall not be used for 
maintenance or operation. 

(B) Impact fees may be spent for improvements, including, but not limited to, facility planning, land acquisition, site 
improvements, necessary off-site improvements, construction, engineering, architectural, permitting, financing, grant 
matching funds and administrative expenses, applicable impact fees or mitigation costs, capital equipment pertaining to park 
and recreation facilities, and any other expenses which can be capitalized and are consistent with the comprehensive plan. 

(1) Impact fees may also be used to recoup park and recreation facility improvement costs previously incurred to the 
extent that new growth and development will be served by the previously constructed improvements or incurred costs. 

(2) In the event that bonds or similar debt instruments are or have been issued for the construction of park facility or 
system improvements for which impact fees may be expended, impact fees may be used to pay debt service on such 
bonds or similar debt instruments to the extent that the facilities or improvements provided are consistent with the 
requirements of this chapter and are used to serve the new development. Capital facilities plans using impact fees for 
the purpose of assisting in the provision of capital facilities or facility systems must clearly differentiate between funds 
used for new improvement and those funds used to correct existing deficiencies. [Ord. 907 § 1 (Att. A), 2016.] 

21.06.100 Assessment and collection. 

(A) Fee Determination. For all development activity subject to this chapter, the city shall determine the total impact fee at the 
time of application for a building permit or for installation of a mobile/manufactured home, based on the parks, recreation 
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and open space element of the Granite Falls comprehensive plan and the resulting fee schedule in effect at the time of the 
application adopted by resolution. 

(B) Collection Time. Collection shall occur prior to the time of building permit issuance. [Ord. 907 § 1 (Att. A), 2016.] 

21.06.110 Adjustments – Independent calculations. 

(A) A fee payer may request an adjustment to the impact fees set forth in this chapter by preparing and submitting to the city 
an independent fee calculation for the development activity for which a building permit is sought. The documentation 
submitted shall show the basis upon which the independent fee calculation was made. 

(1) If the city agrees with the independent fee calculation, a written agreement shall be transmitted to the fee payer for 
recording. 

(2) If the city does not agree with the independent fee proposal, the fee payer may request a third party review. The third 
party reviewer will be selected by the city. 

(a) The fee payer shall pay the third party reviewer for services and the city for analysis of the independent fee 
calculation. 

(b) While there is a presumption that the calculations set forth in the parks, recreation and open space element of 
the comprehensive plan are valid, the third party reviewer shall consider the documentation submitted by a fee 
payer and the analysis prepared by the city. 

(c) The third party review may result in the city acceptance, rejection, or revision of the independent fee calculation 
after consideration of documentation submitted in support of or in opposition to the independent fee calculation, 
the specific characteristics of the development, principles of fairness, and/or other relevant information. The fees or 
alternative fees and the calculations shall be set forth in writing and shall be mailed to the fee payer. 

(B) Determinations made pursuant to this section may be appealed to the hearing examiner subject to the procedures set 
forth in the UDC. [Ord. 907 § 1 (Att. A), 2016.] 

21.06.120 Credits. 

(A) The fee payer shall be entitled to a credit against the applicable impact fee component for the value of any dedication of 
land for, improvement to, or new construction of any system improvements provided by the fee payer, to facilities that are 
identified in the parks, recreation and open space element of the comprehensive plan and that are required by the city as a 
condition of approving the development activity. 

(B) The amount of the credit shall be the higher of either the value of the land or improvements established in the adopted 
comprehensive parks, recreation and open space element or by an appraisal conducted by an independent professional 
appraiser mutually agreeable to the city and the fee payer. Either the fee payer or the city may request an appraisal, in which 
event the cost of the appraisal shall be borne by the requesting party. Determinations made pursuant to this section may be 
appealed to the hearing examiner subject to the procedures set forth in the UDC. 

(C) After the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter, whenever a development is granted approval subject to a 
condition that the developer provide capital facilities and utilities park, open space, or linear trail park facilities that are 
identified in the comprehensive plan parks, recreation and open space element, or whenever the developer has agreed, 
pursuant to the terms of a voluntary agreement with the city, to provide land for parks, open space, or linear trails that are 
identified in the comprehensive plan capital facilities and utilities parks, recreation and open space element, or make 
improvements to existing facilities, the developer shall be entitled to a credit for the value of the land or actual costs of capital 
facility construction against the fee that would be chargeable under the formula provided by this chapter. The land value or 
costs of construction shall be determined pursuant to subsection (B) of this section. 

(D) When a subdivision or other type of development is conditioned upon the dedication of land, or purchase, installation or 
improvement of park or recreation facility, a final plat, final PRD, or short plat shall not be recorded, nor a building permit 
issued until: 

(1) The city has determined in writing that any land to be dedicated is shown on the face of the final plat, final PRD, or 
short plat, or a deed conveying the land to the city has been recorded with the Snohomish County auditor; and 

(2) The city has determined in writing, after consultation with the designated public owner responsible for permanent, 
continuing maintenance and operation of the facilities, that the developer has satisfactorily undertaken, or guaranteed to 
undertake in a manner acceptable to the city, any required purchase, installation or improvement of the required park or 
recreation facility. [Ord. 907 § 1 (Att. A), 2016.] 

21.06.130 Refunds. 

(A) The current owner of property on which impact fees have been paid may receive a refund of such fees if the impact fees 
have not been expended or encumbered within 10 years of their receipt. In determining whether impact fees have been 
encumbered, impact fees shall be considered encumbered on a first-in, first-out basis. 
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(B) Any impact fees that are not expended or encumbered within these time limitations, and for which no application for a 
refund has been made within this one-year period, shall be retained and expended consistent with the provisions of this 
section. 

(C) Refunds of impact fees shall include any interest earned on the impact fees. 

(D) Should the city seek to terminate any or all impact fee requirements, all unexpended or unencumbered funds, including 
interest earned, shall be refunded to the current owner of the property for which an impact fee was paid. Upon the finding 
that any or all fee requirements are to be terminated, the city shall place notice of such termination and the availability of 
refunds in a newspaper of general circulation at least two times and shall notify all potential claimants by first class mail 
addressed to the owner of the property as shown in the county tax records. All funds available for refund shall be retained for 
a period of one year. At the end of one year, any remaining funds shall be retained by the city, but must be expended for the 
original purposes, consistent with the provisions of this section. The notice requirement set forth above shall not apply if there 
are no unexpended or unencumbered balances within the account or accounts being terminated. 

(E) An owner/applicant may request and shall receive a refund, including interest earned on the impact fees, when: 

(1) The owner/applicant does not proceed to finalize the development activity as required by statute or city code or the 
International Building Code; and 

(2) The city has not expended or encumbered the impact fees in good faith prior to the application for a refund. In the 
event that the city has expended or encumbered the fees in good faith, no refund shall be forthcoming. However, if 
within a period of three years, the same or subsequent owner of the property proceeds with the same or substantially 
similar development activity, the owner shall be eligible for a credit. The owner must petition the city in writing and 
provide receipts of impact fees paid by the owner for a development of the same or substantially similar nature on the 
same property or some portion thereof. The city shall determine whether to grant a credit, and such determinations may 
be appealed by following the procedures set forth in this chapter. 

(F) The amount to be refunded shall include the interest earned by this portion of the account from the date that it was 
deposited into the impact fee fund. [Ord. 907 § 1 (Att. A), 2016.] 

21.06.140 Appeals and payments under protest. 

(A) An appeal of the decision of the city, the third party reviewer, or the hearing examiner with regard to the imposition of an 
impact fee or fee amounts may be filed by the fee payer. Any appeal shall follow the appeal process for the underlying permit 
and not be subject to a separate appeal process. 

(B) Any fee payer may pay the impact fees imposed by this chapter under protest in order to obtain a building permit. No 
appeal shall be permitted until the impact fees at issue have been provided. 

(C) Further appeals of a decision under this chapter shall be considered by the city according to procedures in this chapter. 

(D) The hearing examiner is authorized to make findings of fact regarding the applicability of the impact fees to a given 
development activity, the availability or amount of credit, or the accuracy or applicability of an independent fee calculation. 
[Ord. 907 § 1 (Att. A), 2016.] 

21.06.150 Council review. 

(A) Computation and Schedules. The fee schedules set forth in this chapter shall be reviewed by the city council as it deems 
necessary and appropriate in conjunction with the update of the parks, recreation and open space element of the 
comprehensive plan. [Ord. 907 § 1 (Att. A), 2016.] 
 

21.06.160 Administrative fees. 

The cost of administering the impact fee system for park and recreation facilities impact fees shall be a one-time charge 
established by the city. This fee, in addition to the actual impact fees, shall be paid by the developer to the city at the time of 
building permit issuance. [Ord. 907 § 1 (Att. A), 2016.] 
 

21.06.170 Exemption or reductions. 

(A) Public housing agencies or private nonprofit housing developers participating in publicly sponsored or subsidized housing 
programs may apply for exemptions or reductions from the requirements of this chapter. Any claim for a partial exemption 
of impact fees under this section shall be made by the time of building permit application. Any claim not so made shall be 
deemed waived. 

(B) Private for-profit developers may apply for exemptions or reductions from the requirements of this chapter when all or a 
portion of the project is designed to accommodate low income residents or special populations that will result in lower 
impacts on parks facilities. 

(C) The determination of the amount of any requested exemptions or reductions shall be based on the procedures of this 
chapter. 
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(D) The amount of impact fees exempted or reduced for low income subsidized units shall be replaced by other public funds, if 
a full waiver is provided.. 

(E) Dwelling units qualifying for impact fee exemptions or reductions shall be occupied by low income or special population 
residents for a minimum of 15 years. [Ord. 907 § 1 (Att. A), 2016.] 

21.06.180 Relationship to environmental impact mitigation. 

(A) As provided by RCW 82.02.100, development required to mitigate environmental impacts pursuant to RCW 43.21C.060 shall 
not be required to pay impact fees under this chapter for the same system improvements. 

(B) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to limit the city’s authority to deny development permit applications when a 
proposal would result in significant adverse environmental impacts identified in environmental review under SEPA where 
reasonable mitigation measures are insufficient to address the identified impact. [Ord. 907 § 1 (Att. A), 2016.] 

21.06.190 Severability. 

If any provision of this chapter or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this regulation 
or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances shall not be affected. [Ord. 907 § 1 (Att. A), 2016.] 
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10.04.030 Limit on duration of on-street parking. 

(A) No vehicle shall be parked in one place for more than 72 consecutive hours on any street, alley or public place within the 
city. Vehicles tagged in violation of this code must be moved within 24 hours or are subject to tow at the owner’s expense.  

(B) A recreational vehicle may be parked within Public Right-of-Way for a period not to exceed 48 hours and shall not be 
parked within sight distance triangles.  

(C) If after a recreational vehicle has exceeded the 48-hour limit and received notice of violation, the recreational vehicle is re-
parked on the same street within 350 feet of the original location, it shall be considered to be parked in the same location 
within the street and still in violation of the 48-hour parking restriction. 

 

10.04.040 Parking trucks, trailers or tractor-trailer combination. 

(A) Parking trucks, trailers or tractor-trailer combination. 

(1) No person shall stand or park a truck, or truck tractor-trailer combination which has a manufacturer’s gross vehicle 
weight in excess of sixteen thousand pounds, a length in excess of twenty feet or a width in excess of eight feet upon any 
portion of a street or alley within any residential zone as defined in the city’s zoning code and zoning map except when: 

(a) Property is actively loaded or unloaded from such vehicle; or 

(b) The vehicle is a City vehicle or public utility vehicle providing a service for the public; or 

(b) The vehicle is an emergency vehicle; or 

(d) Such vehicle is currently used at and is located at a specific location within a residential zone for the purpose of 
assisting in the providing of services such as construction, carpentry, plumbing or landscaping to such residence or 
location. 

For the purposes of this chapter, “actively loading or unloading” means the process of transferring property, goods, 
materials, or passengers to or from a vehicle in a continuous and expeditious manner.  A vehicle shall be considered to 
be actively loading or unloading only while such activity is visibly in progress and shall not exceed thirty (30) minutes, 
unless continuous loading or unloading activity is clearly occurring beyond that time. Extended on-site construction 
activities may be required to obtain a permit from the Community Development Department. 

Vehicles parked, stopped, or standing without active loading or unloading, or exceeding the time limit stated above, are 
subject to citation, fines, and/or towing at the owner’s expense in accordance with Section XXXX. 

(2) No vehicle in excess of sixteen thousand pounds shall be parked on any street or roadway in such a manner that the 
vehicle faces against the direction of authorized traffic movement on that side of the street. 
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED CODE AMENDMENTS AND DETERMINATION OF NONSIGNIFICANCE (DNS) 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Granite Falls is in the process of adopting code amendments to Granite 
Falls Municipal Code (GFMC) Title 19, Unified Development Code: 

PROJECT NAME/FILE NUMBER: 2025 Granite Falls Municipal Code Amendments 

APPLICANT/PROPONENT: City of Granite Falls 

LEAD AGENCY: City of Granite Falls 

PROJECT LOCATION: Citywide (Non-project action) 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The proposal is a non-project action that includes various code amendments to Granite Falls 
Municipal Code (GFMC) Title 19, Unified Development Code in compliance with recent State 
legislation. Additionally, the Code was amended to ensure consistency with the City’s recently 
adopted 2024 Comprehensive Plan Update. 

LIST OF REQUIRED ACTIONS: Recommendation by Planning Commission with final adoption of an ordinance by City 
Council. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS PREPARED: SEPA DNS and Environmental Checklist 

SEPA DETERMINATION/ISSUANCE DATE: October 2, 2025 

END OF COMMENT PERIOD: October 16, 2025 

SEPA THRESHOLD DETERMINATION: The City has determined that this proposal would not have a probable and unavoidable 
significant adverse impact on the environment. An environmental impact statement (EIS) is not required under RCW 
43.21C.030(2)(c). This decision was made after reviewing a completed environmental checklist and other information on file with 
the lead agency. This information is available to the public on request. This DNS is issued under 197-11-340(2); the lead agency will 
not act on this proposal for 14 days from the date of issuance. 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL: Brent Kirk, Deputy City Manager – brent.kirk@ci.granite-falls.wa.us 
PHONE NUMBER: (360) 691-6441
MAILING ADDRESS: PO Box 1440, Granite Falls, WA 98252

PUBLIC COMMENT AND APPEALS: Upon publication of the issuance of the SEPA determination, there is a 14-day comment / appeal 
period. The deadline for public comment and appeals is 4:00 pm, October 16, 2025. Interested parties may view the project file at 
the Granite Falls City Hall (215 South Granite Avenue) Monday-Friday 8 am to 5 pm. The appeals must be in written form, contain a 
concise statement of the matter being appealed. A fee is required per the City’s Fee resolution. All comments or appeals are to be 
directed to the City Hall, Attn: Responsible Official to the mailing address above.  

SIGNATURE: 

Distribution: 

DATE: 

Official City Notification Boards (City Hall, Post Office) 
Everett Herald 
State Distribution List 

10/1/2025
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 TOYER STRATEGIC ADVISORS, INC. 
3705 COLBY AVE, STE 1 | EVERETT, WA 98201 

toyerstrategic.com | 425-322-5226 
 

   

 
 
October 28, 2025        SENT ELECTRONICALLY TO AVOID DELAY 
  
 
Granite Falls Planning Commission 
215 S. Granite Avenue 
Granite Falls, WA 98252 
 
Public Hearing Comments – Code Updates 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to make public comments on the proposed code updates.  Based on our firm’s work 
with several property owners in your community, as well as our experience working with numerous businesses as they 
seek out locations to construct new retail and industrial facilities, we offer the following comments: 
 
1. We want to thank staff/contract staff for not including requirements for alleys in these changes. Requiring alleys 

typically results in projects have more hard surfaces, requiring larger stormwater facilities. Both outcomes would 
increase the cost of housing, and it is not clear what the benefit to Granite Falls or its future residents would be. 
Should this be a proposal that continues to be considered further, we believe the city should alternatively look at 
flexibility in setbacks and other design requirements first before committing to requiring alleys in any zone. 
 

2. But, it’s not clear why pervious/permeable pavement would be added as a “hard surface” since the point is to 
reduce impervious surface.  This change will impact the building envelop and may disincentivize use of such 
alternative means of addressing stormwater infiltration on site. We suggest leaving the definition of impervious 
surface as-is but adding driveways and sidewalks.  Otherwise, please remove pervious and permeable surfaces 
from the definition of a hard surface or increase the allowance for hard surfaces by 5% per zoning district adjust.   

 
3. In Table 19.03-I, Permitted Uses by Zoning District, on page 12 we suggest the following changes: 

 
a. Keep “General Warehousing and Including Wholesale Trade” as a permitted use in the Industrial Retail 

(IR) zone, but provide for a separate use category called Trade, Transportation and Warehousing that 
would be permitted in the Light Industrial (LI) and Heavy Industrial (HI) zones.  
 
The reason for this change is to separate uses that may be more retail in nature from those which are 
more industrial and trade oriented. This helps ensure that distribution type warehousing would be a 
permitted uses and freight transportation uses, which are often associated with warehousing and 
distribution, are permitted. We also believe that given the city’s proximity to mining and forestry industry 
clusters, such permitted use clarifications will benefit the city in attracting related business uses that 
would build facilities adding taxable valuation, retail sales tax (depending on the industry), and needed 
local jobs. 

 
4. In Table 19.03-I, Permitted Uses by Zoning District, on page 15, we suggest the following use description changes: 

 
a. Replace “Heavy equipment rental” with “Heavy equipment sales, service/repair, and rental” 

 
b. Consider allowing “Heavy equipment sales, service/repair, and rental in the Heavy Industrial (HI) zone. 

 
c. Add “rental” to “Light equipment sales and repair” so it reads “Light equipment sales, rental, and repair” 

 
5. Regarding the “Heavy” and “Light” equipment sales, rental and repair categories, we did not find a definition in 

Title 19 that distinguishes between what is “heavy” and what is “light” – we suggest definitions be added. 
 

6. At 19.03.080(I) on page 23, we appreciate that approvals regarding minimum density in the MR zone will be 
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administrative, not Hearing Examiner. We support the proposed language but would suggest adding “access” 
(shown in red below) as one of the factors given that “location” is not necessarily inclusive of access 
considerations. 
 

(a) The site is constrained due to its unusual shape, topography, location, easements, critical 
areas, access, or other features that preclude the minimum density being achieved; or 

 
7. Regarding requiring traditional street grids on page 51 at 19.04D.020(A)(4), we suggest that language be added 

to allow for some exceptions.  For example, a project would not be required to provide a stub road for future road 
connection in the case where wetlands or other features located on the adjacent property would prohibit the 
extension of such road system.  These exceptions should be administratively reviewed and approved since they 
pertain to public works standards. 

 
8. On page 55, at 19.06.010.B.2, we suggest that clarification is made to include stormwater vaults that can be 

covered with recreational facilities in the calculation for density.  This would be consistent with other jurisdictions. 
 

9. On Table 1 at pages 68 and 69, we suggest adding in “warehousing and distribution” as a use and establishing 
a minimum off-street parking requirement of 1 stall per 2,500 square feet.  Our firm did a survey of over two 
dozen jurisdictions a couple years ago and the typical parking requirement for this use ranges from 1 stall per 
1,500 to 1 stall per 5,000. 

 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
David Toyer 
President 
 
  
                            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Page 151 of 284



   
  Agenda Bill 
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA BILL 
 
Subject: Public Hearing – 2026 Property Tax 
Levy 
 
Action Recommended: Approve Ordinance 
No. 1065-2025 authorizing a 1% levy increase. 
 
 
Meeting Date:  November 5, 2025 
Date Submitted: October 25, 2025 
 
Exhibit(s):  2026 Property Tax Presentation 

Ordinance No. 1065-2025 – Property Tax 
Levy (Increase/Banked Capacity option) 

 
  

  
  
                    
                    
 
 
Originating Dept.:  City Manager 
 
Approval(s):         X City Manager 
              Public Works 
          X  Finance 
   Planning 
          X Attorney 
                        City Clerk

 
Budgeted Amount: N/A 
BARS Code:  311 10 00 00 (85%) 
   311 10 01 00 (15%) 
 
Summary: 
 
Washington State law requires the City Council to conduct a public hearing and establish the 
upcoming year’s property tax levy before certifying it to Snohomish County. The hearing will 
solicit public comment on the proposed 2026 property tax levy and any increase or banked 
capacity options. 
 
Background 
 

• The property tax levy is based on an absolute dollar amount, not on fluctuations in 
overall assessed value. 

• There is a statutory 1% annual increase limit unless voters approve a greater increase or 
banked capacity is used. 

• The City must certify the levy amount to the County by November 30. 
• Council has been reviewing budget projections and levy scenarios at meetings 

conducted in August–October 2025. 
• 2025 levy amount: $703,818.76 

Preliminary 2026 assessed value: $939,090,108 
Levy increase options: 

• 0% (no increase, bank capacity) 
• 1% (maximum allowed without voter approval = $7,035.73) 

• RCW 84.55.120 and RCW 84.52 require a public hearing and ordinance 
adopting/certifying the levy. 

• Council action is required to set and certify the levy amount and designate any allowable 
banked capacity. 
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  Agenda Bill 
 

OPTIONS: 
1. Adopt Ordinance No. 1065-2025 authorizing a 1% levy increase. 
2. Adopt Ordinance No. 1065-2025 authorizing no increase and banking allowed capacity 

for future use. 
3. Provide direction for an alternative levy increase (within statutory limit) or direct staff for 

further analysis. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends the Council adopt Ordinance No. 1065-2025, authorizing a 1% levy increase. 
 
Recommended Motion: Move to adopt Ordinance No. 1065-2025, which sets a 1% increase in 
the 2026 regular property tax levy for the City of Granite Falls, and to authorize the certification 
of the levy to Snohomish County as required by law. 
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2026 Granite Falls 

Property Tax
Jeff Balentine

November 5, 2025
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City of Granite Falls' Property Tax – Key Information

• The overall Property Tax Levy is based on an absolute dollar amount and does not fluctuate based on 
the overall City Assessed Value (AV)

• There is a 1% constitutional limit on the annual property absolute dollar amount imposed 
o The absolute $ ÷ City’s total Assessed Value = Levy Rate

• Tax rates are stated in terms of dollars per $1,000 of assessed value (the 1% limit is the same as $10 
per $1,000)

• Property tax increases are not based on the increasing value of properties, but on the property taxes 
that were assessed in the prior year

• Each year’s levy may be increased by no more than 1%, unless the public votes for a greater increase 
"levy lid lift" or the City uses banked capacity 
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City of Granite Falls' Property Tax – Key Information

There are three main components of property tax:
• Levy amount
• Assessed value (AV)
• Levy rate

• By Nov 30th, the City certifies to the County Assessor the dollar amount of taxes to 
levy

• The County Assessor then calculates the levy rate necessary to raise that amount of 
revenue 
• Levy Rate (per $1,000 AV) = Levy Amount ÷ City’s total Assessed Value (000s)  
• The Levy Rate is expressed in terms of a dollar rate per $1,000 of valuation

• For example, a rate of $0.00025 is expressed as $0.25 per $1,000 of AV
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Examples:

Property tax prorated by Accessed Value (AV)
• First Year

• Combined AV $100 thousand
• Levy rate is $2.00 per  $1,000

• $200 ÷ 100 thousand
                                                     2025 AV $50,000                   2025 AV $50,000
                    Property Tax $100.00            Property Tax $100.00

• Second Year 
• 1% levy increase ($200 + Additional 1% $2.00 = $202.00)

• Combined AV $200 thousand
• Levy Rate is $1.01 per thousand

• $202.00 ÷ 200 thousand
       2026 AV $150,000              2026 AV $50,000
                       Property Tax $151.50            Property Tax $50.50
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City of Granite Falls' Property Tax – Regular Levy Example

• 2025 Assessed Value    $ 892,924,763

• 2025 City of Granite Falls Regular Levy (certified) $        703,573
• Tax Rate per 1,000            0.787942309530

Change in valuation during 2025

• 2025 New Construction & Added Improvement $       2,295,777  

20245 Preliminary Assessed Value 2026  $939,090,108              +5.2%
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City of Granite Falls' Property Tax – Regular Levy Example

• Preliminary Assessed Value 2026   $939,090,108 

• Levy 2025      $        703,573
o New construction (levy impact)  $             1,809
o State assessed property value (levy impact) $                     0
o Refund                                                                     $              2,641
o 1% levy increase (example only)            +$              7,036
o 2026 Regular Levy w/ 1% (example only) $         703,059

o Levy Rate
o Est. Tax Rate per 1,000            0.761437719244          
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2025's Actual 
Levy

1% of 2024's 
Actual Levy

Estimated 
New 

Construction 
Improvements

Refund Tax 
Year 2025

Total Levy 
Amount 

2024's Actual 
Levy

0% of 2024's 
Actual Levy

Estimated New 
Construction 

Improvements

Refund Tax Year 
2025

Total Levy 
Amount 

Banked 
Capacity 2025

$703,573 $7,036 $1,809 $2,641 $715,059

$703,573 $0 $1,809 $2,641 $708,023 $7,036
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City of Granite Falls

Banked Capacity Cumulative Scenario 

   2026 2027 2028 2029 2030
0% Cumulative Impact             $7K         $14K       $22K       $29K       $37K 
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Granite Falls 2026 Property Tax

Questions?
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CITY OF GRANITE FALLS 
ORDINANCE NO. 1065-2025 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GRANITE FALLS AUTHORIZING THE 2026 PROPERTY TAX LEVY 
WITHOUT INCREASE IN DOLLAR AMOUNT $0.00 AND LEVYING THE SAME UPON ALL TAXABLE 
PROPERTY, BOTH REAL AND PERSONAL, IN THE CITY OF GRANITE FALLS, WASHINGTON, FOR 
COLLECTION IN 2026 AND AUTHORIZING THE BANKING OF REMAINING LEVY CAPACITY IN THE 
AMOUNT OF THE AVAILABLE 1% INCREASE FOR FUTURE USE. 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Granite Falls met on August 13, 2025, September 
20, 2025, October 1, 2025, and October 15, 2024, and considered its budget for the calendar year 
2026; and 

 WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed sources of revenue and anticipated expenses 
and obligations for the 2026 budget; and  

WHEREAS, the City’s actual levy amount from the previous year was $703,818.76; and 

 WHEREAS, the population of the City is less than 10,000; and  

WHEREAS, upon proper notice, the City Council, on October 15, 2025, held a public 
hearing to receive comment from the public on revenue sources and expenditures for the City of 
Granite Falls Budget for the 2026 calendar year, including possible increases in the property tax 
levy; and 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GRANITE FALLS DOES HEREBY 
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

 Section 1.  No increase in the regular property tax levy is authorized for the 2026 tax year, 
with any excess capacity banked for future use. 

 Section 2.  The City of Granite Falls, as a taxing district, is imposing the regular property 
tax levy to be collected in the 2026 tax year, without an increase ($0.00). The excess capacity 
dollar amount, which is $7.035.73 over the actual levy amount from the previous year, 
representing an available  1% increase from the prior year 2025, is hereby banked and available 
for future levy. This banked capacity excludes additional revenue from new construction, 
improvements to property, newly constructed wind turbines, solar, biomass, and geothermal 
facilities, any increase in the value of state-assessed property, any annexations that have 
occurred, and refunds made. 
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 Section 3.  Certification of Ordinance to County Officials.  The City Clerk is hereby 
directed to certify the amount necessary to be raised by taxation as specified above to the 
Snohomish County Council and other proper County officials as provided by law. 

 Section 4.  Severability.  If any section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance 
should be held invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or 
unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, sentence, 
clause, or phrase of this Ordinance. 

 Section 5.  Publication and Summary.  This Ordinance or summary thereof consisting of 
the title shall be published in the City's official newspaper. 

 Section 6.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect five (5) days 
after publication of the summary consisting of the title. 

Said Ordinance was passed in open session by the City Council of the City of Granite Falls on the 
______ day of _________, 2025, and signed in authentication of its passage this ____ day of 
___________, 2025. 

       _______________________________ 
       MATTHEW HARTMAN, Mayor 

ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED: 

      

Darla Reese, City Clerk 

Approved as to form: 

      

Thom Graafstra, City Attorney 
Emily Guildner, City Attorney 
 

FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK:  

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL: 

PUBLISHED: 

EFFECTIVE DATE: 
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CITY OF GRANITE FALLS 
ORDINANCE NO. 1065-2025 

AN ORDINANCE INCREASING THE CITY OF GRANITE FALLS’ PREVIOUS YEAR’S LEVY AMOUNT BY 
$7,035.73 OR 1.0% AND LEVYING THE SAME UPON ALL TAXABLE PROPERTY, BOTH REAL AND 
PERSONAL, IN THE CITY OF GRANITE FALLS, WASHINGTON, FOR COLLECTION IN 2026. 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Granite Falls met on August 13, 2025, September 
20, 2025, October 1, 2025, and October 15, 2024, and considered its budget for the calendar year 
2026; and 

 WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed sources of revenue and anticipated expenses 
and obligations for the 2026 budget; and  

WHEREAS, the City’s actual levy amount from the previous year was $703,818.76; and 

 WHEREAS, the population of the City is less than 10,000; and  

WHEREAS, upon proper notice, the City Council, on October 15, 2025, held a public 
hearing to receive comment from the public on revenue sources and expenditures for the City of 
Granite Falls Budget for the 2026 calendar year, including possible increases in the property tax 
levy; and 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GRANITE FALLS DOES HEREBY 
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

 Section 1.  An increase in the regular property tax levy is hereby authorized for the levy 
to be collected in the 2026 tax year.  

 Section 2.  The governing body of the City of Granite Falls, a taxing district, hereby 
imposes and increases the regular property tax levy to be collected in the 2026 tax year. The 
dollar amount of the increase for 2026 over the actual levy amount from the previous year, 
2025, shall be $7,035.73, a percentage increase of 1% from the prior year, 2025. This increase 
excludes additional revenue from new construction, improvements to property, newly 
constructed wind turbines, solar, biomass, and geothermal facilities, any increase in the value 
of state-assessed property, any annexations that have occurred, and refunds made. 

 Section 3.  Certification of Ordinance to County Officials.  The City Clerk is hereby 
directed to certify the amount necessary to be raised by taxation as specified above to the 
Snohomish County Council and other proper County officials as provided by law. 

 Section 4.  Severability.  If any section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance 
should be held invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or 
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unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, sentence, 
clause, or phrase of this Ordinance. 

 Section 5.  Publication and Summary.  This Ordinance or summary thereof consisting of 
the title shall be published in the City's official newspaper. 

 Section 6.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect five (5) days 
after publication of the summary consisting of the title. 

Said Ordinance was passed in open session by the City Council of the City of Granite Falls on the 
______ day of _________, 2025, and signed in authentication of its passage this ____ day of 
___________, 2025. 

       _______________________________ 
       MATTHEW HARTMAN, Mayor 

ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED: 

      

Darla Reese, City Clerk 

Approved as to form: 

      

Thom Graafstra, City Attorney 
Emily Guildner, City Attorney 
 

FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK:  

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL: 

PUBLISHED: 

EFFECTIVE DATE: 

Page 167 of 284



Page 168 of 284



Page 169 of 284



   
  Agenda Bill 
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA BILL 
 
Subject: Public Hearing – City of Granite Falls 
2026 Preliminary Budget FY 2026 
 
Action Recommended: Discussion Only. 
 
 
Meeting Date:  November 5, 2025 
Date Submitted: October 25, 2025 
 
Exhibit(s):  2026 Preliminary Budget Presentation 
  2026 Preliminary Budget 
 
  
  

  
                    
                    
 
 
Originating Dept.:  City Manager 
 
Approval(s):         X City Manager 
              Public Works 
          X  Finance 
   Planning 
           Attorney 
                        City Clerk

 
Budgeted Amount: N/A 
BARS Code:  All 
 
Summary: 
 
The City Council of the City of Granite Falls has met in regular and special session on August 
13, 2025, September 20, 2025, October 1, 2025, and October 15, 2025, to consider the 
recommended budget for calendar year 2026. In accordance with RCW 35.33.051, the City 
Manager has submitted the 2026 Preliminary Budget for council review and public hearing, 
following a process that included a budget retreat, departmental consultation, capital planning, 
and public input. 
 
Background 
 
The 2026 Preliminary Budget is a comprehensive financial plan totaling $13.7 million across all 
funds, reflecting Granite Falls’ ongoing commitment to fiscal transparency, strategic growth, and 
exceptional municipal service delivery. Key priorities include maintaining excellent public safety 
services, investing in infrastructure and community assets, promoting economic resilience, and 
ensuring sound financial stewardship. 

• The adopted budget maintains a solid General Fund reserve, with an unassigned 
beginning balance of $3.8 million—representing 49.3% of annual expenditures and 
providing substantial stability to support City operations and weather economic 
uncertainties. 

• Diversified revenues, including a balanced combination of property tax, sales tax, utility 
tax, grants, and user fees, support a wide array of municipal services while minimizing 
dependence on any single source. 

• Strategic investments in transportation, water, sewer, stormwater, parks, and community 
development address both current needs and future growth, with $4.9 million in capital 
outlay for 2026 and significant leveraging of grants and external resources. 

• The budget process prioritized public transparency and collaboration, including multiple 
public hearings, published summaries, monthly reports, and continual updates. 
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  Agenda Bill 
 

 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends the Council accept the 2026 Preliminary Budget and ask staff to prepare for 
the Final Hearing on December 3, 2025. 
 
Recommended Motion: N/A 
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2026 Granite Falls 

Preliminary Budget
Jeff Balentine

November 5, 2025
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2026 Budget Overview

• The Preliminary 2026 Budget accounts for $13.8 million across all funds 

• It represents our city’s continued commitment to fiscal transparency, strategic 
growth, and strong municipal service.

• Key 2026 priorities: 
o Public safety
o Infrastructure
o Economic resilience

• The City faces growing regional demand and opportunities—the budget reflects 
both maintenance and investment.
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2026 Budget Overview
Fund                                         Revenue w BB Expenditure        End Fund Bal.

Total – All Funds:

Revenues: $27,571,065

Expenditures: $13,773,806

Net Change: $13,797,259

Category                  Rev. w BB    Exp.
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General Fund – Revenue Overview

• Sales Tax  $1,043,495
o Increased $78,663 over 2025
o Represents 26.8% of General Fund operating revenues
o Strong economic growth and retail activity in the community
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• Passport Services  $712,385
o  Decrease of $125,714 from 2025 (2025 Real ID requirement)
o  Largest single revenue source under “Charges for Services”
o  Regional passport acceptance facility serving citizens while generating substantial 

revenue
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General Fund – Revenue Overview
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• Property Tax - $610,471
o  Increased $13,506 (+2.3%) over 2025
o  Conservative 1% annual increase
o  Represents 15.7% of operating revenues
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General Fund – Revenue Overview
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• Utility Taxes - $719,488
o  Decreased $293,726 from 2025
o  Utility tax rates reduced from 20% to 10% for water and sewer utilities
o  Provides significant taxpayer relief while maintaining diversified revenue base
o  Breakdown: Electric ($235K), Sewer ($205K), Gas ($120K), Water ($114K), Phone ($44K)
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General Fund – Revenue Overview
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• Total Operating Revenues: $3,899,292
o  Overall decrease of $215,060 under 2025
o  Demonstrates a healthy, diversified revenue portfolio despite the utility tax reduction
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General Fund – Revenue Overview
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• Law Enforcement - $1,223,487
o  Increased $116,232 over 2025
o  24.6% of total General Fund expenditures
o  Enhanced patrol coverage through the Snohomish County Sheriff’s Office contract
o  Reflects continued commitment to public safety as the highest priority
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General Fund – Expense Overview
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• Planning & Community Development - $515,544
o  Increased $233,662 (Planning Director and Code Enforcement) over 2025
o  10.4% of total expenditures
o  Supports business-friendly permitting and streamlined development review
o  Includes professional planning services through IDIQ contract
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General Fund – Expense Overview
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• Financial & Recording Services - $603,160
o  Increased $382 over 2025
o  12.1% of total expenditures
o  Supports passport services operations, generating $712K in revenue
o  Professional financial management and enhanced technology infrastructure
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General Fund – Expense Overview
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• Parks & Recreation - $300,798
o  Decreased $187,843 from 2025
o  Reduction reflects completion of one-time Frank Mason Park dock improvement project 

in 2025
o  Ongoing operations for parks, facilities, and community programs continue
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General Fund – Expense Overview
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• Central Services - $247,716
o  Decrease of $78,972 from 2025
o  City Hall operations, IT services, insurance, risk management, utilities, and old city hall 

renovations
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General Fund – Expense Overview
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• Interfund Transfers - $1,306,243
o  Increase od $1,105,000 from 2025 (supports purchase of Community Center)
o  26.3% of total expenditures
o  Streets Capital Improvement: $150,000 / Streets Operating: $75,000
o  Community Events/Arts/Recreation: $61,243
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• Debt Service  $261,129
o  Essentially flat, increased $263 (+0.1%) from 2025
o  City Hall/Civic Center debt ($213K principal, $48K interest)
o  Stable and manageable debt service coverage
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• Total Expenditures: $4,971,545
o  Overall increase of $1,254,301 over 2025
o Beginning Balance (2026): $3,799,691 / Projected Ending Balance (2026): $2,727,438
o Fund Balance Ratio: 49.3% of annual expenditures
o Status: HEALTHY - Significantly exceeds GFOA recommended minimum of 25-30%, 

providing nearly 6 months of operating reserves for fiscal stability and economic 
uncertainty
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General Fund – Expense Overview
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General Fund – End Fund Balance
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Street Fund – Overview

• The City of Granite Falls 2026 Streets Budget totals $2.1 million across both operating and 
capital improvement funds.

• Combined Streets Budget Overview
o  Total Combined Budget: $2,144,763
o  Operating Fund (101): $916,060
o  Capital Improvement Fund (303): $1,228,703
o  Total Expenditures: $1,600,914
o  Grant Funding: $1,024,508 (83.4% of capital projects)
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Street Fund – Revenue Overview

• Property Tax - $107,730 (28.7%)
o  Dedicated street levy supporting local street maintenance
o  Conservative 1% annual growth
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Street Fund – Revenue Overview

• Vehicle Fees - $89,555 (23.8%)
o  State-shared transportation benefit district fees
o  Direct funding for local street operations
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Street Fund – Revenue Overview

• Fuel Tax - $81,443 (21.7%)
o  State-shared motor vehicle fuel tax
o  Dedicated transportation revenue source
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Street Fund – Revenue Overview

• Transfer from General Fund - $75,000 (20.0%)
o  General Fund support for street operations
o  Ensures adequate funding for essential services
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Street Fund – Revenue Overview

• Other Revenues - $15,973 (4.2%) – 2024 includes Insurance Recoveries
o  Multimodal Transportation Account: $6,106
o  Interest earnings: $10,340
o  Street permits and inspections: $3,864
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Street Fund – Revenue Overview

• Total Revenues
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Street Fund – Expense Overview

• Personnel Costs - $285,819 (69.8%)
• The largest component supports our public works team, responsible for:

o  Street maintenance and repairs
o  Snow and ice control
o  Traffic control device maintenance
o  Right-of-way management
o  Sidewalk repairs
o  Equipment operation
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Street Fund – Expense Overview

• Street Lighting - $36,774 (9.0%)
o  PUD electrical costs for citywide street lighting
o  Essential for public safety and visibility

• Street Maintenance Operations:
o  Street Striping: $13,500
o  Repairs & Maintenance: $13,407
o  Insurance: $13,273
o  Operating Supplies: $10,322
o  Traffic Control Devices: $7,000
o  Shoulder Brush Mowing: $5,500
o  BIAS Professional Services: $5,335
o  Fuel: $5,106
o  Small Tools & Equipment: $3,309
o  Snow & Ice Control: $2,070
o  Sidewalk Repairs: $2,070
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Street Fund – Expense Overview

• Total Street Expense
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Street CIF Fund – Revenue Overview

• The City applied for significant Transportation Improvement Board (TIB) grants for 2026:
o  TIB Grant - 2026 Overlay Program: $847,125
o  TIB Grant - Pedestrian Improvement: $59,583
o  TIB Grant - Crack Seal Program: $59,400
o  LID Grant - Indiana Green Decorative Lights: $58,400

• Local Funding Sources - $204,195 (16.6%)
o  Transfer from General Fund: $150,000
o  Developer Mitigation Fees: $47,061
o  Interest Earnings: $2,908
o  Beginning Balance: $4,226

Page 199 of 284



Street CIF Fund – Expense Overview

• 1. TIB Grant - 2026 Overlay Program - $941,250
o  Grant Funding: $847,125 (90% funded)
o  Local Match: $94,125
o  Purpose: Major street overlay/resurfacing program extending pavement life 15-20 years

• 2. Pedestrian Improvement (Granite Ave & 100th St) - $110,000
o  Grant Funding: $59,583 (54% funded)
o  Local Match: $50,417
o  Purpose: Enhanced crosswalks, ADA compliance, pedestrian safety features

• 3. Indiana Green Decorative Lights - $73,000
o  Grant Funding: $58,400 (80% funded)
o  Local Match: $14,600
o  Purpose: Downtown streetscape enhancement, pedestrian-scale lighting, economic development support

• 4. TIB Grant - 2026 Crack Seal Program - $66,000
o  Grant Funding: $59,400 (90% funded)
o  Local Match: $6,600
o  Purpose: Cost-effective preventive pavement maintenance extending street life

• 5. Professional Services - Engineering - $1,000
o  Project management and engineering support Page 200 of 284



Street Fund – End Fund Balance
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CIF Streets Fund – End Fund Balance
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Park Impact Fees Fund – Revenue Overview

• Interest with future impact fees

 $-

 $5,000.00

 $10,000.00

 $15,000.00

 $20,000.00

 $25,000.00

2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030

Interest Impact Fees
Page 203 of 284



Park Impact Fund – End Fund Balance
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Community Events, Arts, & Rec. Fund – Revenue Overview

• Total Revenues – transfers from Passports
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Community Fund – End Fund Balance
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The Arterial/Alternate Route Capital Improvement Fund is funded by developer traffic mitigation 
fees (40% share) to support regional transportation improvements.

•  Collects 40% share of developer traffic mitigation fees
•  Funds City’s local match for Snohomish County arterial projects

2026 Revenue Sources:
•  Developer mitigation (40% share): $6,343
•  Mining mitigation (40% share): $24,643
•  Investment interest: $584

2026 Expenditure:
• City Share - Snohomish County Arterial Projects: $35,000

2026 End Fund Balance $42,332

Alternate Route Fund – Overview
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CIF Alt. Rte Fund – End Fund Balance
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2026 Revenue Sources:
•  Transfer from General Fund: $1,020,000 (96.6%)
•  Investment interest: $849
•  Beginning balance: $35,575

2026 Major Project
• Land Acquisition for Community Facilities - $1,020,000

2026 End Fund Balance $36,424

Capital Improvement Fund – Overview
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CIF Fund – End Fund Balance
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The REET Capital Improvement Fund is funded by dedicated Real Estate Excise Taxes collected on property sales 
within city limits.

Revenue Structure:
•  REET 1: 0.25% on first quarter (25%) of sales price = $116,749
•  REET 2: 0.25% on second quarter (25%) of sales price = $116,749

REET revenues are restricted by state law to capital projects related to:
•  Planning, land use, and permitting
•  Housing and affordable housing initiatives
•  Public works and infrastructure
•  Parks, recreation facilities, and open space
•  Government facilities and buildings

REET funds cannot be used for operating expenses or ongoing programs.
• 2026 - No Capital Expenditures Programmed.

2026 End Fund Balance $977,839

REET Capital Improvement Fund – Overview
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REET CIF Fund – End Fund Balance
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Water Fund – Overview

• The City of Granite Falls 2026 Water Utility budget totals $3.1 million across both operating 
and capital improvement funds, ensuring reliable service delivery, system infrastructure 
improvements, and sustainable operations for our growing community.

• Combined Water Utility Budget Overview
o  Total Combined Budget: $3,144,224
o  Operating Fund (401): $1,766,453
o  Capital Improvement Fund (402): $1,377,771
o  Total Expenditures: $1,733,093
o  Combined Ending Fund Balance: $1,411,131 (114.3% of operating expenditures)
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Water Fund – Revenue Overview

• Water Sales - $1,140,124 (96.0%); +3.5% versus 2025
o Monthly customer billings for water consumption
o Rates set to cover PUD water purchase, operations, and capital needs
o Late Fees - $22,967 (1.9%)
o Interest Earnings - $17,745 (1.5%)
o Reconnect Fees - $4,814 (0.4%)
o Other Revenues - $2,062 (0.2%)
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Water Fund – Expense Overview

• Water System Structure - Wholesale Purchase Model
• The City operates a retail water distribution system purchasing wholesale water from Snohomish County Public 

Utility District (PUD):
o  No city-owned operating water source or wells
o  PUD provides treated, potable water at wholesale rates
o  City operates distribution system, meters, billing, and customer service
o  PUD water purchase: $435,409 (35% of operating budget)
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Water Fund – Expense Overview

• Personnel Costs - $518,086 (42.0%)
o  System operations and maintenance
o  Meter reading and customer service
o  Distribution system repairs
o  Emergency response and leak repair
o  Regulatory compliance and billing
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Water Fund – Expense Overview

• Utility Tax to General Fund - $114,494 (9.3%)
o  10% utility tax (reduced from 20% in 2026)
o  Supports general municipal services
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Water Fund – Expense Overview

• DOR Excise Tax - $54,523 (4.4%)
o  State-mandated tax on utility revenues
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Water Fund – Expense Overview

• Other Major Expenditures:
o  Professional Services: $27,959
o  Repairs & Maintenance: $16,200
o  Service Charges: $16,000
o  Software & Support: $10,544
o  Operating Supplies: $9,823
o  Insurance: $9,464

• 2025 end PWAF loan $26K
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Water Fund – Expense Overview

• Total Expense
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Water Fund – End Fund Balance
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Water CIF – Overview

• Summary
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Water CIF – Revenue Overview

Revenue Sources

• General Facilities Charges (Impact Fees) $212,687 (70.1%)
o  Development impact fees funding growth-related infrastructure
o  One-time charges at building permit issuance
o  Ensures growth pays for infrastructure impacts

• CIF Water Sales (Surcharge) $46,970 (15.5%)
o  Capital facilities surcharge on monthly water bills
o  Dedicated funding for capital improvements

• Investment Interest $43,661 (14.4%)
o  Interest on $1.1M beginning balance
o  Provides “free” capital funding without rate increases
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Water CIF – Expense Overview

Capital Projects - $420K
• Water Line Replacement - Kentucky/Indiana - $410,000

o Water main replacement on Kentucky and Indiana Streets
o Aging pipe replacement improving reliability
o Coordinated with stormwater LID project in same area
o System capacity and pressure improvements

Meter Replacement Program - $10,000
o  Replacing aging and inaccurate meters
o  Improving billing accuracy
o  Reducing unaccounted-for water loss

GFC PUD - $72,900

End Fund Balance: $879,526 Page 224 of 284



CIF Water Fund – End Fund Balance
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Sewer Fund – Overview

• The City of Granite Falls 2026 Sewer Utility budget totals $8.0 million across both operating 
and capital improvement funds, ensuring reliable treatment plant operations, regulatory 
compliance, and long-term infrastructure sustainability.

• Combined Sewer Utility Budget Overview
o  Total Combined Budget: $8,048,350
o  Operating Fund (403): $4,425,142
o  Capital Improvement Fund (404): $3,623,208
o  Total Expenditures: $2,012,508
o  Combined Ending Fund Balance: $6,035,842 (310.7% of operating expenditures)
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Sewer Fund – Revenue Overview

• Sewer Charges - $2,025,009 (95.8%)
o  Monthly customer billings for wastewater service

• Interest Earnings - $61,708 (2.9%)
o  Investment income on $2.3M beginning fund balance

• Overage Charges - $25,675 (1.2%)
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Sewer Fund – Expense Overview

• Personnel Costs - $1,021,416 (52.6%)
o  24/7 treatment plant operations and monitoring
o  Certified wastewater treatment operators
o  Laboratory analysis and quality control
o  Maintenance, repairs, and regulatory compliance
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Sewer Fund – Expense Overview

• 10% utility tax (reduced from 20% in 2026)
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Sewer Fund – Expense Overview

• Sludge Hauling/Disposal - $225,000 (11.6%)
o  Biosolids management and disposal
o  EPA regulatory compliance requirement
o  Contracted hauling to approved disposal sites
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Sewer Fund – Expense Overview

• Chemicals - $85,000 (4.4%)
o  Coagulants, flocculants, disinfection chemicals
o  pH adjustment and polymer for biosolids
o  Essential for treatment and regulatory compliance
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Sewer Fund – Expense Overview

• WWTP Electrical (PUD) - $70,000 (3.6%)
o  Pumps, blowers, and aeration system
o  Significant energy demand for treatment operations
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Sewer Fund – Expense Overview

• Insurance - $64,972 (3.3%)
o  Liability and property coverage
o  Environmental liability coverage
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Sewer Fund – Expense Overview

• Debt Service - $49,315 (2.5%)
o  Principal: $29,157 | Interest: $20,158
o  WWTP or collection system improvement bonds
o 2028 – 2030 Debt $1,452,397
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Sewer Fund – Expense Overview

• Other Major Expenditures:
o  Professional Services: $43,000
o  DOR Excise Tax: $42,374
o  Repairs & Maintenance: $35,000
o  Lab Testing: $18,000
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Sewer Fund – Expense Overview

• Total Expense
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Sewer Fund – End Fund Balance
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Sewer CIF – Revenue Overview

Revenue Sources

• Investment Interest - $81,236 (10.1%)
o  $3.55M fund balance generates over $81K annually

• General Facilities Charges - $720,000 (89.9%)
o  Minimal new development in 2026 (20 ERUs)
o  One-time charges for growth-related infrastructure
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Sewer CIF – Expense Overview

Storage Shed - $50,000
• Storage for equipment, parts, and materials
• Protection for valuable assets
• Improved organization and efficiency

Vehicle Replacement - $20,000
•  Replacement of aging utility vehicle
•  Support for field operations and maintenance

End Fund Balance: $3,553,208
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CIF Sewer Fund – End Fund Balance
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Storm Fund – Overview

• The City of Granite Falls 2026 Stormwater Utility budget totals $4.0 million across both 
operating and capital improvement funds, ensuring regulatory compliance, water quality 
protection, and major green infrastructure improvements through Low Impact Development 
(LID) retrofits.

• Combined Stormwater Utility Budget Overview
o  Total Combined Budget: $4,025,519
o  Operating Fund (405): $1,686,691
o  Capital Improvement Fund (406): $2,338,828
o  Total Expenditures: $2,188,447
o  Combined Ending Fund Balance: $1,837,072 (740.9% of operating expenditures)
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Storm Fund – Revenue Overview

• Storm Drainage Fees - $350,694 (70.1%)
o  Monthly customer charges for stormwater service

• Ecology Grant - $120,000 (24.0%)
o  • Washington State Department of Ecology grant funding
o  • Supports regulatory compliance activities

• Interest Earnings - $29,348 (5.9%)
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Storm Fund – Expense Overview

• Personnel Costs - $138,685 (55.9%)
o  NPDES permit compliance and reporting
o  System inspection and maintenance
o  Water quality monitoring
o  Construction site inspections
o  IDDE investigations
o  Public education and outreach
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Storm Fund – Expense Overview

• Professional Services - $42,448 (17.1%)
o  Engineering services
o  Environmental consulting
o  Water quality monitoring
o  Regulatory compliance assistance
o  Grant administration
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Storm Fund – Expense Overview

• Other Major Expenditures:
o  Insurance: $12,220
o  Permits & Fees: $8,733
o  Lab Testing: $7,000
o  DOR Excise Tax: $6,000
o  Software & Support: $5,500
o  Utility Billing: $4,500
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Storm Fund – Expense Overview

• Total Expense
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Storm Fund – End Fund Balance
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Storm CIF – Revenue Overview

Revenue Sources

• General Facilities Charges (Impact Fees) $55,000 (3.2%)
o  Development impact fees funding growth-related infrastructure
o  One-time charges at building permit issuance
o  Ensures growth pays for infrastructure impacts

• LID Retrofit Indiana Kentucky WQC-2026-GraFal-00200 $1,649,425 (95.7%)

• Investment Interest $19,607 (1.1%)
o  Interest on $615K beginning balance
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Storm CIF – Expense Overview

Capital Projects - $1,940,500
• LID Retrofit Indiana Kentucky WQC-2026-GraFal-00200

o Joint Project Benefits:
➢ Water Utility: Water line replacement - $410,000
➢ Stormwater Utility: LID retrofit - $1,940,500
➢ Combined Investment: $2,350,500 on same corridor

o Advantages:
➢ Single construction season for both utilities
➢ Shared street restoration costs
➢ Coordinated traffic control
➢ Minimized community disruption
➢ Enhanced project efficiency
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CIF Storm Fund – End Fund Balance
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Solid Waste Fund – End Fund Balance
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$2.7K Interest
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2026 Budget Summary
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Granite Falls 2026 Preliminary Budget

Questions?
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2026 BUDGET TOTALS
City Of Granite Falls Time: 11:28:44 Date: 10/27/2025

Page: 1

001 Current Expense 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
    REVENUES

308 Beginning Balances

308 91 13 00 Beginning Balance - Unassigned 3,799,691.00

308 Beginning Balances 3,799,691.00

310 Taxes

311 10 00 00 General Property Tax 610,471.00
313 11 00 00 Local Retail Sales & Use Tax 1,043,495.00
313 71 00 00 Local Criminal Justice 117,206.00
316 40 01 00 Utility Tax - Water Fund 114,494.00
316 40 02 00 Utility Tax - Sewer Fund 205,099.00
316 40 03 00 Utility Tax - Electric 235,493.00
316 40 04 00 Utility Tax - Gas 120,279.00
316 40 05 00 Utility Tax - Phone 44,123.00
337 00 00 00 Excise Tax-Private Harvest 32.00

310 Taxes 2,490,692.00

320 Licenses & Permits

321 91 01 00 Franchise Fees - Garbage (7%) 86,108.00
321 91 02 00 Franchise Fees - Cable (5%) 47,619.00
321 99 00 00 Business Licenses 29,715.00
322 10 00 00 Building Permits 38,024.00
322 10 01 00 Plumbing Permits 6,458.00
322 10 02 00 Mechanical Permits 16,756.00
322 10 03 00 Grading Permits 7,610.00
322 30 00 00 Animal Licenses 140.00
322 90 01 00 Peddler's License 153.00
322 91 58 00 Land Use Permits 750.00
322 91 58 01 Sign Permits 1,684.00
322 91 58 02 Special Event Permit 502.00

320 Licenses & Permits 235,519.00

330 Intergovernmental Revenues

335 00 91 00 PUD Privilege Tax 26,885.00
336 00 98 00 City-County Assistance 7,242.00
336 06 21 00 Criminal Justice - Pop 1,980.00
336 06 26 00 Criminal Justice - Special Prog. 7,136.00
336 06 42 00 Marijuana Excise Tax 16,560.00
336 06 51 00 DUI - Cities 187.00
336 06 94 00 Liquor / Beer Excise Tax 31,260.00
336 06 95 00 Liquor Control Board Profits 36,556.00
337 00 00 03 ILA For Civic Ctr Construction - Snohomish Co. Parks And Recreation 63,797.00

330 Intergovernmental Revenues 191,603.00
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2026 BUDGET TOTALS
City Of Granite Falls Time: 11:28:44 Date: 10/27/2025

Page: 2

001 Current Expense 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
    REVENUES

340 Charges For Goods And Services

341 81 00 01 Records & Copy Services 2,026.00
341 99 00 00 Passport & Naturalization Fee 468,335.00
341 99 00 01 Passport Photo Fees 244,050.00
342 10 21 00 Fingerprinting 195.00
345 81 00 00 Plan / Engr Land Use Review Fees 2,252.00
345 83 00 00 Plan Check Fees 100,000.00

340 Charges For Goods And Services 816,858.00

350 Fines And Penalties

353 10 00 00 Traffic Violations 5,520.00
353 10 01 00 District Court Fines 4,929.00
359 00 49 00 NSF Check Fees 2,554.00

350 Fines And Penalties 13,003.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings

361 11 01 00 Interest - Investments 100,841.00
361 40 00 00 Interest - Local Sales Tax 2,183.00
361 40 01 00 Interest - Property Tax 719.00
362 00 00 00 Lease And Rentals 7,160.00
369 91 00 00 Other Misc. Revenues 26,212.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings 137,115.00

380 Non Revenues

382 30 01 01 PUD Pass-through 11,568.00
382 30 01 02 Land Use Deposits Passthrough 2,934.00

380 Non Revenues 14,502.00

Fund Revenues: 7,698,983.00

EXPENDITURES

511 Legislative

511 30 41 00 Official Publication Services 695.00
511 60 10 00 Salaries - Council 19,585.00
511 60 20 00 Benefits - Council 1,546.00
511 60 31 00 Office / Operating Supplies 615.00
511 60 32 00 Meeting Supplies 150.00
511 60 43 00 Travel 350.00
511 60 49 00 Training 3,384.00
511 70 41 00 Prof. Svs-Lobby Consultant 40,000.00

511 Legislative 66,325.00
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2026 BUDGET TOTALS
City Of Granite Falls Time: 11:28:44 Date: 10/27/2025

Page: 3

001 Current Expense 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
EXPENDITURES

512 Judicial

512 52 41 00 Cascade District Court 9,653.00
512 60 10 00 Salaries & Wages 25,267.00
512 60 20 00 Benefits 8,562.00

512 Judicial 43,482.00

513 Executive

513 10 10 01 Salaries-City Manager 74,650.00
513 10 20 01 Benefits-City Manager 17,888.00
513 10 31 00 Office / Operating Supplies 156.00
513 10 42 00 Communications - Executive 437.00
513 10 43 01 Mileage Reimbursement 1,052.00
513 10 49 00 Training 2,792.00
513 10 49 02 Prof. Membership Fees 869.00

513 Executive 97,844.00

514 Financial And Recording

514 20 11 00 Passport Salaries & Wages 198,493.00
514 20 20 00 Passport Benefits 90,048.00
514 23 31 01 Office / Operating Supplies - Finance 1,424.00
514 23 41 03 Software License And Support 17,769.00

000 307,734.00

514 23 10 00 Salaries & Wages 81,769.00
514 23 20 00 Benefits 20,754.00
514 23 31 00 Office / Operating Supplies - Passports 11,852.00
514 23 41 00 Professional Services - Passports 24,148.00
514 23 41 01 Professional Services - Audit 10,173.00
514 23 41 02 Professional Services - Finance 135.00
514 23 42 00 Communications - Treasurer 437.00
514 23 49 01 Bank Charges 17,415.00
514 23 49 04 Training / Staff Development - Treasurer 82.00

023 Financial Services 166,765.00

514 25 10 00 Salaries & Wages - Clerk 75,647.00
514 25 20 00 Benefits - Clerk 26,357.00
514 25 31 00 Office / Operating Supplies - Clerk 1,270.00
514 25 41 00 Professional Services - Misc. 26.00
514 25 41 02 Professional Services - Publishing 1,394.00
514 25 42 00 Communications - Clerk 437.00
514 25 43 00 Travel - Clerk 5,000.00
514 25 43 01 Mileage Reimbursement - Clerk 1,000.00
514 25 49 00 Professional Membership Fees - Clerk 1,200.00
514 25 49 01 Professional Service - Recording Fees 27.00
514 25 49 05 Training / Staff Development - Clerk 5,000.00
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2026 BUDGET TOTALS
City Of Granite Falls Time: 11:28:44 Date: 10/27/2025

Page: 4

001 Current Expense 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
EXPENDITURES

514 Financial And Recording

025 Records Services 117,358.00

514 40 41 00 Election  Costs 4,140.00

040 Election Services 4,140.00

514 90 41 00 Voter Registration Costs 7,163.00

090 Voter Services 7,163.00

514 Financial And Recording 603,160.00

515 Legal Services

515 41 41 00 Legal Services - Criminal Prosecution 4,188.00
515 41 41 02 Legal Services - Civil 57,916.00
515 93 41 01 Legal Services - Criminal Defense 2,112.00

515 Legal Services 64,216.00

517 Other Admin

517 20 20 00 Health Insurance - LEOFF I 22,312.00

517 Other Admin 22,312.00

518 Central Services

518 20 44 00 Taxes/Assessments 4,812.00
518 30 10 00 Salaries & Wages 23,833.00
518 30 20 00 Benefits 10,837.00
518 30 31 00 Office / Operating Supplies - City Hall 16,710.00
518 30 35 00 Small Tools And Minor Equipment 1,248.00
518 30 41 00 Professional Services - Misc 9,314.00
518 30 41 01 Professional Svcs-Custodial 15,121.00
518 30 41 02 Professional Services-Copier 1,647.00
518 30 42 00 Communication 4,421.00
518 30 42 01 Postage 23,719.00
518 30 46 00 Insurance - City Hall 37,163.00
518 30 47 00 City Utilities - Water - City Hall 7,907.00
518 30 47 03 PUD - Old City Hall 3,391.00
518 30 47 04 PUD - Decorative Street Lighting 3,681.00
518 30 47 05 PUD - New City Hall/Civic Ctr 10,261.00
518 30 48 00 Bldg. Repairs & Maint-City Hall 50,000.00
518 30 49 00 Annual Agency Membership Fees 10,105.00
518 61 40 00 Judgements and Settlements 5,526.00
518 86 41 00 Professional Services - IT 8,020.00

518 Central Services 247,716.00
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2026 BUDGET TOTALS
City Of Granite Falls Time: 11:28:44 Date: 10/27/2025

Page: 5

001 Current Expense 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
EXPENDITURES

521 Law Enforcement

521 20 42 02 Fire Alarm Monitoring 644.00

000 644.00

521 10 46 00 Insurance 9,029.00

010 Administration 9,029.00

521 20 31 00 Office Supplies 582.00
521 20 31 01 Operating Supplies 7,535.00
521 20 35 00 Small Tools &  Equipment 10,000.00
521 20 41 00 Professional Services-Misc 23,000.00
521 20 41 01 Intergovt-Sheriff Contract 1,131,963.00
521 20 41 03 Intergovt-Animal Services 9,385.00
521 20 41 04 Intergovt-WSP Services 1,100.00

020 Police Operations 1,183,565.00

521 30 41 01 Drug Task Force Contribution 1,221.00
521 30 49 00 Crime Prevention 5,200.00

030 Crime Prevention 6,421.00

521 40 49 01 Training / Staff Development 2,000.00

040 Training 2,000.00

521 50 41 01 Professional Svcs-Custodial 6,831.00
521 50 47 00 PUD 5,320.00
521 50 47 01 City Utilities - Water 7,089.00
521 50 48 03 Building Repairs & Maintenance 2,588.00

050 Facilities 21,828.00

521 Law Enforcement 1,223,487.00

522 Fire Control

522 10 44 00 Forest Land Assessment 104.00

010 Administration 104.00

522 30 41 00 Arson Interlocal 1,553.00

030 Fire Prevention & Investigatio 1,553.00

522 Fire Control 1,657.00

523 Jail Costs

523 60 41 00 Jails 34,713.00

523 Jail Costs 34,713.00
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2026 BUDGET TOTALS
City Of Granite Falls Time: 11:28:44 Date: 10/27/2025

Page: 6

001 Current Expense 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
EXPENDITURES

524 Protective Inspections

524 20 41 00 Prof. Svcs - Building Inspections 21,001.00

524 Protective Inspections 21,001.00

525 Emergency Services

525 60 41 00 Emergency Services 6,945.00

525 Emergency Services 6,945.00

528 Comm/Alarms/Dispatch

528 00 42 01 SnoPac Dispatch 65,029.00

060 Operations - Contracted Servic 65,029.00

528 Comm/Alarms/Dispatch 65,029.00

553 Conservation

553 70 41 00 Pollution Control 3,915.00

553 Conservation 3,915.00

557 Community Services

557 30 41 01 Sno.County Tourism - Annual Fee 230.00
557 30 41 02 Historical Society - Annual Fee 2,500.00

557 Community Services 2,730.00

558 Planning & Community Devel

558 50 10 00 Salaries & Wages-Permits 336,040.00
558 50 20 00 Personnel Benefits-Permits 101,480.00
558 60 31 00 Office Supplies-Planning 1,000.00
558 60 31 02 Operating Supplies 1,000.00
558 60 41 01 Prof. Svcs-Special Projects 404.00
558 60 41 02 Advertising 834.00
558 60 41 03 Professional Services - Engineer 8,281.00
558 60 41 05 Prof Svcs - Misc. 30,000.00
558 60 41 09 Planning Services IDIQ - OTAK 30,300.00
558 60 49 01 Training & Conferences 4,030.00
558 60 49 04 Housing Committee-annual Fee 2,175.00

558 Planning & Community Devel 515,544.00

560 Social Services

566 66 41 00 Alcoholism 2,116.00
569 69 41 00 Aging/Disability Svcs -  Senior Center 750.00
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2026 BUDGET TOTALS
City Of Granite Falls Time: 11:28:44 Date: 10/27/2025

Page: 7

001 Current Expense 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
EXPENDITURES

560 Social Services

560 Social Services 2,866.00

573 Cultural & Community Activities

573 90 41 00 Community Events 10,064.00

573 Cultural & Community Activities 10,064.00

576 Park Facilities

576 30 42 00 Communications - Internet 2,216.00
576 80 10 00 Salaries & Wages 137,101.00
576 80 20 00 Benefits 60,183.00
576 80 31 03 Operating Supplies 30,000.00
576 80 32 00 Fuel 3,111.00
576 80 35 00 Small Tools/Minor Equip. 1,867.00
576 80 41 00 Prof. Svcs- DOC Inmates 1,333.00
576 80 47 00 PUD-Utilities-Frank Mason Park 3,686.00
576 80 47 01 City Utilities - Water 5,387.00
576 80 47 02 PUD Electrical-Jack Webb 1,328.00
576 80 48 00 Repairs & Maintenance 4,586.00
576 80 49 01 Park Facilities 50,000.00

576 Park Facilities 300,798.00

580 Non Expenditures

582 30 00 01 Developer Costs Passthrough 7,129.00

580 Non Expenditures 7,129.00

591 Redemption Of Debt

591 59 70 00 City Hall/Civic Ctr: Principal 213,000.00
592 18 80 00 Interest/Tax City Copier Lease 263.00
592 59 80 00 City Hall/Civic Ctr Interest 47,866.00

591 Redemption Of Debt 261,129.00

594 Capital Expenses

591 18 70 00 City Hall Copier Lease 4,857.00
591 18 70 01 Postage Meter Lease-City 1,143.00
594 18 64 01 Machinery & Equipment-City 2,240.00
594 21 64 01 Machinery/Equip.-PD Vehicle 30,000.00
594 76 63 00 Park Improvements 25,000.00

594 Capital Expenses 63,240.00
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2026 BUDGET TOTALS
City Of Granite Falls Time: 11:28:44 Date: 10/27/2025

Page: 8

001 Current Expense 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
EXPENDITURES

597 Interfund Transfers

597 00 12 00 Operating Trf To Capital Improve. 1,020,000.00
597 00 16 00 Operating Trf To Streets Fund (101) 75,000.00
597 00 17 00 Transfer to Streets CIF 150,000.00
597 00 18 00 Transfer to Community Events, Arts, and Recreation Fund 61,243.00

597 Interfund Transfers 1,306,243.00

Fund Expenditures: 4,971,545.00

Excess/Deficit: 2,727,438.00
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2026 BUDGET TOTALS
City Of Granite Falls Time: 11:28:44 Date: 10/27/2025

Page: 9

101 Streets 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
    REVENUES

308 Beginning Balances

308 51 12 00 Estimated Beginning Balance 540,153.00

308 Beginning Balances 540,153.00

310 Taxes

311 10 01 00 Real & Personal Property Taxes 107,730.00
317 60 00 00 Vehicle Fees TBD 89,555.00

310 Taxes 197,285.00

320 Licenses & Permits

322 40 00 00 Street & Curb Right-of-Way Permits 3,426.00

320 Licenses & Permits 3,426.00

330 Intergovernmental Revenues

336 00 71 00 Multimodal Transportation 6,106.00
336 00 87 00 Fuel Tax 81,443.00

330 Intergovernmental Revenues 87,549.00

340 Charges For Goods And Services

345 89 00 01 Other Planning And Development - Inspections 438.00

340 Charges For Goods And Services 438.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings

361 11 02 00 Investment Interest 10,340.00
369 91 01 00 Miscellaneous Revenue 1,869.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings 12,209.00

397 Interfund Transfers

397 00 16 00 Operating Transfer From The General Fund (001) 75,000.00

397 Interfund Transfers 75,000.00

Fund Revenues: 916,060.00

EXPENDITURES

542 Streets - Maintenance

542 30 10 00 Salaries & Wages 200,954.00
542 30 20 00 Benefits 84,865.00
542 30 21 00 Uniforms & Clothing 1,216.00
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2026 BUDGET TOTALS
City Of Granite Falls Time: 11:28:44 Date: 10/27/2025

Page: 10

101 Streets 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
EXPENDITURES

542 Streets - Maintenance

542 30 31 00 Office Supplies 232.00
542 30 31 01 Operating Supplies 10,322.00
542 30 32 00 Fuel 5,106.00
542 30 35 00 Small Tool & Equipment 3,309.00
542 30 41 11 Prof. Svcs-Street Light Repairs 861.00
542 30 45 00 Equipment Rentals & Leases 518.00
542 30 48 00 Repairs & Maintenance 13,407.00
542 61 48 00 Sidewalks Repairs & Maintenance 2,070.00
542 63 47 00 PUD - Street Lighting 36,774.00
542 64 30 00 Traffic Control Devices 3,500.00
542 64 41 05 Professional Services - Street Striping 13,500.00
542 64 48 00 Traffic Control Devices 3,500.00
542 66 48 00 Snow & Ice Control 2,070.00
542 70 41 06 Prof. Svcs - Shoulder / Brush Mower 5,500.00

542 Streets - Maintenance 387,704.00

543 Streets Admin & Overhead

543 10 41 01 Professional Services - Other (BIAS) 5,335.00
543 10 41 02 Prof Svcs - DOC Inmates 1,333.00
543 30 42 00 Communications 1,080.00
543 30 46 00 Insurance 13,273.00
543 30 49 01 Membership Fees 24.00
543 50 48 01 Vehicle / Fleet Maintenance 915.00

543 Streets Admin & Overhead 21,960.00

Fund Expenditures: 409,664.00

Excess/Deficit: 506,396.00
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2026 BUDGET TOTALS
City Of Granite Falls Time: 11:28:44 Date: 10/27/2025

Page: 11

102 Park Impact Fees 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
    REVENUES

308 Beginning Balances

308 31 01 00 Beginning Cash & Investments 56,375.00

308 Beginning Balances 56,375.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings

361 11 00 01 Investment Interest 1,208.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings 1,208.00

Fund Revenues: 57,583.00

Excess/Deficit: 57,583.00
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2026 BUDGET TOTALS
City Of Granite Falls Time: 11:28:44 Date: 10/27/2025

Page: 12

103 Community Events, Arts, Recreation 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
    REVENUES

308 Beginning Balances

308 51 14 00 Estimated Beginning Balance 153,318.00

308 Beginning Balances 153,318.00

397 Interfund Transfers

397 00 18 00 Transfer from General Fund 61,243.00

397 Interfund Transfers 61,243.00

Fund Revenues: 214,561.00

EXPENDITURES

594 Capital Expenses

594 73 60 01 Vets Memorial 200,000.00

594 Capital Expenses 200,000.00

Fund Expenditures: 200,000.00

Excess/Deficit: 14,561.00

Page 265 of 284



2026 BUDGET TOTALS
City Of Granite Falls Time: 11:28:44 Date: 10/27/2025

Page: 13

303 Cif / Streets 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
    REVENUES

308 Beginning Balances

308 51 09 00 Beginning Cash & Investment 4,226.00

308 Beginning Balances 4,226.00

330 Intergovernmental Revenues

334 03 83 50 TIB Grant - 2026 Overlay Program 847,125.00
334 03 83 51 TIB Grant - 2026 Crack Seal Program 59,400.00
334 03 83 52 TIB Grant - 2026 Pedestrian Improvement (Granite Ave and 100th St) 59,583.00
334 03 83 53 LID Project Indiana Green Decorative Lights 58,400.00

330 Intergovernmental Revenues 1,024,508.00

340 Charges For Goods And Services

345 84 01 00 Mitigation 60% Developer. 9,514.00
345 84 02 00 Mitigation 60% Cemex 12,506.00
345 84 05 00 Mitigation  60% Lake Industries 25,041.00

340 Charges For Goods And Services 47,061.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings

361 11 04 00 Investment Interest 2,908.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings 2,908.00

397 Interfund Transfers

397 00 00 17 Transfer from General Fund 150,000.00

397 Interfund Transfers 150,000.00

Fund Revenues: 1,228,703.00

EXPENDITURES

544 Road & Street Operations

544 20 41 07 Professional Services - Engineering 1,000.00

544 Road & Street Operations 1,000.00

595 Capital Improvements

595 42 63 25 LID - Indiana Green Decorative Lights 73,000.00
595 42 63 26 TIB Grant - 2026 Overlay Program 941,250.00
595 42 63 27 TIB Grant - 2026 Crack Seal Program 66,000.00
595 42 63 28 TIB Grant - 2026 Pedestrian Improvement (Granite Ave and 100th ST) 110,000.00

595 Capital Improvements 1,190,250.00
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2026 BUDGET TOTALS
City Of Granite Falls Time: 11:28:44 Date: 10/27/2025

Page: 14

303 Cif / Streets 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
EXPENDITURES

Fund Expenditures: 1,191,250.00

Excess/Deficit: 37,453.00
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2026 BUDGET TOTALS
City Of Granite Falls Time: 11:28:44 Date: 10/27/2025

Page: 15

304 Cif / Arterial/alternate Route 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
    REVENUES

308 Beginning Balances

308 31 02 00 Beginning Cash & Investment 45,762.00

308 Beginning Balances 45,762.00

340 Charges For Goods And Services

345 84 00 01 Mitigation 40% Developer 6,343.00
345 84 00 02 Mitigation 40% Cemex 7,791.00
345 84 00 05 Mitigation 40% Lake Industries 16,852.00

340 Charges For Goods And Services 30,986.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings

361 11 05 00 Investment Interest 584.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings 584.00

Fund Revenues: 77,332.00

EXPENDITURES

595 Capital Improvements

595 30 63 00 City Share Snohomish Cty 35,000.00

595 Capital Improvements 35,000.00

Fund Expenditures: 35,000.00

Excess/Deficit: 42,332.00
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2026 BUDGET TOTALS
City Of Granite Falls Time: 11:28:44 Date: 10/27/2025

Page: 16

305 Capital Improvement 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
    REVENUES

308 Beginning Balances

308 51 11 00 Beginning Cash & Investment 35,575.00

308 Beginning Balances 35,575.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings

361 11 06 00 Investment Interest 849.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings 849.00

397 Interfund Transfers

397 00 12 00 Interfund Trrf From Current Expense 1,020,000.00

397 Interfund Transfers 1,020,000.00

Fund Revenues: 1,056,424.00

EXPENDITURES

594 Capital Expenses

594 59 61 00 Capital Expenditures - Land 1,020,000.00

594 Capital Expenses 1,020,000.00

Fund Expenditures: 1,020,000.00

Excess/Deficit: 36,424.00
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2026 BUDGET TOTALS
City Of Granite Falls Time: 11:28:44 Date: 10/27/2025

Page: 17

306 REET Capital Improvement 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
    REVENUES

308 Beginning Balances

308 31 03 00 Beginning Cash & Investment 722,996.00

308 Beginning Balances 722,996.00

310 Taxes

318 34 00 01 Real Estate Excise Tax-1st 1/2% 116,749.00
318 35 00 01 Real Estate Excise Tax-2nd 1/2% 116,749.00

310 Taxes 233,498.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings

361 11 00 06 Investment Interest 21,346.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings 21,346.00

Fund Revenues: 977,840.00

Excess/Deficit: 977,840.00
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2026 BUDGET TOTALS
City Of Granite Falls Time: 11:28:44 Date: 10/27/2025

Page: 18

401 Water 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
    REVENUES

308 Beginning Balances

308 51 08 00 Beginning Cash & Investment 580,029.00

308 Beginning Balances 580,029.00

340 Charges For Goods And Services

343 40 00 00 Water Sales 1,140,124.00
343 40 02 00 Reconnect Fees 4,814.00
345 89 00 02 Other Planning And Development - Inspections 774.00

340 Charges For Goods And Services 1,145,712.00

350 Fines And Penalties

359 34 04 01 Late Fees 22,967.00

350 Fines And Penalties 22,967.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings

361 11 07 00 Investment Interest 17,745.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings 17,745.00

Fund Revenues: 1,766,453.00

EXPENDITURES

534 Water Utilities

534 00 10 00 Salaries & Wages 379,634.00
534 00 20 00 Benefits 138,452.00
534 00 21 00 Uniforms & Clothing 1,112.00
534 00 31 00 Office Supplies 693.00
534 00 31 01 Operating Supplies 9,823.00
534 00 32 00 Fuel 2,500.00
534 00 35 00 Small Tools / Minor Equipment 1,500.00
534 00 41 00 Professional Services - Engineer 1,000.00
534 00 41 01 Professional Services - Lab 2,827.00
534 00 41 03 Prof Svcs - DOC Inmates 300.00
534 00 41 04 Professional Services - Audit 7,932.00
534 00 41 06 Professional Services - Misc. 10,000.00
534 00 41 07 Utility Locate Fees 100.00
534 00 41 09 Prof. Svcs - Utility Billing 5,700.00
534 00 41 10 Software License And Support 10,544.00
534 00 42 00 Communications 1,517.00
534 00 42 01 Intergovernmental - PUD Water 435,409.00
534 00 42 02 Utility Billing Postage 4,500.00
534 00 43 02 Mileage Reimbursement 150.00
534 00 44 00 Intergovernmental - DOR Excise Tax 54,523.00
534 00 44 02 Utility Tax To Current Expense 114,494.00
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2026 BUDGET TOTALS
City Of Granite Falls Time: 11:28:44 Date: 10/27/2025

Page: 19

401 Water 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
EXPENDITURES

534 Water Utilities

534 00 46 00 Insurance 9,464.00
534 00 47 00 Utility Service - PUD (electricity) 4,974.00
534 00 48 00 Repairs & Maintenance 15,000.00
534 00 48 01 Equipment Maintenance 1,200.00
534 00 49 01 Permits & Fees 4,400.00
534 00 49 02 Membership Fees 100.00
534 00 49 03 Service Charges 16,000.00
534 00 49 05 Training / Staff Development 1,000.00

534 Water Utilities 1,234,848.00

Fund Expenditures: 1,234,848.00

Excess/Deficit: 531,605.00
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2026 BUDGET TOTALS
City Of Granite Falls Time: 11:28:44 Date: 10/27/2025
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402 Cif / Water 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
    REVENUES

308 Beginning Balances

308 51 02 00 Beginning Cash & Investment 1,074,453.00

308 Beginning Balances 1,074,453.00

340 Charges For Goods And Services

343 40 00 01 CIF Water Sales 46,970.00
343 40 00 02 General Facilities Charges 212,687.00

340 Charges For Goods And Services 259,657.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings

361 11 08 00 Investment Interest 43,661.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings 43,661.00

Fund Revenues: 1,377,771.00

EXPENDITURES

534 Water Utilities

534 20 42 02 General Facilities Charge - PUD 72,900.00
534 20 44 01 Intergovernmental - DOR Excise Tax 5,345.00

534 Water Utilities 78,245.00

594 Capital Expenses

594 34 63 15 Water Line Replacement - Kentucky and Indiana 410,000.00
594 34 64 04 Meter Replacement Program 10,000.00

594 Capital Expenses 420,000.00

Fund Expenditures: 498,245.00

Excess/Deficit: 879,526.00
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403 Sewer 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
    REVENUES

308 Beginning Balances

308 51 03 00 Beginning Cash & Investment 2,312,009.00

308 Beginning Balances 2,312,009.00

340 Charges For Goods And Services

343 50 00 00 Sewer Charge 2,025,009.00
343 50 00 01 Sewer Overage Charge 25,675.00
343 50 00 07 New Account Setup Fee 303.00
345 89 00 03 Other Planning And Development - Inspections 438.00

340 Charges For Goods And Services 2,051,425.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings

361 11 09 00 Investment Interest 61,708.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings 61,708.00

Fund Revenues: 4,425,142.00

EXPENDITURES

535 Sewer Utilities

535 00 10 00 Salaries & Wages 761,988.00
535 00 20 00 Benefits 259,428.00
535 00 21 00 Uniforms & Clothing 2,500.00
535 00 31 00 Office / Operating Supplies 20,000.00
535 00 31 03 Lab Supplies 12,000.00
535 00 31 04 Operating Supplies-Chemicals 85,000.00
535 00 32 00 Fuel 1,000.00
535 00 35 00 Small Tools & Minor Equipment 2,000.00
535 00 41 00 Professional Services - Engineer 15,000.00
535 00 41 01 Professional Services - Misc. 10,000.00
535 00 41 02 Professional Services  Audit 7,932.00
535 00 41 06 Utility Locate Fees 100.00
535 00 41 07 Sampling Requirements 5,500.00
535 00 41 08 Prof. Svcs - Utility Billing 5,000.00
535 00 41 09 Prof Svcs - DOC Inmates 500.00
535 00 41 10 Software License And Support 13,000.00
535 00 42 00 Communications 9,500.00
535 00 42 01 Utility Billing Postage 5,000.00
535 00 43 02 Mileage Reimbursement 100.00
535 00 44 00 Intergovernmental - DOR Excise Tax 42,374.00
535 00 44 01 Utility Tax Current Exp Fund 205,099.00
535 00 46 00 Insurance 64,972.00
535 00 47 00 WWTP Electrical 70,000.00
535 00 47 01 PUD - Lift Station 7,500.00
535 00 47 02 Utilities - Lift Station 3,700.00
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403 Sewer 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
EXPENDITURES

535 Sewer Utilities

535 00 47 03 WWTP  Water 11,500.00
535 00 47 04 Maintenance - Sludge Hauling 225,000.00
535 00 48 00 Repairs & Maintenance - Treatment Plant 10,000.00
535 00 48 01 Repairs & Maintenance - Collection 2,000.00
535 00 48 03 Equipment Maintenance 5,000.00
535 00 49 01 Permits And Fees 9,000.00
535 00 49 02 Membership Fees 1,500.00
535 00 49 03 Service Charges 18,500.00
535 00 49 05 Training / Staff Development 1,500.00

535 Sewer Utilities 1,893,193.00

591 Redemption Of Debt

591 35 78 02 Loan Payment-PWTF Electrical 47,647.00

591 Redemption Of Debt 47,647.00

592 Interest & Other Debt Costs

592 35 83 02 PWTF 2013 Loan Interest 1,668.00

592 Interest & Other Debt Costs 1,668.00

Fund Expenditures: 1,942,508.00

Excess/Deficit: 2,482,634.00
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404 Cif / Sewer 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
    REVENUES

308 Beginning Balances

308 51 04 00 Beginning Cash & Investment 2,821,972.00

308 Beginning Balances 2,821,972.00

340 Charges For Goods And Services

343 50 00 04 General Facilities Charges 720,000.00

340 Charges For Goods And Services 720,000.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings

361 11 10 00 Investment Interest 81,236.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings 81,236.00

Fund Revenues: 3,623,208.00

EXPENDITURES

594 Capital Expenses

594 35 62 01 Cap Expend -Storage Shed 50,000.00
594 35 62 02 Capital Expenditures -Vehicle 20,000.00

594 Capital Expenses 70,000.00

Fund Expenditures: 70,000.00

Excess/Deficit: 3,553,208.00
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405 Storm Drainage 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
    REVENUES

308 Beginning Balances

308 51 05 00 Beginning Cash & Investment 1,186,649.00

308 Beginning Balances 1,186,649.00

330 Intergovernmental Revenues

334 03 10 08 Department of Ecology WQSWCAP-2527-GraFal-00005 120,000.00

330 Intergovernmental Revenues 120,000.00

340 Charges For Goods And Services

343 11 00 00 Storm Drainage Fees 350,694.00

340 Charges For Goods And Services 350,694.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings

361 11 11 00 Investment Interest 29,348.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings 29,348.00

Fund Revenues: 1,686,691.00

EXPENDITURES

531 Storm Drainage Utilities

531 00 10 00 Salaries & Wages 101,606.00
531 00 20 00 Benefits 37,079.00
531 00 21 00 Uniforms & Gear 1,172.00
531 00 31 01 Operating Supplies 2,521.00
531 00 31 02 Office Supplies 1,109.00
531 00 32 00 Fuel 2,157.00
531 00 35 00 Small Tools & Minor Equipment 1,906.00
531 00 41 01 Professional Services - Audit 1,606.00
531 00 41 04 Professional Services - Misc. 24,878.00
531 00 41 05 Utility Locate Fees 129.00
531 00 41 06 Professional Services - Lab 699.00
531 00 41 08 Prof Svcs - Software 2,217.00
531 00 41 09 Prof Svcs - Doc Inmates 1,328.00
531 00 42 00 Communications 1,080.00
531 00 42 01 Intergovt Prof Svcs-Tax Billing 6,726.00
531 00 43 02 Mileage Reimbursement 123.00
531 00 44 00 Intergovernmental - DOR Excise Tax 3,097.00
531 00 46 00 Insurance 12,220.00
531 00 48 01 Vehicle/Fleet Maintenance 5,356.00
531 00 48 02 Repairs & Maintenance 8,155.00
531 00 49 00 Annual Permit Fees 8,733.00
531 00 49 01 Training / Staff Development 1,951.00
531 42 41 00 Professional Services-Engineer 6,799.00
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405 Storm Drainage 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
EXPENDITURES

531 Storm Drainage Utilities

531 43 45 00 Equipment Rental & Leases 2,000.00
531 43 47 00 Water - Decant 3,500.00
531 43 47 02 Electrical Decant 1,800.00

531 Storm Drainage Utilities 239,947.00

594 Capital Expenses

594 31 63 00 Cap Exp - Collection 5,000.00
594 31 64 00 Capital Expend. - Mach/Equip. 3,000.00

594 Capital Expenses 8,000.00

Fund Expenditures: 247,947.00

Excess/Deficit: 1,438,744.00
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406 Cif / Storm Drainage 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
    REVENUES

308 Beginning Balances

308 51 06 00 Beginning Cash & Investment 614,796.00

308 Beginning Balances 614,796.00

330 Intergovernmental Revenues

334 03 10 09 LID Retrofit Indiana Kentucky WQC-2026-GraFal-00200 1,649,425.00

330 Intergovernmental Revenues 1,649,425.00

340 Charges For Goods And Services

343 11 00 01 General Facilities Charges 55,000.00

340 Charges For Goods And Services 55,000.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings

361 11 12 00 Investment Interest 19,607.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings 19,607.00

Fund Revenues: 2,338,828.00

EXPENDITURES

594 Capital Expenses

594 31 63 09 LID Retrofit Indiana Kentucky WQC-2026-GraFal-00200 1,940,500.00

594 Capital Expenses 1,940,500.00

Fund Expenditures: 1,940,500.00

Excess/Deficit: 398,328.00
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407 Solid Waste 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
    REVENUES

308 Beginning Balances

308 51 07 00 Beginning Cash & Investment 101,054.00

308 Beginning Balances 101,054.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings

361 11 13 00 Investment Interest 2,704.00

360 Interest And Other Earnings 2,704.00

Fund Revenues: 103,758.00

Excess/Deficit: 103,758.00
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630 Trust Agency 01/01/2026 To: 12/31/2026
    REVENUES

308 Beginning Balances

308 31 00 00 Estimated Beginning Balance 8,769.00

308 Beginning Balances 8,769.00

380 Non Revenues

386 30 01 01 Court Remittances-District 5,589.00
386 30 02 02 Court Remittances-GFTVB 2,000.00
389 30 03 03 State Building Fee Charges 660.00
389 40 01 01 Fire Inspections Passthrough 110.00
389 40 02 02 Firearms Licenses 4,600.00

380 Non Revenues 12,959.00

Fund Revenues: 21,728.00

EXPENDITURES

580 Non Expenditures

586 30 03 04 State Court Fees 7,589.00
589 30 01 02 Firearms LIcenses 4,600.00
589 40 01 02 Fire Inspection Costs Passthrough 110.00

580 Non Expenditures 12,299.00

Fund Expenditures: 12,299.00

Excess/Deficit: 9,429.00
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Fund Revenues Expenditures Net

001 Current Expense 7,698,983.00 4,971,545.00 2,727,438.00
101 Streets 916,060.00 409,664.00 506,396.00
102 Park Impact Fees 57,583.00 0.00 57,583.00
103 Community Events, Arts, Recreation 214,561.00 200,000.00 14,561.00
303 Cif / Streets 1,228,703.00 1,191,250.00 37,453.00
304 Cif / Arterial/alternate Route 77,332.00 35,000.00 42,332.00
305 Capital Improvement 1,056,424.00 1,020,000.00 36,424.00
306 REET Capital Improvement 977,840.00 0.00 977,840.00
401 Water 1,766,453.00 1,234,848.00 531,605.00
402 Cif / Water 1,377,771.00 498,245.00 879,526.00
403 Sewer 4,425,142.00 1,942,508.00 2,482,634.00
404 Cif / Sewer 3,623,208.00 70,000.00 3,553,208.00
405 Storm Drainage 1,686,691.00 247,947.00 1,438,744.00
406 Cif / Storm Drainage 2,338,828.00 1,940,500.00 398,328.00
407 Solid Waste 103,758.00 0.00 103,758.00
630 Trust Agency 21,728.00 12,299.00 9,429.00

27,571,065.00 13,773,806.00 13,797,259.00

Page 282 of 284



Page 283 of 284



Page 284 of 284


	1. CALL TO ORDER (Via In-Person & Online Via Zoom)
	2. FLAG SALUTE
	3. ROLL CALL
	4. CONSENT AGENDA
	a. AB 111-2025 Approval of September 17, 2025 Minutes
	Agenda Bill 111-2025 - 09-17-2025 Minutes
	09-17-2025 Minutes

	b. AB 112-2025 Approval of September 20, 2025 Minutes
	Agenda Bill 112-2025 - 09-20-2025 Minutes
	09-20-2025 Minutes

	c. AB 113-2025 Approval of October 1, 2025 Minutes
	Agenda Bill 113-2025 - 10-01-2025 Minutes
	10-01-2025 Minutes

	d. AB 114-2025 Approval of October 15, 2025 Minutes
	Agenda Bill 114-2025 - 10-15-2025 Minutes
	10-15-2025 Minutes

	e. AB 115-2025 Approval of October 16, 2025 through N
	Agenda Bill 115-2025 - 11-05-2025 Claims

	f. AB 116-2025 Approval of October 1, 2025 through Oc
	Agenda Bill 116-2025 - 10-15-2025 Payroll Claims


	5. STAFF REPORTS
	a. Special Projects Report
	City Hall Trellis

	b. City Clerk Report
	11-05-2025 City Clerk Report
	Nov 3 rev - City Council Meetings Nov-Apr 2026

	c. Passports
	COGF Passport PnL

	d. Planning Department Report
	11.5.2025 Planning Staff Report

	e. Public Works
	PublicWorksStaffReport 11-5-25

	f. Consultant Police Chief Report
	October 31 2025 Police Staff Report


	6. PUBLIC COMMENTS/RECOGNITION OF VISITORS-NON-ACTION ITEMS
	7. NEW BUSINESS
	a. AB 117-2025 Proposed Amendments to Titles 19 & 21 
	Agenda Bill 117-2025 - AHBL Title 19 and 21 Amendments
	Item 7a

	b. AB 118-2025 Public Hearing – 2026 Property Tax Lev
	Agenda Bill 118-2025 2026 Property Tax PH
	COGF 2026 Property Tax Presentation
	GFR1 2026 Levy Ordinance 1065-2025 0%
	R1 2026 Levy Ordinance 1065-2025 1%
	Exhibit 1 - Public Hearing Notice dated October 24, 2025
	Exhibit 2 - Verification of Posting dated October 24, 2025

	c. AB 119-2025 Public Hearing – City of Granite Falls
	Agenda Bill 119-2025- Public Hearing - 2026 Preliminary Budget
	COGF 2026 Preliminary Budget Overview
	COGF 2026 Preliminary Budget
	Exhibit 1 - Public Hearing Notice  dated October 24, 2025
	Exhibit 2 - Verification of Posting dated October 24, 2025


	8. CURRENT BUSINESS
	9. MAYOR'S COMMENT (5 minutes)
	10. COUNCIL COMMENTS (15 minutes)
	11. CITY MANAGER (5 minutes)
	12. ADJOURNMENT

